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200 CHUMS 200 
IN COUNCIL 

(THE EDITOR CHArS WITH HIS READERS) 

To the ses sions of sweet siJ.ont t hougnt 
Summon up r emembrance of things J)<ISt, 

Shakespeare , 

T\"10 HUI@ED UP 
There ' s magic in numbers - but on the f ace of it t here is nothing 

particularly magical in the figure t,ro tnmdred. lie have he ard of 
f olk who think onl,y of Number One, We are tol d that Two's company, 
Three ' s a crowd. The cost fSl!lOUS schoolboys in juvenile liter a tur e 
were Five in m.imber. 

Seven i s supposed to be luclcy". Thirteen is notorious as an un-
l uclcy rrumber. When e young can r eaches Twenty -on e his father gives 
him n gold watch and t ho key of the door. A cricketer gets a round 
of applause when he i s Fifty-up . There i s great exci tanent when a 
htuoan being appro aches t he age of One lmndred. 

fut after One Hund.rod, tho iaagic departs , Once the ff8ure One 
Hundred is on the board the song i s ended but ti., ce l ody linger s on. 

Which is ell a lot of Imllabc-jumbo le ading up to t he TWO l!ONDRE!1l'll 
isrue of COLLECTO!lS' DIGEST which is now in your hnnds. And becauae 
so cany of our l oyal readers think that t her e IS something outstanding 
in our r eaching t he figur e TWO HUNDRED we have made it a Double Number. 
llaey thanks to the l arg e =bers who have sen t in their messages of 
congratul a tions at thi s tice. 

At n moment like this , ve think with gra titude of Herbert Leckenby --- - ------ - ----HH __ _____ , ____ H_ .. __ , .. ,,_. 
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vho storted it all , and vho produced m less tlum one lnmdred snd 
fifty - four of our two hmdred issues. lie thillk of the contrl butors , 
th o vriters and artiste , who h.:ive made two IBmdred iS3.les possible . 
And ve think of the loyal baDd of enthusiastic re aders who have made 
those two bJnd.red issues worth while. 

And nov that the Two-a.mdredth is in yaur hands , yoor editor is 
sitt ing back to take 1nings """Y for a brief space - feeling and 
looking Two l!Undred . 

In the words of tm grand old papers which we lov e so much - tho 
next isrue of Collectors• Digest will be 1ne usual size and prioe . 

SEXTOII BLAKE YESTERDAY: . 
lest month, when we were reviev:lng tl:e final i88i.es of the Sexton 

Blake Libmry, we mentioned ti'.at , in csse 1JIJ1f readere had been unable 
to obtain these issue s, we had ac:quired a m.uaber of each, and theoe 
were avail able at cost price plus postage . 

Within a fev do,ys our supply was exhausted, and vo found our
selves in tho position of having to write to plenty of our hope:f\>.l. 
r eaders to tell them so. A number of readers told us th at, though 
they had a s tmding order with their ncwsogents , the latter were still 
unable t o supply them. 

It rather reminds us of London' s last tram day. Londoners 
turned out in their thousands , on that Sllllller Saturdny in 1952, for a 
last ride on the tr""'8 , The last day had received plenty of publici 
ty, snd special tickets had been printed to maii<: the occasion. One 
voold have e,q,ected thet the sitire fleet of cars would have been put 
in service to cope with the crowds. But throughout the entire day 
cars were being turned, one after the other, into the scrap yard at 
Charlton - while hundreds of people lltlited at every tmn stop between 
the ~bankment snd Abbey Wood - vai ted for cers which never cane . 

llhen I drew attention to the matter in the Evening Standard, 
London Transport replied that they had been cmight napping - they had 
never expected such crowds . llhat an exruael What a wn.y to run a 
piblic service ! 

lie soom to have wandered fl'a!I the subject of the disappointed 
rsadere of the Sexton Blnke Library. Or have we? 

'l'llB EDmR 

* ******** ****** 
~ tt,cnetl 751, 752, 75}. Oood looae coptea or "fl:lluci.ea oonte.lntng 1111:1e. ilao 
waited: Ear}y Pll'UlY' Popular Noa.. 12, 13, 45, 47, 113. 
GUC FAM, EICDalOR BCQI,£, CIIOR IIW>, QBI~ , suuu:Y. 
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A BffllI OP SLADE 1 :; ~;;f~ ~ ew!°re ~!~e~x:e~~t to 
BOOM'lere a tel ephone bell .u rlngtn a. 1 return to the sdl ool until t he next da,y . 
rtr. Buddle stood tor a DX.lent, his i 1'1e stu-tll r i ng ing ot the telephone 

tlng en: attll grtpp t ng th e h3ndle or his J ceased tor a aoment, and t.Mn N.$1tled with 
Stu:fY door-. For a mooent he thou&ht tba t i aeeotngl)' t nCNased v i gour . 
tl'le bell was rtna: t n& In the stud:Y whtdl. he 1 Hr. Buddle grunted , .snUted, l ooked 
h8l1 j ust l ett, but he r ealtaed al.D:>at at 1 dOMl the deserted eorrta or, and ~ed 
once that Che 80UJld cace t ra::i turth er along j h i s S\00.lders . He opened th e door or the 
Nas tera' Corridor . l Heai:imst.er ' s at.w:IY. switch ed on the light, 

He il&nced up and down the corridor. ! and crossed to th e telcphO ne ,,,..,ldl stood 
NObo<JY el se IIBS In s l &ht. By tha t tt oe In 1 on Hr. Scarlet•s desk , Hr. Buddle l ifted 
th e event na all the residen t oecbers or the 1 t he tnstrumc:nt. 
Slacte sta rt ,rere e ith er in t he sta rt l ounge '. ' Slad e College,• he satd . 
or enJoylng a l ight oeo.l In th e n arc I ''lbank hea'f'ms1• It was a t eoale voi ce, 
citnlng rooo. '. dlth ery , and wtth the qges tl on ot a ·r,hlne. 

t1le r1ngt ng or t he bell Cl.S cocin,; rroq • 11a sony to disturb you, Hr. Scarlet _. 
one or the studi e s rurther on toll ~ th e ; Hr-. Buddl e Interrupt ed. 
gre en ba lze door which led to the Head- ( •The He8Claster t s e/111&:¥ rr c:c the co ll ege 
I:83tert a private quart:e r s . · thi s event ng. can you ri ng ht c t oCIO~ 

f"r-otmt ng a littl e . ttr . Bucldle ooved : •HOR vextns t • The lacfY sounded cros.s . 
s low!¥ along the corri dor . He sto wed at I "Who ts speak ing'? Who are you?• 
th e Wt study In the ltn e, the atu¢1 or l ' HY naoe Is Buddle. I &.1 a :::.oster 
the HeadClaater or Slade . Froc wlthtn , the : here. Cm l help )'OU?• 
tel ephooe was sending out t ta W'l,ent cal l 1 •Oh, t t• s Hr. Buddlo L" The voic e 
t or attention. I NVerted to I ts mtne . •Thi s t s Hiss 

11r. Buddle Stood In uncertatney . l Honeycodl, Hr. Boodle. l Ngre t that I have 
Norml.ly a t th i s ti me In th e evening the j to Cl6ke a rep ort . " 
Heaams ter 1 a td ephone was awttch ec3 throu&h, ! Hr. BW<Ue sa id sooe thlng BJJ)res.stve 
t o the extens ion In hts Offll U at. tbe ! under his breath. He knew Hlsa Honeyooct>. 
usual proeec11.Nt had: been negl ected on tti ts ! Everybody at Slad e knew tUas Honeyeoct,. 
part icular Wedne5day nen tr\i, rcr Hr. and / She was the postatac.re aa In the Tillage or 
.............. - ..................... ..,,,,, ... ,,,..,,,.., .. ,,.....,.,,_,., ___ ... ...J,.,.,,..., ..... , ... ..,, ... ..,,..,_ .... , .... , ...................... .,,..,,.,,, ................... ,,,, .. 
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t,.,..·-,-.,,-,-,-.,-""-...,- .-,,-too1t-- ,-.r-, """ or ! """'""· •• cIM<td at tlle olodt oo <ho 

dut.Y the aenta.J.1ty or a bU.&)'bOd:Y. J.• soon !.aant elplece . I t wu twent.,' cl 11.1t.e1 to ten . 
as St e aentloned her rum Hr. !u:ktl• tnew l 11r'. Bmdl t had bem on h11 11111' co enj01 

t.'lat she would t>t :et.Ire a report. She i a lt ehC. ~ t n tbt "4lt t1tninrroca 

co a N~ , llbteb .., anowr naoe rcr ! bl toN n ttrtaa. I • wtlNd be bid Nt ott 
a ca::i,ll lnt , t.o the RHdcaac.er of Si.di at ! Cll U.t ldulon • t• atrmtH t1rl1 er. 

le ast ~ .-., ,.,. week or t e n:i. Som boy l Tben ht. 1'0Uld ha'Tt btea be,Joncl" t ll'9K>C. flllfll'I 

had 1:le<in t\lClt co her In t.be poat,.,,of tt c.e; i thl Ht er:tie.start • teltpbon e ca::mnctd co 

~ bQr' had near l.7 k:noc«ed her dofln with i rtnc:. 
a t>l~cl• ; soce beer hid alouched rcmd i Nr. Buddle wu a con1etenucai. .:lr)ol 

t:,wslede .ieb bt 1 banda In bis podce U; l l:ll.lkr. U 81.t t ba7I bilCf acW&l.l)' com ln

sedi bQr' had been Nm wltb a ctaaN t t.e tn l to thl Pal.all Oii DWlN rn E'nnllde at Wt 

his I:IO\lth. l"IISa HonQ'ood>' s report., wen l Uae or night It wu a sertom ce.ti.er. 

urr ~ TArl ed ., 1 ?T., 8ua:ll.e did not be ll eve that the dance 

9What 11 i.he troub le , Ni ss Honqccd>?" i ball , ,o el.Qhenlntcall.Y 0¥ild , waa a 1lnlt 

de:m'lded 11r. Bud:nt . l or tn l~ tt;J u Nl11 Honeycom bid deacrtbeG 

• I f"tlr'et co -, ,• cam tbl dlU\e17 j u.. But It . .. (ll(!N.AJnl7 ouc. of bcU'll1s for 
TOlte , • U.Ot I bnvt Nffl '"° boy1 tnt t r Uiei all 8 1.:t • boya. IC was mdHlrebl e ror 
Pal a ls de Denae tn EYerslad e. That pl ace . ; achool ba1a to attend dance hall a. It was 
tt-. B)lddlt , ~ld be c1oatc1. It Ja e. sink\ strtct11 rortitdden f lX' boya to l eave the 

ot Iniqu i ty . It ts a ho~ed or t atOral ... f achool premi.141 art er th e min 1at.e1 were 

J:~:. ~!c ~ 8!f!t~ ::* J:: J!~ .~ ~ :.!~ ::i:, 
w\t.h r:rJ o,ri qe 1. With 1:17 OM1 Q'ts , Nr. (would be certain to be d ealt Wllh llflftrtl.)' . 

Buddle, u I "81 on CO' •tfl hoC11 to r:q j ttr . 8c4rl et would t>t unl lkel.)' to ute a 

tu.gal.cw att er wor'ktng l au at the po1t,,, j lmt wit Ylew or al\1tbtna or th t acrt . 
orr tee . A hal t ... arH'M:!Ur eco, bet oN It !Ill$ i ill t.bt seoe, t t .,.. not na.lJY Hr . 

qui te ~ BreMnl.J, t~enti,, tbt two j Buddl•'• reaponatb lll ty . In U. ,lbaenct or 

t,ays enttNd that ....aoJ.ltd Pal.a l • di : tbl H~ r , dtc la loas "'" aad,e bJ Utt 

Da,"l.St a• j Rou.NmUter. !lut ttr . Proa), \bl RcuaeauU r, 

Hr. Buddle brenU\td hard . ) 'MUI a JWTled can, .-, It RU aJJ:ioat a 

• How cen you bt ..aN th ey were Slade j cert alnt, f.ll.at b7 tllla tloe ht wwld hS't't 

t,oys, Ntsa Koneyood:11 li en they wu.rtrc l &one to bJa ON\ quarte rs In ~tber part or 

scbOO~~ina"';:~ ::: onr tbl : :: ::! ~~!=-in ~~."::.";!~cca 
une. i mt ch =i&l'l t put hli:1 to a 1ood deal or 

• Tttey wen not l Woul d tb e, bt ll kt l.Y ! bot.Mr and tnconwnlenoe, encl , po11tbly , 

to go tn that den or vtct weartnc lcl'lool i send hla out on a wild aooae chue . 

unt!orat? ae )'OOl" ac• , nr . BucSd.111 But I i Hr. 8ucl::!le aa ~ted to uk Antrobua , 
can se:na,e Slade bQJs 1ftlffl I see thm. I I the cape.a.In or Slade, to I'Wl tnto Evertlad t 

aii ~ they wtN Slade t>on. Bl& ba)-1:, : M hla CDt<r-c)'cl e , and Clltt enqu lrl ea at 

ioo. Not dllldrwl. eo11 "'° SMUl.d krX1tl' J the dlPee l'lall . But nr . BaOclle ~ hta 

bett er.• 1 htad a.a tbe t hou&ht OCCWTtd to hl o. It 

11r. Bu:Sd.le Cllde • ar taa.ce. ; we.a too mdl to ... or 8111 prefect . 
•Thant ,ou rm- l ettl nc us kno!fl', : J.tter a rew aomenta• turther thought 

csiao.• t Nr. !ludcn• urtea the w 1~ ap1n and 

• r ou will tnst t t\ltt enqutr1 11, nr . i rarw up E'renlO nllwa)"I at.at.ton. With 

8uddle7 Tou will 10 Into the cattcr •t. ; luct tbert a.Jlbt be a t.azJ atttnc tben 
once? Do ,ou proolat oe that:1 1 ; on the ottchalc• or plc:kln& up a tare tro111 

• I wi ll caiauet en enqulrY at one• ,• Jone ot fJw l ate train, . A taxi wea a,a.11-

pru.Jlld tr. Buddle. He WQUJ.d baTt 1 el>lt ar'ICI Hr. Budcll.e uk.ed Che dr tTtr to oom 

proctNd tnTtb1DI to be r id of that uno- : to Che atde caw or Cb• 0011,,, aa tut u 

pltdlm , Mlt--rl ehtlOUI 'f'Ole.e. : bt eould . 
U ter bit bad nmc orr , tr . !Udell• 1 flwn , rea1 111nc tb&t be WOi1ld lnnU ,-

.atoOd IMl'lDC hl a l<.91l'" ll p_rcr a rew_ 1~1l~ t!!":1Lamr 1n Ult a&.att~ .. 
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roori, be put a call throu&h to the houae-- l tt was w,n after ten-thlrt¥. Hr . 
keeper to NQUest that eocoa and a aandwlcli : Buddle as aeated bJ' Ule open wlndotf tn 
mould be left ln bts atua,y ln readtneas lh ta atuc:tr, atariQB out lnt.o th e dartcnesa. 
tor hl a rettrn . I• troubled tl"ON'I corrugated hta brow. 

F'ln llltnut.es later, ttr. Buddle , wear- j Ten J:1lnut es er core bDd elapsed atnce 
lna; a Ulht rain-OOat and a tr1lb7 b.u, wa., :Hr. Buddle ret.umed rr cc hts brief visit 
at¥1dln& ln t.ll8 atarTy &l.occ or tl>.e July i to tbe Pa.lats de Danae ln tYersl.ade. Back 
event na, watttne tor Ul8 8.l'T'l'Yal ot hi s ! tn hla stuc11 he had oon.lUDed hl s ooooa and 
tall In th e lane out,td e tbe coll~e la beet aandn'ttl'I. . Now he wu waiting tor 
grounds. . i the boy to wboc be had spoken tn the dance 

tr. flooclle•a lips ware ooqn-esaed. ;hell. He ~ l ert the bicl7 t o return to 
Everslade -.s nearJy two i:ill es rrom the \ the ICbool on hU bicycle. Hr. BUddle had 
achool. J. pleasan t enough walk through the ] come on ehead tn hl s tail. 
wi nding Devon.shire lanes Jn daYlJght , but j A t• core c lru te a sJ.tppod by. 11le 
not & nic e proapect tor a middle-aged iband• ot the cl ock. "ere ereepJng t<Moras 
gentlwan alter d,aa. trr. BUddle wu &lad j_elnen. 
t.hat he had been able to aecuro a taxt. ; There was a t.a,p at the door , and Mr. 

J. rew L1lnJte1 trJN mc1 a elCM or Ught ; Bwdle called out: 
dancing tn the l ee.CY trees amOWlCed the •eooe In.• 
approach ot th e taxi . Nr. Bu:Jdle stepped The boy who ent ered wa.a a s txth-t on:ier. 
Into tile lane end ra ised ht a arc. 1 Re wu tcll I wt th a lbock or tow-coloured 

•ttr. &ddlt?' enqui red the drtv er. Jhal r. Ht• t eaturH were ruufild but not un-
•0,.lt.e &• Mid Mr. Buddle. •t wllh you Jprcpoases.stng. He wore tbe Slacl e blazer of 

to drive za to tbe Pa.lat s de Dense t n j ll'll!llffe, piped with 'llhlte 1 over an open--
&Yeralade .• : necked .shirt . 

~e cllttled Into the nh l cl e. It the •Cl ose the doorl ' said Hr. Buddle. 
driv er wu aw,>rlsed to te am. the dea tt na- 11\e t.all boy cl osed tbe door , th en 
t l on or t.be L11ddl.e-aged Uttl e 9Cbool• ;mTed a Cew paces Into the rooc. He stood 
J::1Ut.er, lt was t oo dark tor Hr. Buddle t o 1 st.er lna: at the ton:rmster. 
se e tl\e expreaa tcn on hla race . the tu.I 1 ttr. &M2dle rose to his te et . 
renrsed, ana aet ott on tu journey. 1 • tou haTe chs\gect ywr antre s tnee I 

EYersl ade llllS little l:ION than a \saw you 1n that donce palace. Vanderl)'n ,' 
Tillage , but it prldill ltaeU on being :he obserted dr il y . 
progresalve u well aa pletureaq_ue. Tear, · 11\8 bo7 l ooked selt - conactous . 
ago l t had been a dead spot a.tter darialess • tea, a ir.• 
Cell, bUt ~· • wtth el ectrlclt.y pro- 'When l t oUM you there YoU were 
vlded b7 the grid qsteo, Jt atcceeded ;wearing a sports j acket and a aome,f\at 
f air ]¥ M ll 1n wmt,. night Into dq . 'l'be !1eudY' nedctte,• aa td ttr . &x)dl e . • tou 
Palats de Dm.88 1n tb8 Hl&h Street - tt ?led ilooked conslderab]y older than When In your 
once bun tncMn aa tbi Cam D:Chan&e , though )afflOOl attire. You cut quite a <Saah1ng 
11r. Buddle hid nner l eamea llf\at actt•ltles ifl guN, mlch was no dOUbt 70W'" t ntentton.• 
went en ln a Com ExebMCe - wu a blaze or ; the boy gpe lust the all &ht.est 11\rug 
ligh t wb&n the C.XI drew vi> cut s lde . J.. \of hi s aboulders. 
ll.ld>er or 1'0ll'1I peopl e .stood 1n th e doorway : •Dld 7ou hB't'& any pass to permit )'OU 

c.hattlna 1n the wan1 eventng . i to be out or sat.es alter lock'-up?• 
'Watt ror m \• Aid Hr. BUddle to the j •You know I dtctl'tl• 

taz:l~lnr. 1 1 aball want JOU t o dr1n t:11! E •You are well OllaN that a dance ball 
back to Slade.• ,! la a trl ctJ.¥ out of boonda for all Slade 

Be al l gtited. The yaing 111111 a-.:1 wooeri /boJs. • 
stared curtou..11 at UIB lll&htl.7 aelt - j VMlderlYD sl ipped a htl'KI Into ht s 
eon11elou.a: Uttl e aan u he llllde bla 1'1181 lnto '. trou.tera pocket. Re looked Qff r 11r. 
the n atttul e. S<x:Mtwn a band wu playtns \Bwdl e•s head. . 
a U vel,y dm'l.oe tme . nte clatter or dru.c •or course .• • 
and oYmal UU 6d the hot aJr . •Vancleri,n,• aatd Hr. 8ud:21e ateml7 • 
. .,,.,.,_ ,_, ... ..,,,..,~,,.:.,.;..,; ,.;. • :,,,.. __ , ____ ~ •1au, are not ,a pretect,,,t111t ,Yt'l ,n: a_ . 
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e:lxtlr,r on:i boy - a aen lor. You ere old TaMer-1,yn dld not met ht a gase. 
enough to ha'n a aenae of responslblltt;r. • It wa, an Odd clrumstance, Vandel"'" 
What on 8Bl'th tndUced JOU io ... 1,a ~ a l.)'n, tbat the sate lboUld be 1ert ~ 
plac« tut.enad on c.ht 1ier7 nenl~ llflen J'DU were 

Vanclarl,n 1ollNlred ht, eyes am at.and to break boonda.• 
at nr. BtxSdle. •Ver)' odd, atr.• 

•I get IX>N<I u acbool. t In snenteEl'I "WhW't t, 1tU" bleycl e now, Vanderl,yn18 
1tr . l•a too old to be here. I' m wastlrc Hr. Boodle• , ston wu penetrating. 
-., : tae. 1 went to get out Jnto the world The boJ' Cttted llltast}T • 
.. dolllt tht na, . • •In tbe c;rc.le recta, atr .• 

•1t1at ta tor yoor parent • to decide,• •t tbought It D.taht be,• N.td nr. 
reton.ad Hr. Bucidle. Buddle. •oooo--ntoit, Vllnderiyn.• 

• 1•w ha1 dm')cil'l8 l essons. I'm a Arter the door bed closed beblnd '118 
aood .dlnoer. Wben I •m boce 1 «o dancing , ,u:irroruw , tt-. Buddle medi tated. The 
,ni ~ parents know ebOUt u. I •ca no gooc1 Clock on the mentelptece ch1oed el n en, 
at gnu s. t•o tht .ro-ni.te at cl us wor1c. encl nr. Buddle attn'ed. Bui he d ld not go 
I ah.all rwnr pa.a,s Sl'1 exams. But 11m a Into tbe bedrocc: 11tlleh adjoined hts atuaY. 
good dancer - tt• s the one thing I can do Re sat dOlllll caln ln the ct\alr asatnat the 
well .L wtndolli. Be leaned back. tt was u tbou£b 

t..r. Bu:Sdle lll)Olte (1ll"'t.ly. Nr. Bud<1le 1'M waltJ rw rcr soeet.htnc t o 
•11\at ts all beside the point, happm . 

Vonderl,n, and :rou lmcmr It. In got ng to a A clrait. or 1WO mre ticked by, am 
dance palboe ,w M"t e been gulley or a then ttr. BWdlt roat to h11 re11t. Rt 
1,2:-lou.s tre&dl or school regulattons. It DJTed across to the bl.lat or Shakespeare 
t s certa.1n that Hr. Seorl et wtll tat e a Cltcb s tood on bi s ciantelpl ece. 
s.:.rtous v iew or the mtt.e r 'llt\en I tnr on:1 • I wonder, W1lll m ,• satd Hr'. Bu:l.dle , 

. h lD t.O'l'llDl'TOII.• •11111leUier I haw moot a pqchol oe;lcal 
V anderIYn nodded dleallY. erTOr.• 
•1 mew the r t & I ,es nmtng, s tr. fflen waa a tap on the door. Hr. 

t• ve no IU<*. C<S1lng. 1 Buddle patted Sbekespeare atteotlonat e lf, 
•tt ast.c:um m tbat a boy or )'Clll' ancl turned J"CAlllO. 

tntelllgence .fboUl.d rm 9Jch a rtst,• .said •c oce tn,• be o.alled. 
Hr. &D:11.e . •rou ha:I better get t o bed tbe door- cpened and a senlor boy eace now.• Into tbe studl'. He ., rollOIINld b)' 

Tba bey turn ed away. Yder)¥n . 
•VIR!•rl.Ynl' The senior boy who enteNd first .,.. 
nie boy look ed be.ck wt t.h hla hand on dark. A. gOOO-l ook.tng boy MW nomal17 

t.l8 d0<:1". ha:l a rrtencny rac e and a wide, egre eabl e 
•Slr?I •Ile. There ,es no IIUl e on his race now. 
Nr. Buddle N&anied hicl thoughttully . He looked "°ITled md uhMIIJd. Re was 
• Tou had 7wr bteyel e wt tb. 10U· I t ttlcbael Boarl e t, the aon or the R~ter 

baa not been~ for boya to scal e the or Slade. Ollfl ng to tha t rolatJ.c:allltp, 
8(bool wal.1-art. er tb e gates are l ocked, Scarlet or the Slxt.h was tnotm to all Sld 
but 70U C,'.11 s:arcel7 ho."f't taken )'QUI" amdrJ" at Blade by the ntckruae or Ptnlq-
bleyel e OYer the acbool "811.• 111. 

llarx1erl.Yn p,:m.,ed percep tlb}y bercre PlnlQ-tlt wa.s wtartng a apc:rta: lacket 
repi,~ . !'bell llO aald; ""1 &NY ai acu. 

•t went tllroulb, t.he dOor In t.be wall.• 11r. Bu:klle ralaed his e7et:irc:lillt 1n 
•rou 111en,• said l'r . Bur:klle, ' Chet elaborate sw,:rtae . 

rou used u. p t.a to 111bldl 0011 tbe maters -whot ts lt , Scarl et?' 
and tbe prefects han ten.• PtrlQ"tU drew a deep breath. Colour 

1 TH , a lr.. 8oaeffle bad left the gate flooded hls race . Re spate In a low wlc e. 
unre..stened. • •r cu didn't aee- me, atr, but I "" 

Hr. Buddle ataNd b.dN al h ta, ant with Vonc:lcrl,n at t ?w Palalae de Denae 
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•Tot.t, Sear l et7 You were et that l Into golfll with hla.. 1, that the t.ru:tb?• 

dance ball?' 1 'I suppose lt ta, str. I d idn' t went 
Nr. Buddle IOunded lncredUloua. : to go. I don.tt dsice - denclng Im • t J:UCh 
Vmderlyn broke tn. ff ls dtatress was / 1n ~ ll ne. t t' a no txcue tor me, ot 

Tef'Y obT:loua. 1 course. J 't!'I not naklng i'6IY ex:cuae. • 
'Tbe stupi d tooU Re w<Ulcl come to 1 ' No, there ls no excuse,• aatd 11r. 

JOU, alr. It waan•t PtllQ""ttf '• fault , .str. i BudcO.e. •t dreOO to th i nk or YQlJt" 
I roggea hlJI Into go ll'IR with m . I fa irly ! tatber'a dla tre ss and 8f1ter. I cmn ot 
bullied hlc In to It. He dtdo •t 'lll!nt to go. i lcagtne '111\o.t steps he will tak e . ~ the 
He doea1• t dance. He ms bored .stttr.• 1 tac e ot It, 1our cc:ac1k;t la 011 the WOl"SC 

Plrq-til sc.lled ra tntlY. ! ~ · )"()Ur parenta are 1'faY troo Blade. 
1 Clee.r ott Van, there • s a good ~,· l You knew Che He8'Dlster weuld be PMD.y troo 

he S!ll d. l the acmol too-night?• 
•Re on1J Mint to keep an eye on t:ie,• i •Yea, I knew,• na:i.ttted PIM1'"f11. •1 

~la t ed Vanderl.1n. • st r, cton•t let the i mtght have gone tn $lY case , bl.It I!IY' ta~ 
Heod knc9 aboot It. He 'll .st.In Pl~I · will think I was taking odmntag e of hlll 
a11.-e.• • abseoce.• 

tr. Budclle shodt hls head ana raised . •rou ean MrdlY bl.3oe htg tar 
a han:I. j thinking :,o,• sa id Hr. Buddle. • You ue n 

•r ou i:ust not speak of th e He.adcnster 1 prefect. Ven:ierl.)'n ls not. &Yen though 
in thol8 term , VanderJyn. Please go to 1 be Cl8f Mn been the Insti ga tor or thls 
bed now. Remln tor a f ew cxaonts , [ end act, JQU. are the coat culpabl e. • 
Scarl e t.• t •I know,• sa ld Pl~ l mJ.sero.bJy. 

V.n:Serl.)'n W"Ugged h1s ~ers i He MS Tel'J' pale nc:,wi he looked 
de31>a lrlngl,y. Arte r a qutct , lugubrtous j blotcll;f \n:tor bls sun ian . Hr. 8udclle 
glance In Pl~l •a dlr'eet t an, he left lbe l gazed hard Into d'I• pale toe e. in 
rooo , eJ,ostng the dOcr qutetl.Y as he wmt. ; t q,a.tlent q er at Pln1cy--t1t1 s t oll¥ tou.g)'lt. 

•Stt dmrl, Scarlet,• said Nr. Bua:Sle . ! a lo s tns battl e •Ith the natural klntineu 
PlJ*Y-ttl teated htmaeU on a cha.tr i or ttr. &w l e•s heart, . Hr. Buddle ha.1 

agstnat t2le ts> l e . tr . Buddle ai.it the 1 icnoN'I Plnt,,,,t'11 a long ttce. 
lower sad\ ot the wlndCM, drew t.he CW"' j Once he bed been a puptl tn Hr. 
tolns, sxt s.t dONl In hi s aru:cha lr. He 1 Buda1E11 1 CJlll\•fon::i, ond Mr. Buddle had 
regarded the t,oyts troubled r ace. I abm¥ s felt .tOM"f t or Pt n!Q-•t 1l. t t was 

•S carlet, • sa id ttr . Boodle , •I .::>uld / t ar f rom honey t o be the am ot 12le Heod
han thought 7ou the las t boy at Bl«l e fltlo i .1?18Ster or Slade. Hr . Scarl et had a l "ays 
would break bol.ms to 1'1alt a dance hall , f e.zpected so 1111ctl ot th e bey, yet had scetll?d 
ond I wculd rather havtl kn<Nl thlt mor boy l to &ll'e so Utt.le tn t he way ot a rr ectton 
.e.t Slade went there than you.• : or encourageoent . Hr. Bearlet • perbnps 

PtnQ"'"'HJ dtd not speak., 1 1neY1UlblY, bed allfan been the scho ol -
•tt wu an lnCNdJble o.ct on )'tltJr 1 .IINlt er first and the r ather aocond. 

part .• mnered tr . BucSclle. •Wby, Scarlet, 1 l t Md been clear t o ttr. Buddle t or 
In heaven • , n.!l:llt dtO yw do 8UCh a t.lllng?1' / Ye31'8 th at Plnky-fil would have done bet ter 

The bey preaaed the palJ:l or hla right ! at another B<:hool Where he lll'ould han pro
hand eca lnst hi s t orche.ad and Slowl)' mn<t / gre ssed scholastteally end soc lal]J' aa the 
ht s ringers up l l'.lto h is dark hair. · result or hi s °"'1 na tural gttu , am would 

•nnit, t suppo se &• he satd not Mn been hendlcap pod by haY Jn.g bla 
lndltferentl)' . t other as hi s Headmat er. PosslblY It was 

Hr. Bladdle 11:nlttea hi s brows wltb 1.n1erstandable that Hr. Scarl et could not 
~ . 1 ooneeln or his aon h .. wtng a better Hend-

•Just emctl)' Yll.at do you men b7 that \ masr.ar tbsl hlmseU. 
contelll)ttble anCl stupid rem.rt, Bcorl et?• / •Tw M7 wonder hoR t cune to Ylalt 
he sa id IMl'PlY. \ thnt place to-night, Sc.arl et,• eatd Hr. 

PlnQ"'til was atl ent , in:i Hr'. Bl.dell • '• i Buddle . •J. NpOrt wu md e to me b7 UW 
eJpNaslon .:, tt. ened. i ETerslade posimtatNu . She c:J.a lmed 8be ·-- -- - -- ....... ____ ,,_ , .. - ................ _ _,, .,,_..., .. , ......... _ .. ___ ,,..,,.,__, , ... ,_ 
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.,.. tJtO Slade boYS ent er the Pal.at• oe 1 especla.11¥ 1n hl a aon.• 
Danse, 111!"Jch She descr i bed u • alnk of 1 •Be anent , Scarl et ,• aald ttr. Budt11• 
tnlqulcy .. • ! anarn,1. 'It t s wunan1¥ t o adop t auch an 

• I t' s not tha t, • Ir. NIH Hooereom i attl tUde. Tour fathe r l a a Una man. He 
was nn er 1ourl8 her ,e lf • She sees evil 1n l ,rill be ut terlY dla t.n ased. 1 

everyth1ng, atr.• i •He "Ill be more angry than dt.st.reued ,• 
Hr. Buddle noted the st.Irr U p , the i sai d PlrlQ""tU. 

sad, re s igned •>"•• · ttr. Buddle roae to his fe et and paced 
•rroci the li t t le J ,.., or that hall tt i tl\e roa:i. Pt~t atocd up, star t rc 

seems Nasooab l.1 well run, but tut t a j stra l &ht ahead. 
t.cr:iat.ertal , Scarl et. You, a prefec t, ! Hr, BuO::Ue CSDe to a 1t.an0sttll a\ 
tnlS U!d , and wi th pr1Ytl e&ta , have n out.ed f l ast before the seni or, He cleared hl a 
the school regulatlona In the co.cpany or a j throa t meull.y. 
boy to 'flhoc you 3hould ban dt s, t ,qed a / •r ou let Yanderlyn t ake hls eycle oot 
bet t er UWll)le ,• '. through the door to •hlch you , as a prefec t , 

1 1 know , atr .• thaw a key, Whal I awrehe nded V8Merl,1n 
ltW'bac. puzt.].H me, Scarlet ,• said Hr'. 1 In th e dzee hall I Int ended t.o br ln& hlm 

Buddl e al.owl¥, •t s WJv' )'tll 1nre ln the !ham wtt.ll ce In ct" tut . He said that he 
eoCl)atlY ot Vanc1erl.Yn a t all . You ttgure tn i~ hSa c:,ele with hi e and would to ll ow 1:)9 

all the school gaces and sport l n& acttv t- 1 at once. Naiural lY 1 reached the school 
ttes . VanderlYn does not. He Is a at.range j ahead or h1a.. 1 l ocited the door tn the 
r eu c:. tn ,oce Wa)'S - aim.n a ctarn In (wall , l ea.Yin& hti:I t.o re-«1ter the achool 
achOOl ur e. One Ylbo wtll poaat blY be CION (prec incts by the same oethxl he had u.-:i In 
succes.srul C'len he gets out lnt.o the ( lea•tng. Pre suoab ly you, too , had your 
world . ' ]cycle wltb yw, end you 8!1::Jltted hlt1 wHh 

•van t a a good chap , str ,• said PlnJQ'- \your U)'. • 
NI grurny . 1 1 like hie a l ot .• i •tea , ,tr.• 

•I ShoUld bafl a.ssu:»<1, nui general 1 "What an ab)'lcel pi ece or tollY\' 
obaena tlon, I.bat AnU"Obua, 11'8 achool foorst out Hr, Buddl e , ht a qe r &4iltttna the 
cc,ta!n, .a your c l o1eat fri end a c. Blade,• jbette r of htm.. •tt 1S be)'OnCI beU er, 

•Oh, he t s , air - but Antl'OtJus wu \Scarle t, that you, wtth ao Zlllch to lose, 
di ggi ng co-n ight .• foould act In tht s wq. lneTltablY yoo wi ll 

• rou mean h8 wu stucb'tng.• ; rorr e tt Y<Nr pre teet.abtp, at th e wry lea.at .• 
•res, sir. t r tntrobu a ?&ln't been j COlour fl ooded Into Plrq-tf tt s race. 

di gging , this would nmr ha'Te happened. j •fll eae thtnaa happen ,• ho t1Jttere<1. 
1 was a t a l oose end , so 1 ttent with Van. i • tes - the N thtna; s happen - to peopl e 
1 l ot ht c cal l t he tme.• \whO ban jeU, -are the ir baollbone ought 

• t i:reaume that Antrows had no \to be,• Hr. Buddl e glared at htc resent.-
lm<Ml edge or thts esoapade?' : tullY. • rou don't knoll tt , perbeps , ~ c. 

•Oood l ord, no, s111' Ptnlcy-,tlt [both Ant..l'ObUS 800 I fought "1th t he Head 
gr lt:iaeed ,rrf].)' . •He' ll ha'tt a p ink ttt [tw.o term aao t o p.tn JOU 7wr prerec t shlp . 
When he hears about 1t.• ;1 hoped fer ao mcfl troc you, Scarlet. I 

Hr. Buddle alt:ost 'lff"lthed with !hoped, ooe daf, to ae, fOU ce.;," ln ot Sl ade 
1!:l)atlence. ; tflen Antl'Obu.a goes. I shal l nen r see tbaC. 

•Because J.ntt'obua ts atuttYlna hard tor ;now.• 
an l m.Snent ex.aDtnatl on, ycu tum to a boy ! Plnq,,ttt eqht ht s brea th.. Re spoke 
wi th whom 10U ha're nothing at all In eocmon• In a mttl ed TOJc.e; 
Too l et Vanderl1n call the tune, Scarlet . · • rou cS'l' t think aiv worse or ce tbM 
but )'OU wtll ha'te to Pa1 the pi per . Tou 1 I th ink of Dl'"&elf . • 
have dtaplayed a deplorabl e weakness , arx1 Ha turned Olld walked to U\e door . He 
Yo1Jr' father wlll not regard wtakneas as · turned round a,atn. 
w ncu.ae.• •I s there ffl)'thlrii e l se , st r7• 

•No, a lr .. 1 Plnlo-Nt spoke wt tb a : 'Wal t , Scarl etl' Hr. Buddle stood In 
tr&cO ot bttternus. •The Read could nenr ·palntul tbouaht . l t ""'5 as though he •re 
~~'!...~ t or •atneaa ot 11117 aort , st.i,ullna .. to coot to a dectaton. _ ... __ 
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•Tbe H881Dliter m at kn<M, Scarlet.. ~ to thtnk or tile ,cene tn Qte Heactmaater'a 
Jt. 11 ~ dUt,7 to .ee that he lmc:ws .• j • tudY the nezt da lf)en tile schoolboy 

•or co.u'N ,• aaJ.d P1'*3-f11 weartJJr. ~ epproo.chect Ms t at.her. Hr. Soarl et mt;ht 
•Re doea not "tum to Bladt t i ll OOffl i mbolt •rcJ' to SIT other 1>aJ In tr. ecb ool . 

to-e:>"'°"• Nobod7 tn the ldlool knows c.hat i on prtnclpl e. ht '. would haft no mere:, to 
1 WU called to tnlt dance ball t.o-n l &ht, 1 / stXJlif to hla OMl son, 

Nr. Buddle seeQOO to be m11tng al.rod, 1 Hon::ellY Hr'. Buddle reed il\e oun-ent 
The boY "'ltad . ; taaue o r the <iem In bed on WednelCSe,y 

' It I -, nothl.nc - tr )'OU and Ven:tet- i nentnaa. It •aa bb weMJy relozatlon. 
l.)'n 10 to him 1'lhen ha returna, and tell him l the latest Gem bad been deltvtNd to hi m 
tlftat bu happened - He would umm Wt / Chai. IIOffll,_ by his new-aeeent, bUt Hr. 
,you "'" ntrw: a conteHlon or 7wr CMr1. 1 Buddle did not reel tncltned t or It 
frtt "111. A Ylst t to a dance - It ta ; t.o,,,,nlght, 
repretwnalbl e bUt not heinous - he might / lll til e am:mt, !'k-, Budclle took a Gem 
well Uk e a l en lt111t 1'1ew, You D1R not, or '. to bed wl th hl m. 1 t wu an old cop7 1 one 
courN , tell h!a erry talsehooda-" [ publllhed r:iany yel!IZ"I ear u er , Hr, Buddle 

Pl11Q"'t11's Upa qu t ftred, Re crew a '. had oonnsoeted that old 01!111 from t1eredlth 
deep breath. : or hls tore. Heredlt?I was a lod wtth a 

•Do 1ou i;blnt that Vanderlyn will have j penehant t or readtna the Oeo on he 
told fill¥ other penon th at I 30prehended f lhoUld bnve been doll\8 other tlllngs. 
Mei at i;be Cl!nee ball, Bc.arlef.19 t Keredlth's fat.her was a collector or 

Plnty,.Ht•s race-. a little tll"l8)lter. : Gems, n CoMotueur or Gem. BecaJSG he 
•t tc:,, aire he won•t , sir.• Ph'lkrf1.1 ! believed that the oem was good tor boys , 

spoke QI.licitly. 1 .lll i;be Birth are In bed by j he trequentlY sent some ear !y copies to 
this tlcie. Vm,. haa~hl s oiln bed sitt ing- ! hls hope ful son at SJ.ooe with the strict 
rooa. 1111 drop In trX1 speak t o htm oo ~ 1 lnlunot t on that the b)petul bl RS to 
war to bed.• '. tak e &Nat caN or thee. 

Soodenly ttr. Buddle f elt vel"1 t i red. j 'lbat we.a 'flhere tr. Buddle caae tn. 
He wanted to be alone, to puule out the I When ttr. Budd.lo caught tteredlth read tng 
problec In hl s OM W!IY. 1 the Gm In elaas or when be !bou l d have 

•I' m. not qui te a.ire Jet 'lllhat I feel , j been do ing hla ennlng preparation , t.bat 
Scarlet ,• he aa.ld greye!y . • t wish to ; Cleci. was eonflacated . Hr-. Buddl e Olen read 
,pare your father 11iia.t pa.In I can , 7et It ls \ tbat. Cleo wtt.h gNot enJ o,:ient, and In di.le 
cl early r::, Cllf.¥ t o we tbe repon. to him. 1 oourse It es retumed to NeNCSlth:. It 
It Vanderlyn had been &lone, I lhould ban: '. "°' a t a lrU, regular h:lppentns In the 
mde .aich a report . I a.a not luatlrt ed tn 1 cycle or events. Whether tterectlth knew 
act ing dlf t erEntl.J lua:t beoeuse ihe H~ 1 that ttr. Buddle bad a weak:nesa tor tb& Oec, 
ma.stert a SCll ,ras also a pan.ner In thts : Mr. Buddle was not sure. He mapeotecl 
dreary eseepade . I , may wttn>old r:q report, 1 that 11eredlt.h guessed. 
on the WldeN'tanc:Ufll tha.t you ond Yander].yn [ 11r. BmcU.e odjustea hta 'beds ide latl) 
lllllke ywr confessions to the Headmafter t.o- ( flX! l ay back on hls ptUCIIII'. '11l1a Geo waa 
IIOITOlff . Com io Dill atter breakfast ln the i en.t.1t1ea •ca.st. out rrom The Scbool' mci It. 
11nmlng, .-1C2 1 will 1lve you =r deetslon / to l d or Che m.Jsedftnturea or a new bQ7 
then.• : named 'falbOt. 11r. Bucldlt bad read tt 

P1nk)'-t11 at.ood ln allence tor a narient . 1 before , a flllff Mekl earli er , Sid greatl)t 
He opened hla llpa to speak , SJ1 then i enJOJ'ed lt. He rqarded tt as a Une 
changed hh mlrd.. f drm:lailc aiory, Mld be naJ1 wrned t.o tb e 

• co to bed,• mapped tr. Bmdl e. : closi ng chapter which fltt:'ed 1n with hta 
I l:DOd to-n i ght . 

hr . Buddl e reod. 
Ten mtmt.ea later, tr . addle J)fflon:ted ; 

hl1 abluttona, and rolled Into h11 om bed : • Talboti • It llfas the Head. He ..ept. 
In hi s acUolnll'II room.. Re was rar from ta.rda tht 'ltltte-taced ,mt or , ht• brows 
bupw. h.uperatlon with end C<>qla1&too tor ' contraetec:t, hie m• nddna. N8Vllr had 
P11*rftl alt.emaw:i .~ hta n1nc1._ Re drelllde"2 .... the at. ,Jlm'a,,tellowa seen.,thetr beadlla.lter 
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poin t . Scarlet. What aboUt Vand:erl)'n?1' •Tru NII' ce , air? • 
Pl~l paused. Then be sa id ln a : 1 1 aa,r YoU, Scar l et. Then 1 aa" 

l ow Tot ce: l Vander)yn danc ing • Ith a young person . I 
•1 can•t speak ror Vancter}yn, .sir . • 1 pas sed into the dMce hall , and l nter-
Hr. Bud<lle sighed. He welkod over to i cepted Vanderl.yn. I oro:eNd hl a bock t o 

the window aM .stood l ooking out Into the i IChool , m'ld told hia to re port to r» as 
sw:DCr" sunshine. He turned rcun:S, J soon as be arrived . • 

•t ai:i not sure , Scarl et, • be said 1 Colour was f lood i ng Into Ptnky •·f11t s 
he.rrt J.y, 'lllhether I az:i do ing r ight or wrong. j rac e. 
I have decided tha t thl s oa.tt.er shall end : •Vanderl,yn repo rt ed to cie as I had 
here . Ho repo~ wtll be aid e to th e Read- ! tnstnicc.ed hh::i. He di d not tq>Uc at e ~ 
caste r .• 1 I wai t.ad tor yro to cooe to me or YtMr °"'-

PtnkY'-t11 caugh t his bre a tb. His ares i ac.cord , though yc u d id not know tha t I had 
opened wide, : seen you. • 

' Gosh, s trt.• he CJJttereci. . Therv was allX>st att ectl on t n the l ook 
ttr, Bu:ldle sctled v ery laint].y . J fthtch Ptnq-til gavo Mr. Boodle . 
•t do not d is gu i se tf>" optnt on, Scar l et , 1 • You expected r;ie to ooi:m to f OU am 

thet your act i on l aac. even ing was Sbocktng. i ~ e a el em breo., t or It , s lri' • 
You deserve puntshoent , bu t, because you ! •Under the ctrcll:lstances I telt sure 
are the son or the Headmaste r GOO he ts a J that you IJtOUld coe2 , Seer l et . The t oot 
man ot very h.lgh prtnc tp l es , I think th at 1 tl\a.t you di d - well , never c t nd. Tha t t s 
your punlsh:Jcnt eight be a l i ttl e grentcir ! one or the reaaona wey no report w.111 be 
then )'OU deserve , tr th e ca tt er caz:e to hi s J ca::le to the Headmster .• 
nottee . F'Urthen:iore , I shoold be sad Irr i Pln!Q"-f11 seeiled alno st at n l oss tcr 
deed to be the lns~t to bri ng pain and i words. 
- an:! upset - tnio the llre or your tat.her j •r ou•re a - grMCI chap , sir,• he said 
600 oother Mom t respect highly . • J ICl)etuously'. 

PINtY""f'\I stared at hls tiil t . His lip s ; Kr. Buddl e ahook hi s heod . 
trer:i>t.ed . He swal l owed. i • You d id Q8 - shall we cal l It a good 

• Fran tbe look on your race lh l s ! turn - once , Scarlet• he sa id. 
r:ximtng, I wooder ff'lethe r yoo IXlY' not have : ' Did t, s it? l don' t re:;:t(Stlber'?' 
been puntS\ed 11.1tt l elent1Y alreoo;)' , • No, I cton• t sup pose yc,u WOUld receo-
Scor l et ,• ttr. Buddle sa i d aent ty. t>er,• ol:laened ttr. Buddle, • but there "3.S 

Ptnk)-HI l ocked up. m ooea.ston when you he l ped gi a good aeal 
•1 have , su 1 • he said , almost - by lntroctuc l na your father to th e 

tnsud lbl.1. pert ocU eol calloe1 tb e Cem.• 
11r. Bu:ldl e clasped hi s hloos beh ind Ptrlky-tU chJckled e'*"an11Y . 

hi s b&dt . t •cti, tha t& tt. was nothJ..n&, s tr.• 
• Before you go to your c l ass , Scarl e t, [ Hr-. SUddle .!tlnlgged bis .!:'boulder s. 

I haY1l: t ime to t el l you S(Cletlllng.• i • rou wlll g lvo me Y<.:W' as surance that 
Plnlc)--t11 stood up , Md nr. B!Jdljle went 1 you will ne-.-er vtslt that d&nce hall aga in 

on. 1 I'll.Ile you ue a pup il a t Sl ade ,• he sntd 
~ t arrived at th e PaJ.ats l est : stlttl,y . 

even ing I took a tlek e t , ancJ troo behind the \ •I wouldn 't 10 again tor a fort un e ,• 
wl w t curt4 1.na "'1lch were dr81'h across the t ejecul at.ed PlnkY-t11. 
doorway, I scanned th e dMce hall . fllel'e •Q.ltte so . I am more c once rned about 
were a nu.t:Oer of c oupl es dancing , .ind a b Vander}fn. As a pre fec t, you wil l keep an 
wa.s pl aying on the stage . I n a comer , ne eye on ht m, Scarlet . You wlll t nrorm hlm 
til e stage , I saw a Slad e boy sonted at a that the matter 11 closed , but you migh t 
m:l.311 t eibl e. He d id not l ook p&'tlcularly add II warnln& as to t he narTow escape he 
happf . He l ocked, l n t act , wort"t od em has h80.• 
bOred. He 'M1S watching th e dn.lcwr , Md •1 •11 Oo that al l rt gbt , air ,• sa id 
his feet Wff't tapp tn.g to th e rtytm ot the P1M)""-t1t stl.ll"dll y. 
cus t c. • 'Flnallf,• went on Hr. Buddl e , • I hOpe 

.... __ ~1..:!2~ ~ ... ~creoulou~ fOU wtll both und~:~ ..... :,~~ ... ~ ... ~ .. ~~.!.~.!.~ .... 
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tiu not been an eaq one to make. It your : . The 
t at.Iler should ner l earn ot°llf act ton, he j first 

~!1!. ":t~:': C: ::. · e!e.7;pbcN11ard 1 ~ ,.,/ issue 
tntenael.1 n.r, wlm •• a 11181' coac. me IIW': ?. . of the 

~\f~/~~ =::,U::t~ou :.V.::er-! ~ origi-
~ted t o bout. F'or tma t.811 "' 8N nry j · nal td 
near t he end ot c.erm.• b Y "Grey -

Nr. Bmdle walked acroH t he atudY" and TOM friars 
opened the door . Herald" 
Searl:~:: ~ 1~:r ~C:~": 1:1::i~ a HOPPERTON was my 
tone. •I t my be t hat on tilts occasion I intro-

::r/:! ~ ::.. aR~~.:U-tllY or - ~ ~A . duction 
lie aavp a aour, 11tt.l e $Eltle. ~ to that 

tlall~t~ ::itll;~ C:t':~~~! emearit] fascina-
so li ttle , and .tiler did not come eutlY , j ting 

Re ,atd ~t last , luJ.skl lY: \school, and I remE1Dber it with 
•No, str , not U lle ~ · Ratl ton. l'k)ra fgrati tude . It was also my intro-

Uke - TOQ Kercy - moybe. [duction to "The Pride of the Ring", 
)by ''Mane Linley" , of which my 
!r,,co ll e¢tion was so dim that not 

went ~::t~1 b:!.,:"~ · o~;es- )even subsequent possession of 
JMlare on the ctantelptece. Abstrac tedly be :another ?lo. 1 could revive it . I 
mved bts n n&ers oYer the bani ' s cold head. \wish I could rEl!la:Dber what effect 

•1 won:ier, Wtlllam,• be msed , ''lh etber : --
tha t bey real'1ses we are not out or the W0011tThe Pride" had on me as a young
yet . That. woman Cllgbt dectde to ask 3114arard(ster : its impact on me as an 
quest Ima. Let t s . bo1>t she doesn't.• iac1u1 t is t errific. 
~ : Buddle atood ror 8 Ylhll e l ost tn. j It is now no secret tha t "Marlc 

.A.t last he Sl}ld, a little •tSttuU.r. :Linley" was Mr. G, R . Samways • 

.e wlira~n'~e~t~ ::i~1j : 1~~
81

1 .. N~w, there has been
1
some 

have made sure "tha t be never went In t ear :cn.ticism of Mr, Sarnways style 
or bis father.• :as a sub author , but let us be both 

~ 1!!1:,~~ Hr. Buddle. •I• m fair and reasonable . Ho writer 
late tor clus . • .coul d possi bly enhance his rep..ita
_ __ _ _________ ___,,t i on in such a job, writing without 

• • * * * * * ieven the credit or a by- line about 
charac t ers not his own and in imitation of Charles Hamil ton , "The 
Pri de of the Ring",. hovever , i s Samways pir,, , simple and unobstructed , 
By it he must stand or fall , 

The style shal l speak for itself , but a word about the plot is 
indicated , I f you look at a Hamil ton story, l.t is constructed as if 
• mentally , at least - the beginning and end t.ad been contrived 
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first and sufficient re l evant intermediat e mate ri al woven to bring i t 
to the r equired size . Against this , 11The Pride 11 i s a curious col l ec
tion of oddments , and most things appertaining to the mor e sensational 
school sto ri es have been jan:med into i t ,. sanetimes more than once . I t 
i s certainly no t Wlique in this , but it reads as if the original idea 
~tcred cut too early a..'ld chunks of additional matte r were clagged on 
{that 's a good Horthern expression ! } to spin it out . 

It begins : "Put up your hands ! Put ' em up , and by jimiey , I'll 
give you the thrashing of your life ! " Samways had not only mastered 
the l'.amiltonian t rick of begin."1ng vith an arresting bit of dialogue, 
he had bettered it . Hamilton rarely succeeded in sinking his teeth 
into the startled reade r in this fashion . Note too t he t-wo exclama t ion 
marks in the first couple of sentences : t here are l ots more to cOlile. 

The speaker is Neddy Walsh, who has j ust arrived at Earlingham 
School to find a "hefty lout" twisting a fag ' s ams . Barker , the 
bully is described on Page 1 as both a Fourth and a Fifth - fonner , an d 
in his first three speeches he stammers, shrieks , and splutters 
furiously . As Neddy incontinently thrashes him, he has some jus t ifica 
tion . The bystanders, being "conceited fops and unprincipled cads " 
mob Neddy and one "Dolly" Gray comes to his rescue . The cielee is 
broken up by t he arri val of the Headmaster, Dr. Mundy, who demands an 
explanatio n. 

Barlcer, no-.t dEII2oted to t he Fourth again , gives it . "If you please , 
sir' ', he said meekly , 11we were endeavouring to teach this new boy -
Squelch or something his name is - t he erro r of his ways . He clll:le in 
at the schoo l gates smoking a part i cularly vile brand of cigarette , and 
on looking in his coat pocket I found t his, " holding up a small bottle 
of spirits . The Head concurs i n Barker's obl ique deprecation of Wood-
bines , because : 11Good heavens 111 gasped Dr. Mwlday. "You astound me, 
Baiicerl Drink , am in one s o yow,g l How r evol ting! This i s doubt 
less the r esult of an upbringing i n the slUJ:1S of lo ndon , where th e 
wretched boy was taught to drink almost as soon ns he could speak l " 
"Boyl" thundered the Head. "Disrep.,table scoul>lrel and premature 
dnmkard l Come to my study at once ! Barker , you will kindly see 
that t he in t oxicating li quor you conf i scated from t he new boy is thrown 
away. " "Certainly , sir' ' said Barker promptly. "Drinking is a thing 
we don't encourage , s ir . " This i s so axianatic that the Hood doesn 't 
bother to reply as he hales !leddy away, and the prin t er took advantage 
of the break in the conversa t io n to sem out for a fresh sup pl y of 
exc l amati on marks. 

"The unworthy Head prided himself on the fac t tha t he could l!IBke a 
,..,, _____ ... _, __ , .. _ .. ,_ ......................................... ,_ ............... .,- .. ,.,,,,. ........................ ...., .... , ...... --.. ~ 
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junio r howl for quarter afte r three strok es . • Not our Neddy, how-
ever , who absorbs t welve without w:in cing . "There!" panted tho Head 
at las t, "Let that be a lesson to you, reprobat e!" 

For sane obscure reas on, Neddy is now disconten ted with Earling
hm:l and he and Dolly decide to run awey. Barker gets another hiding 
for obstructing thee and t hey run into thei r Fom-<IIBSter. "Boyl " 
shouted Mr. Cutt l e. . "Depraved bl aclQ!uardl You dare to threaten me 
with persona.l violence! " ("Cor l" groaned t he printer. "Another of 
th1111I Boyl More llll s" ) Cuttle was even more surprised a f ew 
moments l ate r when "he la y prostrate , emi tti.ng di re groans of anguish", 
while lleddy and Dolly make fo r London to l ook for jobs in a boxing 
booth . 

I t is already clear that Samweyslmn was the deaf = ' s paradise , 
Speaking was at a discounts in fi vo pages chllrac t ers have found it 
t ""8h on the ir vocal chords as they have stmnmered, shrieked , 
spluttered , panted , roared , muttered , snarled, rumbled, gasped , 
t hundered , shouted and snapped , 

Boxing booths net r ealising whnt th ey are missing, the chums have 
to seek wo:rl< in odd jobs before Neddy meets that I'll! who taught him 
boxing , Bob Sullivan , and Bob fixes a f i ght for Neddy at the Ring . 
Just as ho i s polishing off a pro fly-weight t here canes "in loud , 
resoWlding tone s• , "Stop ! Stop this fight i nsto.ntly !" You can t ell 
by the e:z:clam!lti on marks w}J.om 1 t is , and when tho officials and cash 
customers resent the int errupti on: "Fellow111 roared Dr. Mundy. "I 
want none of your i nsolen ce J No hooligan hands shall bo l aid on me!" 
He bears his prey "with black am bi tter feelings " back t o Earlingham, 
where he Ins jus t had Neddy hoisted for a record fl ogging when Sulli van 
and one Chumley (Why not Cholmondel ey?) , t he edito r of "Fair Play", 
burst in , "Put that birch down, you beet le- browed bul ly l" 

They quest i on the boys, find lruge weals on Hobbs Minor' s back , 
who 11had received a castigation such as not even the galley -s laves of 
old were accustomed to experience ", and by threateni.n& exposure i n the 
press canpel Dr. Mundy t o reprieve Neddy and apol ogise t o the assembled 
school . Aft er this th e Head has a stroke, and I don ' t blame him , 

Mr, Cuttle i s appoin ted Head, Sulli van is made drill - sergeant , and 
a Mr, Fann i s brought in as Master of the Fourth . Neddy now announces 
thn t he i s going to stamp out the prevalen t smoking ond boozing . "Who, 
pray," sneered Barker, "appointed you Captain of the Fourth?" "I 
appoin ted mysel f , • said Neddy calmly , and to vary the monotony of 
bashing lhrker so lus , he proceeds to r atify his a ppointme nt by taking 
on Barker plus Loaw: and Lee and wall opillg the l ot. Barker gets 
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trimmed again for ottempted pub-haunting and Neddy continues with the 
refonnation of the school . 

Earlingham was in such a bad state that it did not play g,imes , but 
Neddy serxls s challenge to Greyfriars , rec eiving Wharton' s acceptance 
on a Friday for a match next day . Only then does he begin te collect 
a toom. Ho rnkcs up five peoplo who played before coming to Ear~ 
ham and ekes them out with six who have nevor played - including 
Barker, whose sole asset i s "I'v e got a rough idea of t he rules of the 
game, thou,!11. " Neddy puts them through th eir pocos on t ho Friday 
afternoon, and the great day dawns. Now, this just shows you how much 
attention you can poy to Frank Richards ! He had been bragging for 
years about the Remove ' s football prowess , and the first time we ge t 
a.ny ioo ependent , outside information on the motter we find Neddy' s 
scratch mob run rings round Wharton and Co to draw 3-3 . 

'The juniors now r est on their laurels while the seniors take ove r. 
Cuttle , the new Head, roust s up four mnaters in the dead of night . 
11ca:ne at oncel " he said exc it edly . "I have been gros sly assaulted by 
Hobbs ( the School cap t ain) who was endeavourl,ng to break bounds ot this 
unseemly hour • • • • . It is essential that we should lay that desperate 
scO\Uld.rel by the heels, ere he proceeds t o further acts of viol ence £" 
They burst open Hobbs• bedroa:t door and settle down t o await the 
roisterer . The Head finds a bottle which he opens and sniffs . 
11Brandy111 he cried aghast . "Our worst fears , my dear Snope, are 
confinned . I 11 ttle thought to see the day when the vile malpractic es 
of t he gin palace were i ntroduced. to Ea.rlinghaml " 11To do Hobb.'3 justice , 
he had only kept braniy in hi s bedroom. in cas e of emergencytt. The Heo.d 
doesn ' t stop to think that this is usual and reasonob l e among schoo l
boys : he hurls the stuff from the window and "Yoopl What fath ead 
threw that?" roared Hobbs ' voice from the quadrang l e . 

*'Hobbs was a curious kind of follow • 11 He must have beenl After 
bowling over the Head to get out , he had nonchalantly proceeded to the 
Peol of Bells and now, drenched with brandy , he clllmly swanned up the 
ivy to his room. His nonchalance was dissipated when Hr. Snope set 
about him with a cricket stump and, after spending the ni;;ht ropod to 
his bed, he was expelled to "a unanimous roar of protes t 11

, "Shamel II 

Verney of the Sixth "sprang from his place ". "This is monatrous l" 
"It ' s grossly unfair ! " continued Verney hotly . "Hobbs i s a j olly good 
fellow an! you have no ri ght to expel him." 

Sad to say , Hr. Cuttl e i s impervious to this closely - reasoned 
rhetoric: he not only can expel Hobbs but does. The Sixth reve l t , 
and after parading the village with banners insc ri bed "Down 11:i.th Tyraney l" 



"Threo Cheers for Hobbsl" and ''Freedom for Ever111 bar out in a ca.fe. 
!foddy rescues Barker, who has fallen through the ic e , o.nd. "with some
thing l ike a sob , Barker extended n limp and dripping hand , 'You ' re 
a whi to man, Welsh ' , ws all he oould sey; but hi s look of gratitude 
spoko vol u:nes. " The Sixth drivo off the mnsters and poli ce with a 
bnrrllge of rotten eggs , Molly Fenn (a sort of Cousin Ethel) is kid 
napped by gyp, i os Md rescued by Sullivan, to whom the Heod prarlses 
aey reword he wishes , He asks for the re-instotement of Hobbs, which 
the bafned Head gronts but bru.ances it by expelling the entire rest 
of the Si xth , Tho whole of the school ri ses i n wroth and Cuttle 
backB down, 

Barker ' s gratitude to Neddy now gives vey at t he welts and our 
hero finds him with five cronies (literally) bolting Prince, a fog , 
Ee strews them to th e ground and rushes off with the kid in his ams , 
Th.is must have been one of Neddy's off-dnys, because "inch by inch the 
cads of the Fourth gained on thei r pray , " Assisted by the hot-foo t 
arrival of Dolly and a pal., the bullies end up thrashed aga in, while 
Prince has been so maltreated that he ends up in the san ., where Barker, 
overcome by contrition, offers : 111111 be your friend for ever and a 
day - if you 'll have me, that is . " The fag goes t o sleep hol ding 
Barker's Mnd.. This is not , as you might suppose, a precautionary 
~easure , because he hod "a happy s:oile playing about his lips , As 
for Barker , he fe lt a different being , New and nobl er thoughts were 
passing through the bully ' s mind aa he kept his all - night vigil by the 
bod.side of tho slumbering fag , " 

Neddy i s now catched with Ben Barnes, a touring schoo lboy boxer, 
and on the day of the contest a Bunterish new 'ooy arrives at Earling 
bnm whose name turns out to be • • • • •• Wait for i t1 •• .• BEN BARNES% 
Once the confusion is so rted out , Neddy knockB out the boxing Barnes , 
Anot her newcaner is Benjamin B&rtholanow Bo.raduff Binks , and what 
should he be with a name like that but Sk:i.Llpole-and-wate r? If he 
doesn't excit e the reader, he does the staff . ' "Boy! Binks! Idio t! 
Depraved blackguard !" roved the Form-master , beside himself with 
possio nl' Tho pedz,gogue was obviously out of pl ace at Earlingbllm : he 
should have been at Eton or Harrow. Barker demonstrates his new and 
nobler th0\l8hts by bullying Binks only to be - Don• t bl ame me but 
here it canes ogain - thrashed by !1eddy, Most peopl e would have 
been overcome by the monotony bofo re now, but Barker was a sticker. 
Binks runs avey and is kidnapped by a couple of toughs, His mates , 
regret to say , hod no more sense than to rescue him and bring him back , 

Barker, stUl being now and noble, causes a rift batwoen Neddy 
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an:! Dolly by spinning a pack of li es , ood inveigles Dolly into ll 

smoking ond gambling jOTty wich Noddy br eoka up. Am what happellS 
to Barker'? Thllt ' s rigbt l · 

Chapt er 29 - the l llSt - is head ed "The Conquering Hero" an:! deals 
with the Public Schools Boxing Tournnmcnt . Tom Merry ge ts p.ished out 
ror ly, and t he lightwe i ght fiml h.:ls Robert Cherry, Greyfrinrs, and • • • 
who else but Neddy'? fu t Noddy' s focc "WllS now drawn and haggard , and 
his eyes hsd 11 lack-lustre look." In t he fourt h round "th o furling 
ham fellow ' s face was positive l y ghas tly by thi s time . • Dolly Gr:iy 
mutt ers : "What ewer's cane over poor old Neddy?" He was no mug, 
this Dolly , to llSk such 11 question. It hnd not esCllped his at t ention 
thst "Neddy' s l eft am hung limpy by hi s sid e.• Greyfrinrs boxing 
wos evidently "" big a f roud "" Greyfriars fo otbru.l, because Neddy 
knocial out Bob Cherry regardless , and then faints . Bob Sullivan 
l eaps in the ring for a hasty e:mm.ination. 1Gentl E!D.en," ho said , rith 
just a suspicion of huskiness ill his voico , "Noddy Welsh hss fought 
ri8h t thro\l811 t he final with 11 sprllinod wri st . •• 

With t hat , Mr. Samway,, very wisely decided to call it a d!ly1 llS 
anything even he could have added in cont imia.tion must have been a. 
crashing anti-climax . fu t he hsd dono enough , and I unhesi tat i ngl.y 
prccl:iim "The Pri de of the Ring" to be 11Nl8llificcnt , the most superbly 
bo.d school s t ory I have ever read. He was qui t e young uhen he wrot e 
it , a.nd it clear l y r eveals what a pity it was thst he evor allowed the 
lmnbont nomo of his developing genius to be cri bbod , cab in' d and 
confined in th e shackles of substitute authorship. If he h'1d gone on 
hi s wcy unhsmpered, thero is no saying whst fom tho school story might 
hsvo ul ticate l y developed. Certainl y it would nover hnvo been the 
snmc again . 
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Conducted by JArJK WOOD 

As we !'lave a real t,unper reast of i()Od rnrc rroa a vartecy or chefs t hJs ronth , rr;:, 
OM recark., ,ri ll be brie r . But I can hardlY l &t the g.Na t ocensloo - 200 not out. -
pass "tthout a r~ eornent s . 

Firs t th en, dUe trtbUte s c.o the lnt.e Herbert L11dcenb,v, lh> gaTe the 1nntns• so 
.nrong en open ing rotnintlon, Md tow pn!decesS<lr , Bob B!ythe , f er his equall.y so li d 
oontrlbutlon throUgh thll partleular section or c .o. 

Seoondl.Y, thanks to our editor , Eric Fcyne , and to tbe host er f te l llar contrlbUtors 
tnxi acong tb& Leet t es , ror the ir contJ oolng .sound bat ting tfltch has kept the score 
ar,lnc stead l )y alone towards "1.at rNJ:J well be a new record total . 

And thll"dl.Y, w thanks to all those patleot writ ers and reoders mo have "alted so 
long to see the ir work In print , or ror a repty rn:ic oe. In apo l ogi s ing aea ln ror ~ 
fa i lures to anSl'fer oorrespoodence , t ean on).y SQ I t la ent irely due t o preBSUN or work 

,ititchi : , ar:..O:!~ !n~i!::~::'!:J'!:aT:~;: :sf !~a ~i:en"r::. l~SUN. 
7 p,c.. or 10.16 p.a. and oldntght tr anyone IQlt s to ring ne up - rn erae the char&H It 
' reellY neee:;sary l .UJJ81S glad to hear from yoo. /.nd now, here ' s to Uw :,OOt.h edltlont 

STICKil!G MY !/ECK OUT By ROSS S'J'ORY 

Being a comp.lrnti vo newcaner to the r-:mks of th e O.B. B. C. i t i s 
sometimes difficult for me to 3.Ssess just how much has been writt en 
about the Nelson Loe Library over the past fourteen years l PerhaJB 
it is for this reaso n I often hesitat e to write on any aspect of it , 
for I feel sur e t hat whatever I may wan t to scy has been so.id before , 
and for more ef ficiontly . I enjoy all th e contents of the C,D, but 
na.turolly the contributions which inter es t me most aro those dealing 
with St, Frank ' s, St. Jim ' s and Greyfriars (in that order ) . Am be
cause I have enjoyed the works of both Edwy Scarles Bl'Ooks ond Charl es 
Homilton I have often been intrigued and amused at the fierc e riwlry 
which exists between the two CMps. However, it is a healthy rivalry 
(withou t it th e C,D. might perhlJB bo likened to bread without sol tl) 
so I now propose to sti r it up n littl e moI'<l by stating j ust why 1 
think BI'<loks """ a better write r thon H:imil t on. 

Perhn}S the difference can be sunmed up in one sentence : Ho.m:i.lton 
w:'.lS an excell ent writer of boys ' stori es ; Brooks was .in excellent 
writer who wrote boys ' st ories . It is surprising , looking back , to 
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find how matur e his writing vas and certainly not difficult to see hov 
easily he made the transition from school stories to novels when the 
fo l ding of tho Nelson Lee Libralj' forced him to tum t o the adult 
m.n.rket. Hamilton was fortunate in tMt he was ablo to conti.mle 
writing his school stories l ong afte r the m&ket had closed to his 
contemporori.os - coul d he, however , have slid so smoothly and success 
fully from ono sphere of writing to nnother, os Brooks did? I think 
not, nnd this along I think emphasises the point that Brooks wos, 
technically speaking , n much better writer than Hamilton. 

For exampl e, whllt obout this? 
Stevens was not quite so halting . He was spooking moro freely, 

with a great confidence . And vi th evecy moment his se lf-cons cious 
ness grew less . Mr. Noggs and Browne hnd become a blur, the whole 
auditorium was a mere space . St evens did.n 1t quite lmow whether it 
was filled or Empty. 

And then it ceased to be even a SP3ce. I t became iiothing . 
Mr, Noggs and Brovne vanished, The footlights di sappeared . St ovons 
fow>i himself living in th e actual s cene portrayed in lus father ' s 
play . And it """ here that he rev ealed his genius as n true acto r . 
He forgot whero he was, and threw himse l f into his part so thorolJ8hly 
that for t he time being he ~ the inllividunl he represented , 

The test was a severe one, .::t t errible one. 
fut this mere boy of eighteen overcame the drawbacks , Absoluto

ly alone , vi thout any audience to pllly upon, without any stage support, 
he de livered that speech vi t h overwhelming success . His gestures 
were superb, his express ions remarkable. Even his voic e, untroined 
o.s it was, contained such infloxions run cadences thot 1'Ir. Noggs sat 
there , mn3Zed. 

He come back to earth ; he know that he ws once ngnin upon 
this cold stago. And his awkwardness returned . Flushe d, breothlese, 
he stood there fo r a manent . Then ho leaped over the footlights Md 
joined the oth ers , 

This is the kind of writing that does not need to have oru, word 
or scntenco al t ered to fit the contemporary scene . It coIIVeys in n 
few short , exprossive Jl(lI"'81'3phs - with almost terrifying renl.ism - the 
mental agony which any and evecy actor must have experienced nt somo 
time i n his caree r , Put this story once more in t o print and between 
hard covers and I nm will i ng to swear that i t would hold its own any 
day with the best of thEm, either adult or juvenile . Brooks never 
•wrote down• to his rerulers ; in truth , I do believe that once he 
started to write he never stopped to conside r tha t he ws writing for 
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a (suppo sedly) juvenile m<U'ket - which is l'9rhaJlB the re ason so maey 
adults r ead the Nelson Lee in itn hey-day lam still dol) 

l!smil ton and Brooks both were great wr1 t ers of schoolboy stories 
- how else would the Magnet and the Gem and the Nel son Lee hnve 
endured for so long, not only in our m""°rles but in col d hard print? 
But unlike Hamil ton , Brooks oover at any time made the mistake of 
sacrificing quality to quantity. I B.'11 well aware that in saying this 
I am "sticking my neck out • - in fact, I can almost hear the sowxl of 
knives being f'uriously sharpened by enraged Hamiltonisns - neverthe -
l ess, I stand by what I say. Brooks .!!Ma better writer than Hamilton 
- and I think the above extract s ( t aken from No. 562 Old Seri es) go ~ 
long way towards proving it . 

I shal l now sit bnck and wait for the sto rm to break l 

QUESTIONS A!ID ANSWERS By NORMAN PRAGNELL 

~: ~ ·l'ltlgn ot st, f'J:91*F 
I wonder what would h.an happened, It, on ooe brl&ht morning In 1930, th:luamds or 

lll"d.ent J1qnet Naderi , haTln& tnwsted thllr ""*11 twopence, found that beton they 
ware halt waY thrcu&h the story , GN)'frt&l"S eon ece wu no DOrt, and that llart'J' Wh8rt,on 
9ld eo. had been nacuated to Londcn. Conatematt on and roan or qer u tllndreds or 
pen s acrtbble<t the ir protHtl t o Fnd. Richards and '° th e Editor or the tteenetl And 
rt g?l.tlY ao or OIXJl"stl 

But lt n1n r haWtnecl. to Creytrlan:. St. Frank'• "°" tbe unlucq sd'loOl to aurrer 
a»ell a rate. Why, oh whf, d id It hlffe to haW4fl to our o,f'I toourtte acb:>ol7 ni e 
wrt t er or t.htlt no tea ..aid not b!t:n bem W'dll,1 perturbed onr tht fate: or ON7frt ars , 
or St. J lo• s , cocie to that, bUt on that Wd:leld«r mom!ng of January 25th , 1930, he was 
utl'tDel.r upaet. there was h11 belond Bt. Frank' s t n rleDI• , with a burnln& a l nblp 
.i,raddled rJght ocrou lt. Proteascr Zlngro e wa,: oo th e ICd:"Ch again and St. F'rar*'s 
wu no nre . 

for an ui,lena t loo ot these nenu tt t a necessary co go back a tew nmtlla and not.ti 
the clw)ges wt were alrea::tr occurTlng In tb t He.boa Lee Ltbrlll'J• Thoae brtlltnnt]J' 
dratlat l o stories such a, the tlrat C&ra QJ.trte aiertes, tht St. fnnkta In Dtagr"ICe, and 
Ow Sahara ,ertu, aM ~ others that had appeared between t92.r1926 WN no I one.er 
being .. 1tien. In the i r pleee had coai such n.tber nonde11Crlpt Nrtu and 1tngl1 
1torlea, uu tho1e oealt.n& wUb U'le rhalr,r between St. f'rent.'• and tbe River HOUM 
School , p the •1.n&ora' •eriea , - quite good tn their-, , btl:t lactlna t.ht bite ot 
tboff 1tortea prtttcu1l7 menttmed. Ynrlou. hints dropped by both Btookl and the 
Editor tonlbadcMed the dwleu tbat MN to coa. Jl'Ull .cal• det.toUn stories •n 
m the Wl!l1, and bed th llt dMinge, been , rtlct entl)' csn1ed out the)' 'fllCUld, • belt.,. • , 
Mt been mccea,tul and led to M tncreaae 1n the Nel,on Lee's clr<:Ulatton. Whoenr 
Cllde Che deel1lm co destrar S t. Frtink' a mat bear the nllJ()llatb l lt~ tor UM turther 
decline of the Neleon Lee L1brer7. Broou ffCte tbe ftOl7" In whJ.cb UM d .. ttucttcn or 
St . Franlt'. WU NCOrded, Wt IC, •• doubttul u he WO., Yel1' bepS1)' about doln& Jt . Bis 
O'lll mrdl on this u,ect _.. as rou.c.a: • TM dectston to destrw St . FNnbl I 
cd'.l•t rmea>er e:mctl.7 , tiut a:iat Uk.• 11 It .a. Qle &dtt<r'• Idea. 1 bad to acne wtth 
a lot ot Ullna• whtcb went ap.lnlt the gratn.• 

, f tll" better Idea MlUld bafl be~ to ban 1tnn the Niil.an Lee tMl coq>lete atorl u , 
ooe a ldiool ltOr,', the oeber, a at.ol7 dealln& wtth tbfl ctetectl'ff eeadalf'. With no 
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~rt. ~t.orl e.s ror ser ials. botb stor l e.s b)' Broc*s could han been t'Ull l ength and readers 
wrold have had the be st or both WOl"ldS. The cont tnuH;y or the St. Frank's stories "°'1ld 
haTII been can- led on, 'lllbll e tbose readers Ibo ~ted the det aot lff sto ri es would have 
btlen wel\ sait srted. HQlfenr, tbeae Ideas ..ere not to be, and th e Nel soo Lee SJftered 
aa t he n&J.t . 8rook.1 camo t be blaced, nor can the readers , although wi thout doUbt 
CllnY or tJ"teg ,ranted aome change . The bl.m:,e ri:u.st be put ,quare)Jr on th e shoulde r s or 
the &dltor at that ttm.. No doubt he cwld not have eared l e.u , to use a codem alsig 
vhrose. What a pttr , when a t'IOI"I! t bcQa.httul and Wtlht.ened edl~ r l al pol l ey e ight 
have prolon&ed the Ur e or the Nelson Lee Library tor SCX'lll years . 

In cur next article we shall dl&CUSs the e ruct t hat M beltn e Pi:eMeth BroOkes • 
Illustration s had on tho Nelsoo Lee. 

UMLOSI 

~ - ~e~l-~~ 
One of Lord Dorrimore's oldest ond most faithful friends was an 

African native called Umlosi , Umlosi , the giant chieftain of the 
Kut.D.na tribe , was a mighty warrior ; a great friend but a terrible 
enemy. 

It w:,s in the 'I vory Seekers' ( OS 105) , when we first ca.de the 
'1cqun.intance of llmlosi , that he succeeded to t he chie ftai nship of his 
tri be by de f ea ting hi s rascally ha.lf - brother , Fatoomba, in combat . 

This wes also our first meeti ng with Lord Dorri.more although we 
wero to l d that Nelson Lee already knew him. Straight away Umlosi 
christened Nelson Lee as ' llmtagat i • (boc'1USe Umlosi believed he had 
mcJgical powers) , Nippe r as 'Manzie' (meruri.ng 'water ' becoose of hin 
sparkling eyes , ond Dorrie as 'N'Kose 1

• 

Umlosi had 1ll!lily remarlc.able chnractcristics , including his 
phenomenal strength and his tigerish fi;1hting qu:,li t ics , but the most 
remarknblc of all was his 1snnke' , o.s he himself called it. This was 
n sixth ser.se and was a sort of crystal boll; it told Uclosi of 
:l;;u:rl.nent danger, at which times he claimed that he snw ' red mists • - a 
true sign of forthcoming bloodshed. 

His 'snake ' was instrumental in rescuing lord Dorl1.more and Mr. 
(later Sir) Hobart Manners out in South Afric'1 . Dor rie and his 
canpanion were '1ttempting a C..pe-to-Cairo flight in Mnnncrs • Mropl= 
'The Wl:lmerer of the Skies •. The 'plane had been seen ovor 
Bloemfontein but hoo. disappeared between there and Johannesburg . The 
days passed and no nows wes heard and all hope .es given up. llelson 
Lee believed that the • plaoo had gone off course and had been forced 
to land in the Kalahari Desert . 

Umlosi •s ' snake ' said ot herwise ; it told him in his dreams thnt 
his beloved N'Kose wos near at hand on the Veldt . Lee and Umlosi, 
accanponied by sane. Removi tes , journ eyed to Vierstad .. ond fouro Dorrie 
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and Manners impri soned on an ostrich fam owned by o diamond- smuggler 
cal l ed Vo.nhoek. Vonhoek hnd lured Dorrie into land.log and had sto l en 
his • plane so as he could use 1 t to tcl<e his diamonds to &irope . 
Needless to SIIY, VMhoek got his jus t reword. 

Aoother of Umlosi ' • attributes , his groot strength, soved Nelson 
Lee 's lif e in El Dorado, the city of t he White caants , in the vild s of 
Acazonion Brazil . The Ciri-Ok - Boks, th e enemies of the friendly 
Arzocs, attacked El furado and one of their mimber climbed over the 
barricade and advanced on t he unprepared Lee with his oxe roised . 
Thon. •• "he (Umlos i) grnpeed the mud l!l3ll round the waist , whirled him 
o.loft , 119 though he had been a mere child, and sent him flyiog down 
over the bnttlements. " Truly a rival for Hercules or even the mighty 
Samson himself . 

His fi.ghtiog ~uo.lities were magnificently desc rib ed i n 'Kassker' s 
Armad.3' ( 1st !IS }9 J whon t ho usual St. Fronk ' s party visi t ed Northes t ria 
for th e first time , When the ena,y Gothfanders attacked , Umlosi 
"f ought lik e a m<>n possess ed.• His qhty s pear wreaked great hovoc 
among the invaders ; "the enenzy fell baclc before him, aghast , and the 
growxl was littered with dev.d. 11 From t.his it is obvious that no man 
was lknlosi 's equal with a spear - be had no faith in modern instru 
ments of var. 

Umlosi, as blo..ck ti.a cool , as tough o.s te3k, as strong as an ox, 
:wo.s a gre.:it nnd mighty warrior and a tru.e and faithful frienl . 
'.Uthou,lh on the very friendliest of terms with nll the St. Frank ' s 
;rellows hi s greates t friend was Dorrie - N'Kose - with whom he vent 
through many a stirring adventure in tho four corners of the world. 
Their trevel s together t ook than to both Poles , the South Seas , India , 
China, South Americn, the Soham among other places . 

All hi s qurui tios make Umlosi a very worthy le ade r of th e Kutana 
tri be - a noble nnd honourable rnce .,,ho live in th e dense f orests in 
Centro.l Africa - o.lthOUl!h it i s doubtful whether he spent ruch time a t 
hooe if he trav ell ed all over the world . 

A l£l'TER FllOM sr. FRANK'S By JIM COOK 
St. Prn1*•s Coll ege_. 
Ben ton, ais.su: . 

The Rl nr Houae School has"°" a nacM.l'ldtng Ttet.ory CJ1'er thelr sr.. Frank'• rt vals. 
n,e Qlter, ot tbe acr:ike seen tssulnc troa one or tba cbl:r1ey1 at Noet Holl°" MS been 
gcnt]J' eXPlaJnec1 1n a l et te r trm Hal Brewster. Tel.I wil l Neall that Nipper exactned 
Hoat Kolle. UJroQghout ln lits lnnst t&at l on after SCDk.e hM bem npcirted bei ng seen at 
t hts t amia and eeri e old houae but al.th:Jue'b a vtrY careM aearch bad been z:lakl then 
"as no nldtnce of M)'b()dr havtne oc:cq,ted Hoat Hollow. Th• Remve were t:f'lt tt led anci 
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Qulrltet s name cropped up ecaln as It al'IMYS does l'ben mexp l a tned events occur. But 
QJ.trke wasn•t to bl ame at all. It was merel.Y Hal Bl"ewster or t.ne River House PBYlnc 
St. Frank'• a trtne owed th ua. 

The astute N lpper wa.s t oOled up to the e7ebl"Ol'fs il'Jd the Re110ve IS c l atDOurJng tor 
soff.8 repri sals . And It was a ll so stnole . Hal st.a tH In hts let te r to Nipper -
which suddel\.ly appeared on the noti ce board one morning .. that It was reallY Cyrll 
Graham• s tdea and eredlt 1111St &O t o him. • Nnert.lleless n. was a &Nat victory tor the 
Ri ver House and 1t Ule juni ors or the i..c.er School a t. st. franti s are a U tt.le peeved 
at Ni pper's t nactlvtt¥. "'10 c an bl aM them. St . Prent ' s , and the Remove In par ticul ar , 
want octlon . Of late , t he River Howie, led bY Hal Brewster, have notched up qu i te a 
few scores In the i r rrtenc11Y r l'valry a,galnst St. F'rank•s ano th is recent disp l ay of 
super lorl t1 ts smrc.1na the Remow to act ion or ¥iY kind bl.It Nipper at.Ill dallies . 
The R_emve cap t a l n•s policy ot wat t SM1 se e baa a1..-a,s pal d div idends but wlr.h the 
jun iors In t ement ar wr thts l atest j ape I w<:n:ier hOW poor old Nipper l s go t ng to 
eppeue them. 

In sp it e of the fortress that ta Hoat Holl CM' lt seems there are chtnk..s that art/ 
jmtor ca>. squeer.e thrrugh tor Oraham, a 00111Parat1ve1Y new ca:ier to th e dl strl ct , ciarr 
agect to gat in an::I put an ob3ect up a chlmey. I t "a.a Mlat l s com:ionl,1 lmONl as n 
Sl!Xlke boat, llht ch Craham had ftllde t n the schoo l l aborotor'Y and l'lavlna wedged lt up on e 
of Ule Hoa t Hollow ch tm eys end f ired it he had qutckly disappeared and returned to the 
River House to ""a t t deve l opcients. He had not l ore t o watt tor the smoke "as seen by 
~self as I trudged t.hrough the snow on Irt" way to St. f'nrlk' s . But other junl ora had. 
reported l t aa Hoe.t Hollow cm be aeEn f roa the upper windows of the A."lclent House 8M 
I think Cectl OeVal er te had remarked on the str3lie <>eCUITEnCe. Nipper hod lnsl st ed 
there was no smoke withal.It ttre and h is diligent bl.It at,ortive tnvest tga t lons lnto the 
cr,stery and the subsequent so lutl «l that eraekled in Brewste r's lett er l ee! to shoUts 
deClal'ldlng his resignation. But Nipper wasn ' t worried. He had gone tbroUgh a per iod 
such as thi s nany t i mes before md no doUbt, would d o so aga in . Ht crobes lt ke Tedd;Y 
Lor.g, Sni pe and Core-Pearce shouted louder thm ioost althcllih one wonders how the se 
3un lc:irs cocslder t heme l ves in volved . 

Up to the t lce of ,rttlng Hipper has not re t al.lat.ed ~ I have not hl n& to report 
on any scheme he has In mind • ffle •tul winter 1S over [f)d the c oun tryside ts shedding 
I t s bl eakness and tu-atlng out In colour . In t a ct, we were well Int() Spr ing when I 
lert tor London ond Moat Holl ow set In I t.a &looey ff'ld torb1ddt rc scene seems a th l n& or 
th e past. 

It was 1ert to Regg ie Pitt to extract revenge on the River House . tn a let t er t o 
?:11:1 he tell a ce Nippe r bu le ft St . F'ra.1*.' s wt r.b Nel soo Lee t or-a tl oe . They have flown 
ou t to New <iutnea in response to an urgen t c all by Lord Do?Tl c:ore. Dorrie la In no 
Ganger but th e t oct t hat Nelaai L.ee cal l ed at 10 ,, Oclmtng St reet before leaving London 
g ives Reagl e to t h ink Lee• s lll!ettng up with Dorr ie ts polttl cal . Recent d i sturbance 
In Neff Guinea was cen tt oned by Nippe r to Reggh! •s enqu iry abOJt a t el egr am sent t>y Lord 
Oorrloore to Lee , but DoITle QUOted •orttclal ass l stance9 and did not re re r to troub l e. 
As ts usual When Nipper ts unable t o conttl'Lle es sk i pper Pi tt asSUt:2s the c apt a incy. 
He t e ll s !!le t ha t Nippe r had pf"OQl sed hio that the Riv er House was goi ng t o be rudel.Y 
m'tak4:ned vecy sho rtl.y mid Hipper h8d t.hought of an Idea to wipe out tha t t.eIT l bl e ?t:>at 
Holl cw af f air. But what Nippert s plan was we lftall f>emaps never tnCM". 

But Pi tt cl eared the sla te ana l t i:iny be .sooe tl cie tK!t ore Hal Brewster Sid Co., 
ge t tdeBS of p i tting the ir wits egalnst the: St . Fran.k ' s t ellCM"S. Reggi e thou.gJl t or 
the Idea flhen he read in the B:innlngt<ln Cue t te tha t F'an:ier Holt was aPPlYlng tor belp 
on his f arm. An musual acoun t or s i ckness Nd tollen on Holt' s labourers and t he 
passing ba:1 weather demanded a t tentloo t o 1218 taro at once. So Reut e , out or the 
goocl'less In hla heart ,, wrot e t.o Farmer Hol t llR1 a1&&ea teci Ms aohoo lt ellow s ftOUl.4 asslsi 
In 3l'lY wn th e fanm?r needed . And Pitt signed the l et t er Hal Bre.__. or m, 
Rtver House School. 
,..,,_..,!.ortunatel.y Pit t knew Hal ' s ,s lpatlJre f l'OCI l e t ters thnt,,Bnwater tr:e<J;uenJ;:\l., wt"()te 

• Cyrtl Crahar.l Bn"tYed In No. ,24, 1519/1%fl . 
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to ht: on sport :oi tl:it ures and tL&Ylnc cyped tbe lett er on the Q'Pe'M'l te r 1n Ule senior 
eom:xin Rooc b8 posted 1.:; to Farnr Holt. I.a CllCb a.a he hated the taea or helping the 
unspeakab l e F)u- .oM~· Hol t , he telt Ole Oeea! lon ,a, tn a id ot bJgher prlnet pl ea and le t I t 
go at that . 

Th.Ls it was tha t th e oe:rt dq betna a Wednesda)' • and a 'ft l"J nice da1 too - u,era.1 
j un,o rs could be ,een ~ all c:be artemoon d lgg lng up Fan::>er Holt' s potato ri eld. 
~ ::-.echontcal plough s t ood tn eri tn a comer of tJie rleld, a YlctlD or the very se<rert 
r rosts . And t he lllllors ba ttl ed on with their rortca end apodea mcti. to tbe deltgl'lt or 
a crom or St.. P'nl'lk' , chepa mo watcbed U'te .angry rcru ond the sull en spades sntte tb e 
C1'(Uld. tr . Hogge, or tbe Rl't'er House , bed been highly pleased that several or hla 
ba)' .S had Yolunteered to aa st,t Hr. J erecii!h Holt In hJa prec:Ucament. Holt ha:S phoned 
at once 1'hln he read Pitt' s l et t er and th e t amer• , attitude to schoolboys eu:klenlY roae. 

t t roae to an attect t onat e l evel or father ly l ove t OfW"ds the River Houae boys. 
It wSTm!d: l'tlen lh e st. Frtllk ' s lwlora ti>~ Qnd cheered Bretlster an:i eo . tiut strtct,
lY spooking Hr. Jerer.:ilah Hol t reallY should have thank ed st. Fr(flk' s tor Ulla JIIOOdertul 
assl:.tmce to bi s very depl et.ed l aboUr force . 

Poor Hal had aiecw:ned at the on.set fer th e letter Dr. Hogge hod attenr&'ds 
received troo Holt was tn Hal ts author i sed s igna ture md a beal!l:lng heatti.aster eongratu,,. 
l a.too a SOQ!l'flat surpr i sed era.d or ;tuntora ln their COl'.XlC!n Room. Brewster hM 
h:o adla t.e).y aeoo Nt pper •s banc1 ln t he eehec& bUt on Ull s occas Jon he was lll"C:q. He wu 
not 8'l'Ql"t or Nipper' s dopertun tra:ISt. Frar« •s . 

l.r4 a Nluctant cn:,,d or lunl ors ca thered In the qu.od under t he benevol ent e,e or 
Dr. No}Yr)E!UX Hoa e on:1 Sll'dled c:Qt to htlld-pl ough Fan:,er HoU• s potato rt e l.d.. Just M 
U)ey re~ Pd t ont s Bend th e I on. Jiubrey de Vere Well bome & eo. who htd bem Inc l uded 
tn the part y Cl!de a sudden dash and ran through the hedge. But Randt ort.h & Co. , had 
spotted th en IWw:1 they mJre brough t back Md h.Yw:Jed over to Brewster . Ral was ree llng 
J>etter at the though t th at the honoUrabl es had not esc eped th e di gging. The exerci se 
~ dO thea good alt.bollgh he ooulctit t see tlleo be ing thalktul . 

J. yery t ired and "90l7 part.1 l ef t Holt' s Fare: as du5k d ucended and llk c tile ploogho
t'llln In the poee s low].)' wended their ,rs;y OTer the aeadowa back to the River House School. 
St,. F\"tllk•s had wiped out tha t terrib l e stain and a ll thi ngs • re left eQJ.al . Hal 
Brcwsc.er & co. were too t1rec3 even to thlnk or reprisals but I t behoved St. F'r'ank' • to 
be ver., care tul trott that ciocent for tlle River House were bent on revenge. 

In the cieantl ce Ni pper la a,,s;y wltll Nelaon ~ and the ir absence Is felt. I CQ 
haTe news in QY ncn l ett er . 

* * * * 
FORTY-THREE YEARS AFl'IB 

By Frank Hancock 

Recently I adverti sed for old boys books in a monthl y Horthern 
oagazine, and r eceiv ed a lotter fran n Mr. W. Vel ls t of Luddcnd.en, 
Hali fax. Ha wri tcs: 

"Ono of my warch OU3anen found t he encl osed copy of t he 'Boys Reo.l..c:!1 

tu cked away wlder a beam over what was usually a wool bin , where 
npparontly a young voolsort er had lain on top of the wool pi l e and 
tucked tho paper away for safety when ho heard th o foroman coming . 
The wool in the bin was then probably sont to scour , and there would be 
no way of r etrieving t he paper , where it has l aid sinco 1915 till now. " 

The 'Boys Realm' is No. 690, dnt ed (c £_ntim o~- ~ 342!.!!!__ 
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Chips - in the year 1916 
"v LEONAJID PAnOWI 

Tho yoar 1917 - at which tilllo I was n boy of tvolvo - is whnt I 

Cll.11 my 11?U'l)l e pcriod 11• To mo, tho juvenile publ ications of tha.t 

particular ye= had n somethinir nbout than (maybo t ho storios hsd 

moro appeal , or perhaps I vss taking a keener interest in them) that 

, VWI never surpassod . The BOYS Oll!I P!flll , CAPl'AIN nnd Cl!UliS, al th0\l8h 

very fine piblications , had never in t eres t ed mo very much, but even 

th ey had n special nttraction that yenr . Incidentally , mlJ60Zines 
such o.s S'l!WID, WINI60R, 
PEARSO!IS, BYST/!llD:m e t c. , 
seemed to h.o.ve th.'.lt Slime 
"90m0thi1Jg" thD.t yonr . 

Thero i s , howovor, 
ono spec i al pi blicntion 
vhich has alvnys hold 
prid e of plnce abovo my 

"?Jl'ple period" I Md that 
is CHIPS for the yonr 1916 
- I LLUSTRATE!) CHIPS to 
giv o it tho correct t i tl e . 
This !'lblication , llS I 
ho.ve mentioned in prcviou.s 
.articles , was th o very 
first paper I wer rooo; 
ind eed , at th e age of fiv o 
I could not ro:s!, but I 
enjoyed l ooking ot the 
drovings , and th.'.lt which 
my li ttlc broin foiled to 
gros p was soon intorprctod 
by my dear mothor . 

As I hove also stated 
before , from th o day I saw 

,.;-;; ·. ·.· my first copy until i t s 

CHIPS AS Ir WAS Ill 1916 domise in 1953 C!llPS vns 
tho only link vi th my boy -

---· - ------ -- hood that rooiainod -·--· - -
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completely unbroken through th e yenrs of adul t life (and t he ;;;,nsi 
bilities , plew,ures and soXTOws that cane with itl) 

The reason f or my exceptional interest "in thi s canic paper for 
the year 1916 i s primarily because of tho wonderful soriol that ran 
from No. 1322 (Jan 1st) to No. 1365 (Oct. 28th) titl ed '!HE SCHOOL BELL. 
Those of you who r end CHIPS at that time will remember that this 
soriol - written by 'John F.dmund Fordwich" (Harold G&rrish) was about 
a mm,bor of boys and gi rl s who went to ' Bernard Street• Council School. 
The central chnrscters were: Joe Peters (th e main character), Arthur 
Selby , Edie Selby, Elsie Nobletts, Harold Rabbit s and Percy Porks ( tho 
boy detective and his invisible bloodhound "Blak ey"). 

The theme around which the story is written i s that Joe, Pet er's 
father is in prison for a crime which had not been intentional , and 
throughout the s tory both ho and his mother have many UJ'3 and downs. 
Of course , eve rything turns out nil right in the end , and with tho two 
families , tho Solbys '1nd tho Pete rs , both leaving this country for 
Canada , we find the story finishing lik e this : 

11Tho final scene represen t s a ship lo3.ving t he shore of the Good 
Old Country . 

11Ho one can ever cxpericmco seeing the homo-land fading away into 
the disbnco without emotion - p:>ignant motion in IIUlDy coses . For 
once one then experi ences t he lov e that inspires true patriots, lot 
t hem belong to what l.D.nd they may. 

"It was growing dusk noo, and a boy and girl l ean t upon tho stern 
roi l watching t he li ghts of England sinldng down into the sea . 

"They had but a f ew c.im.l.tes ago come up from below, having soon 
nil luggage stowed ,i.-ay and everything made shipshape for their stny 
on boa.rd. 

"Their pe.ronts, with the other members of their fomi.li cs , wore on 
the upper dock . · 

"The vosh of the vaves gl oamod away into tho dim JD¥Stcry of even
i ng over tho sea . 

"They said nothing, but sanohow gradually grew closer and cl oser 
to each other , drawn togeth er by mutual affection in th o midst of tho 
groat soli tudo. 

"The boy's hnnd then gen tl y took hold of tho girl • s , nnd so they 
remained, arxi so the groat ship bore them oway to their new life , 
hand-in- hand, nnd thoir porcnts , jus t catching a glim !"O of them, 
smiled at each other ." 

Thanks to my good fri end Tan Lambert fo r rec ently supplying tho 
canplc t c run of this paJ'3r f or the yoo:r 1916 (I hn.ve sought it for 
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over forty yea.rs I ) , I have 
been able to road the whole 
story once again aft er 47 
yoors - am with an enjoyment 
I never really expected t o 
find tho saco as I did when a 
boy . 

Tho s t ory hAs of course 
been reprint ed twico - in 
YOUNG BRITADI en:! OOYS FRIEND 
WEEKLY. In both cases , how
ever , i t was abri dged, nnd 
without t he original illustra 
tions. 

And now let us go through 
the ye::rr and pick out some of 
th e "attro.cti ons 11

• 

In No. 1322 , a "Happy Uel1 
Year 11 i ssue , anot her serial 
camnences in addition THE 
SCHOOL BELL. The titl e is 
T!lE llAIJNTED MOOR. ilri tton 
by "H. B. Richmond", this 
se rial ran to No. 1349 (8 July), 
am. was vocy good. 

CHIPS AS rr wAS IN l~S O Tug Wil son •tee (and P . C. 
H!ll'l"J Screams) i s a sho rt, 
ca:,pl.et e weekly s tory - feature 

tba t runs all through the year . It is headed DEl'Wl'IV E STORY-SmIE.S 
OF scorwm YARDI For those of us who had r ead stories of these two 
characters in past years in a series colled 'IRE BLUE LAMP, t he new 
toles had a great attracti on. 

Another fa vourit e feature (Speshul Every Weke) was MI KOLLUM, by 
Philpot t Bottles (Orl' i s Boy to CHIPS). The ill us t ra ti ons , as well 
as the t ext , were dolight!'ully amusing . 

Every week of course rel ates on page one THE SCREA!IING ADl/lll'!'!JRES 
OF IIEARY WILLIE AND TIRED TIM, THE l,l'.)~FAMED TRAMPS. This was the 
m..,.in cartoon attraction of t he paper, and each week fowxi t hem wi th a 
new bright i dea which nearly alwoys had for i t s object the making of 
eaEJ money. 

---~.:1:~-~~-.::~~-.. ~-~':~~ .. ~~.~-·~~~.a~~! ... ~~r. .. 



1Ebe lloubl· 
B Y T RI I In the autumn of 1946 the late Herbert 

Leckenby was toying affectionately and con-
ti nuously with the idea of starting a magazine to cate r for t he 
i nterests of story - paper collecto rs . The ca.in reason, as he stated 
in the first i ss ue of the Digest , WM the ill ness of Mr. ii . H, Gander 
which hed caused the suspension of the delightful and famous Story 
Paper Colle cto r , the magazi ne which hed been post ed off regularly 
from Canada by Mr. Gander for a number of years, 

But , t hough the suspenaion of th e Story 
Paper Collec tor was the ID.'1in r oa3on, it was 
not the only reason for t he apJ)C81'
ance of Coll ectors I Digest . 
I had been corresponding 
with Herbert si nce the out-
break of war, and he had 
of ten moot ed the idea of 
starting a magazine as soon as 
the paper supply got easier . 
I think it was in evitable that 
Herbert should father an English 
magazin e in due course . 

Herber t Leckenby was the 
i deal man for the job . In fact, 
I think it would be reasonable t o 
say tha t, at tha t time, he was the 
only man for the job . 

For aey magazine to make a fair 
start , a wcleus of readers was 
essential . Herbert had t hat nucleus 
of readers within call . The club s 
did not exist at t hat time . The 
merest gossamer l inked a few people , 

'Jl,A· 

with simi lar nostalgic intere sts . But 
Herbert Leckenby was a prodigious l ettcr -
wri te r. He maintai ned a contirmou.s 
correspondence w:ith a number of people 
who remembered the old papers , and he was 
always adding to that number by one means 
or another . His correspondents were to be 
the first readers of the new magazine. 

' t 



The London Club 11 tortunat.e tn havtng Bob wtltter to prov tde ua wtt.b a dr.,. 
tna of Er ic Yayne, and al l coll ecto r , are f ortuna t e In having Er le as edttor ot th e 
Coll ecto.rst Digest. 

When Herbert died, th.ere ...eN m.ltf su.t et l es about th e ruture of hll maastr 
but b e had choaen his aJccesao r wtse1¥, m It ts no dtsparaeccien t to He.rt>ert to S&'1 thE 
Ula c ..o. 1• 00111t bett er than ever . The editor mst han ttme , pati ence , tact, tll'IIIM N 1 
orl&lnall~, wtt, dr ive - arx:t IW1 ever-open purse. T1\e Londcn Clu b la prwd t o hcOour" 
Erle F~ e tn thh special inse t, snd to have this cpportun l ty to · •lD& th e prataea 'fllllct 
he bu c1,""ee1 ., rlchJY. Long ell)' he occupy the ecHt orlal ch a ir\ 

R. H, J. 



~ lusiv e phantoms, ha l f - fo rg otten j oys, 

~ ccedin g furthe r with th e fl ee tin g days . 

l mperial t r ea sure! whi ch wer e ours when boys , 

£ ollec tors' Diges t call s from out Time 's ha ze , 

.E anfa res th e da r li ng buds of by,gO'he. Mays. 

~ b i di.ng li nk for tho se ·a lone and mu.te , 

'i. ieldi ng warm conta ct in lo ng cherished ways, 

_!! e'e r f lag t h iS jou rnal , love ' s devo ted f ruit. 

g ri c Fayne! wi.ch heartf elt thanks, your 
lab ours We salute! 



~ ntrancing shades ou r memories ho l d in sto r e , 

! e call ed, r ev iv ed, in every l ustrous pa ge, 

! nsist that we on youth r e - ope th e door, 

£ o llectors' Diges t still defies Ti me ' s r age , 

! ading f r oot mind eac h month the cares of age. 

~ nd a ll of us, wh om that enjoyment lu r es, 

X our guidi ng hand we pr a..y wil I hold th e s t age , 

!!_ or l ose that happy t ouch that t hu S en s ures, 

! ri c Fay ne ! fo r a 11 your work, ou r 
gr atitude end ures~ 



The Editor aat in his awivel chair 
A sweaty face and tousled hair 
With a mutter ed curse he threw down his pen 
And balefully glared !"Ound the editorial den. 

There ' s a letter here from Leytonstone 
A waate of a stamp, if the truth be known 
Another requires Gem number one 
Oh dear? Oh dear! what glorious fun! 

As throu gh the post he glibly tore 
The queries piled up more and more 
He looked around and saw with shock 
That it was nMrly eig ht- o-clo ck, 

Hi s desk now looked a sorry sight 
He'd have to stay up half the ni ght 
And in the midst of all that muddle 
ft \ias his task to churn out Buddle! 

* 
Our Editor r aise d his weary head 
And found that he was safe in bed 
He yawned and stretch ed and thought with glee 
Thank Goodness, I'v e finished the next C. D. 

To dream like that is an Edit or's fate 
The greatest fear the deadline date 
In spite of all the trouble and strife 
They really en j oy their busy lif e, 

And so it is that we ordain 
To give our thanks to ERIC FAYNE, 

R. J. G. 



,t <tentur!' 
E DIT O R 

·-··-- ·-- ··-·-·--- ·--·· · .. -·--· .. -· -··!'S!?.J.L 
In the autumn of 1946 I 

was immensely enthus iasti c over 
the idea . Throughout the 
twenty years tha t I kne w 
Herbert , we always exchanged 
at le as t one l et te r ave r., 
week , and usual l y more . I n 
l a t e 1946 most of our 

l ett ers were concerned with 
the pro posed magazin e . 

I lik ed everything 
about it wit h t he 
exception of th e proposed 

title. I n tha t I f or e
saw a dif ficulty if ever 

th e magazine should be
come well- kno\/Il. I n 
f ac t , t he ambiguity of 
our titl e has produced 
a prob l em in l a t er 
yea.rs . 

However , no 
such diff icul ty 

existed in 1946 -
or for a long time 

afte r, 
Pl enty of 

peopl e in all 
phases of li fe 

think they 
would find it rathe r 

fasc i nating to run an 
amateur magazi ne . Pl enty of people 

do so - i n schools , club s , o.nd th e l ike, 
llu t pl enty fall on s t ony groUDd, where the y have 

not much eart h •• and because th ey hav e no root they 
with er away. 
I t is ono thing to sta rt a magazine; it i s quite another to keep 

it going . The editor must never all ow his steam pipo t o grow cold . 
The magazi ne must tak e prec edence over all othe r int eres ts; i t must be 
_beyond holi days ; ··- it .. must. be . above .. the . stlllller sunshin e which . calla .. ,one 
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into tho open air to take things easy , and above the spot of flu or 
llliilbago which lays low many a person but never the editor. The great 
essen tial for the success of a.ny magazine is regularity . Aft or 
Collec t ors ' Digest began in 1946 it appeared at two-monthly intervals 
for a short time, but since th e early Spring of 1947 it has never 
missed a month of issue . 

There was no fear of Horbert Leckenby1s steaopipe growing cold . 
Coll ec to rs I Digest was the consummation of his lif e . It could be 
said that life began for hiJll in 1946 . 

True, in the very early days hG was abl e to I'Wl it as a hobby. 
A few years were to skip by bafore it become - as it is to-day - a 
full-time job , and an unpaid full - time job. But an unpaid ful l- tim e 
job which has lllilple recompenso for every unpaid minute in the love 
o.n:i loyalty of its readers which are now found in every corner of the 
English - speaking world, 

Herbert Leckenby lounched Col lectors' Digest in association with 
Mr, l!D.urice Bond of Cardiff , t houBI> it i s quite obvious tha t Herbert 
did all the work, and fo·. Bond's share was li.mi ted to a fev articles 
and a varying degree of enthusiasm . 

It is indeed hard to see , a.t this distance , just how Mr. Bond 
come to ba aasociated with Herbert in the matter at all, Certainly 
11r, Bond plt down .£5 against any possible loss on the first Digest 
Annual. His .£5 waa forfeit, for the first Annual los t a good deal 
more than that . 

According to an early Who' s Who, lir . Bond was a young man of 36 
when the Di8est was launched , In a Sext on Blake article which 
appeared in "The Saturday Book11 for the year 1946 we find reference 
to "that foremost authority , Mr. Maurice Bond of Cardiff . 11

• 

It seems that Mr, Bond opera t ed a mobile li brary as his mode of 
earning a living . As a hobby, he ran what ho termed ''The Sexton 
Blake Correspondence Club". In the first i ssue of the Digest he 
piblished th e names and addresses of his 21 m"'1bers, and I om quite 
astonished to fioo that my own MmO figures as No, 21 on this list , 
I hn.ve no recollection of ever joining the club, OM con only assume 
th.nt 1IO' naz:ie was included on the strength of sane lette r or other 
which I wrote to Mr, Bond. 

In the early days Mr. Bond conducted our Blakiana Column, but 
after a fev years his enthusiasm seans to have waned rurl he disappeared 
from the magazine . It is indeed odd that a man who was desc ribed in 
a printed bock of 1946 as "that forunost authority" should be sunk 
without trace a few zears la t er . _ It is, a t "!!f rote, a very lo~ --·· 



ti.me since we heard ocything about him . 

"THE COLLWI'ORS DI GIBT" No. 1 w09 dated November 1946. A3 is 

the case vi tb c,oa t N\lilber Ones, it is purely of novelty interest to

dey , ne:irl y 17 yoars later. In fact its amateur status V09 ,e.1nf'ul.4r 
obvious fran aey viewpoint . Yet, to those read.ors who aro lucky 

enoUflh to possess a copy, it is a poarl beyond price . 
It cons istod of 26 duplicated Jlfl&Cs, including the covor , 
Regor Jenkins , ,diose J11!14!nificcnt articles havo been a big part 

of tho backbone of the aagnzinc dawn tho year.,, was r epresented in No. 

1 by "Reprinted Pi occs " - a review of tho Schoolboys ' Own Library . 

Tom Armitage vrot o "a short doscription of tho Monste r Li brory ", "Tho 

Three Musketeers of Boys' Po.pors" vas 45cribed t o "Tho Votoran , " 
probably Horbert Loclccnby himself , Bl,ikian.:, comprised a fov newsy 

items , and a crossword by Mo.urico Bo!X!. 
The "Lotter Box" contain ad two lottors which st ri ke o.n odd noto , 

and which giv o th o impres s ion thnt thoro will bo pl enty of controversy 

in tho future . Both wore fran vri tors who usod nom-<le-plumcs . 
"Pnt11 vroto: "Lot me mo.ke a plea . Don I t h.lvc too much in th o 

magazine about tboso ovel'-rotod paper., , tho Gem and Magnet, I could 

never Wldcrstand why thorc WllS so much fuss about than , Think of th e 

podding in t bcc vi th line s moroly consisting of "Ha, ha , ha 1 " "llim;,, " 

"Geroff" and th o like . As for pl ots , why tho same old i dolls woro 

served up about every three months . And surely there was for too 
much about tha t ogrogious ass Bunte r . He was hardly a fit specimen 

to be a looding chnroct er ." 
Even c,ore caustic was "Disgusted" vho ciodo the foll owing ccmnent : 

"1lhy should thnt vnsbout John Hunter be allowed t o disgrace the nome 

of Sexton Blake?" 
In our Yours Sincerely colucn , in the recent June i ssue of tho 

Diges t , a reader protested acainst what he temod " the growing amount 

of conclusory evidence of tho old stories , " It seems to us that 

renders wore no loss scvoro in the ir criticises of the old stories , in 

C.D. No, 1 , than th ey are in th e Digest of 1963, 
Tho early i souos of tho Digest cost 1/l d , inc l uding pos tage . I t 

is a thought thnt t ho Digest could be moiled in those days for one 

penny. In llarcb 1951 th e pric e of th e magazine was inc reased to 1/£,,1. 

In January 1961 it became 27- , but by now C. D. bad been in creas ed to 

a pomanont 32 pages . 
Early in its career t he Digest made history with its supplementary 

iosue , No, 3a, dated March 1947. Thi s issu o was to warn readers of 

the presence of fraud in tho collecting wor ld , Vith scmo courage 
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Horbert Leckenby listed dotails of V:ll"ious casos of which ho had 
recci vod report , and sa:ic ti.!no lotor one of these "get-ri ch-quick" 
gentlemen vas sen t to prison as tho result of ovidence which Herbert 
B'Jpplied to the polic e. Fortunatoly , that lo.rge-Gcale type of fraud 

seems to have disappeared in recent years . Probably collec tors are 
loss gullibl e than they usod t o be . 

Gentle , wom- henrtod Herbert Lockenby was nn excell ent cdi tor . 

His own interests wore poriodiclll.s of late- Vic torian and Clll'ly
Edwardian times , and ho hold the sc:uos 1li th entire fairness 31:lOng 

his r eaders whose main interests wore vi th lat er i:ublications . He 

built Collectors ' Digost into the ciogazinc it is to-day, with links 

all over this country o.nd all ovor tho world. 
Paradoxically tho lligest has novor l ooked back - yet it i s loo k

ing back o.ll th e time . lie believe that , in t ho spocis_ cornor of 
Hoaven reserved for roo.lly nice people , Herbert Leciccnby is proud of 

his broin child and of wh:lt it has a ttained . Collec tors• Digest is 

a livi ng momorial to a splendid Yorlcshiran.'.l.!l. 

* * ** ***** 
FORTY-THREE YEARS AF'ml (continued frm Jl'l6C 27) •• •• 

21st August, 1915, rather grubby, but inta ct . On t he front Jl880 is 

an illustration frm the se ri al , ' True Blue ,• by David Goodvin, and 

thore are also sporti ng serials by A. s . Ho.rdy, 'Tho White Hope,' 
(boxing) , 'Toddy Lesto r , Captain of Cricket , 1 by John Finnomore, and 

''!he Rival Athl et es , ' by Captain &!colt> Arnold . Also a serial of 

school life , 'The School boy Impostor , 1 by Andrew Gray, and 'Agm.nst 
the Odds, • which is described as an industrial so rio.l , by M:u Homilton , 

There is a cc:mplot e crickot story , ' Last Y= In,• by Mel ton llhyt c, 
qui t o a l ong edi torlo.l chat , and a football article - a very good 

peneyworth. 
Ono can imagine t ho youth , comfort.'lbly settled on a pile of wool , 

c:,gerly TO!ld1ng thi s toast of boy's fiction , and shoving it hastil y 

out of sigh t when he he"1'd the for<man' s footstops . So afte r 43 
years , it finds its way i nto my coll oction l 

I sent Mr. llells 900!0 modern Blakes in exchange , and hope he finds 

thee of interest . 

* * * * * * • * * * * • * • * • * * 
~R~ J;~;"~ ~~,.•o:fr!:: ~:L~~67~s,~: ~: 1~ tr~:r1g1. 
ffClt"8Ctf, 5' , lWUS£f PAIUC, IIEU'.t.sr 14. 
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Conducted by JOSEPl!INE PACKMAN, Zl , Archdal e Rd., 
East fuh1. ch. London s . E.22 

NAME T!IE AUTHOR! 
By II"! t~r _ llebb 

Part 4 WHO WAS SillGLE'l'ON ll'.)tnlD? 

The lsst llllllled in GROUP D, - Si ngleton Pound - presents sooo
thing of a problem in so far as the Blake field is concerned , and, 
whilst i t is highly probable that he vrote sane Sexton Bloke stories 
in the vecy ear l y days , it has not been p0ssible to obto.in concre t e 
evidence t o thi s ef f ect. 

Quite famous some fiv e decades ago , contributing re,;ulsr l y to 
nll three well - known !"bli shing houses - the AP, Cassells , and 
Pearson ' s - Powld i s surprisingly not recalled by any editor, or aey 
body once connec ted with any of the three finos, so proba bl y the name 
wos a pseudonym. 

Speci alising in full - blooded adventure t ales se t in foreign 
lams , which he described with any amount of vigour and meaty dialogue , 
Pound had his photograph reproduc ed in an earl y U.J , - or, r a ther , it 
llould be truer to say that an art i s t wos give n the jo b of drawing it 
as faithfully as possible fran the photograph, for , in th ose days , it 
was not possible to reproduce s t raight from the priut becnuse of the 
inferior quality of th e paper . The f act that Pound had his likeness 
inserted i n the paper at all seems to indicate that he was by no m00Il3 

an unknown member of the staff , for bis features oppesred in tho dis 
tinguished company of such well-known writers as Henry St . J ohn Cooper , 
w. Shnw Rae, s. Clarke Hook, Harry Blyth , Alec G. Pearson , D.nd John c . 
Rowe, all of lihom have been writt en about at some t ime or another in 
the vsrious collectors• magazines . Of them all Pound seems t o be 
the forgott en m'111. Yet, his worl< suggested t hat he was a <IUi t e 
worthy m<ll!ber of that stsr team of l a t e Victorian writers . 

Who .!!!!!!. Sin,;leton Pound? 
MORE OWES 011 ADTIIORSHIP 

--· -· A clue to a l ate •. author's id e,;,.tity ma,y sometimes .. be discovered-· 
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by noting the way he int erpreted the smoking habit s of the famous 
c11.l!':lct er ho was ccmrnissioned to write about. W'a.s Bloke primarily a 
ci gar mr:okcr , a cigarette smoker, or Yas he addicted: chiefly to his 
beloved brinr? 

Various authors have each had their own i dea of what Blake par
ticular l y liked to smoke in the furth erance of mental rcl o.xation or 
inspiration of thought . w. llurray Graydon, gave him his briar or a 
cigarette , whil st No= Goddard, John W, Bobin, and Robert Murray al l 
scened of the opinion that Blake was a much fitter man mentally when 
smoking innumerobl e cigars , fra:i which, according to Goddard, at 
least, he was constantly "nicld.ng off the o.shn. On some of these "'t 

occ!l.Sions he was guilty of bei ng quite carel ess of where it fel l , much 
to t he indignation of Pedro, who sooiotimcs L'<>t the benefit before it 
h'"1 suff i ci ently cool ed to be rendered hmmless, and doubtl ess to Mrs, 
&rd.ell ' s wrath o.s well when she discovered tho spray on her best 
carpets, 

Genera l ly speoking , it was n toss-up in those days whether it was 
the ol d briar or a cigarett e which was chiefly to be foun:I between 
Blake 's lips - authors pro'robly endowed the detective with their own 
individual smoking h:lbits , and, if such we.s the cose , the pipe smokers 
an! the cigarette smokers !lt!Ong his old chroniclers must have been 
pretty well equal l y divided, The ciger Stiokers were definitely in 
the !'.ilinority here , as was the solitary author who tried to give him a 
new look - with an ol d oeerschaumt 

It can pay th e researcher well to take perticular note of the 
di alo gue that to ok place between Blake and Tinker in t hose far-off 
days. There is not much to learn from Tinker 's , perhaps , for practi 
cally every writer hod him addressing Blake as "gu.v'nor" or 11sir", 
although there have been i solated instances when the assistant has 
deperted froo, this mode of address and r eferred to his employer as 
'%·, Bloke" , This conventionality on Tir.Jcer' s part can be foun:I in 
t ho work of Alec G. Pearson and Herbert Maxwell, who were given th e 
job of resuscitating his Bl!lbi tious cooiebaok in the new, enlarged UNION 
JACK, 

There was one author who departed so far from tr o.di tion os to 
have Tinker addressing Bl oke as "master". 'Ibis reference is to be 
obse rved in the story, "The Stolen Gainsborough , " (U,J , No, 191) , on 
p3ge 20. "What's the nert move master?" asked Tinker : and, so 
unusual a departure was this from the usual trend that it fonns quite 
o vi ta1 clue in the identification of othe r Sexton Blake stories by 
thi s write r, particularly llS, vi a editorial channels , he has been 



discovered as being Arthur s. Hardy. 
Regarding Bl ake ' s dialogue, Tinker vas the r ecipient of varioua 

expressions, such as 11my boy, " "m;y lad ," "lad," and "young •un,n. Toe 
first tvo , being in more camnon use , can hardly be regarded as clues : 
but an author who came across with such exclamat ions as "Be careful , 
lad !" warned Blake: . or 11Be careful, young 1unl" does camno.nd the 
researcher's at t ention, for the simple reason that they would only be 
found in the work of a select fov . 

No doubt the affectiona t e tenn , "young 'un" will p.i t those who 
ranEmber their St. Frank's stories in mind of &lwy Searles Brooks, who, 
time and time again, used the expression on the occasions he had 11elson 
Lee talking to Ni pper. Brooks of course ndopted exact ly the same 
procedure in his UJ and SBL stories , and often bad Blake addres s ing 
Tinker in the some wey. D.it , a care ful survey of tho s e early U.J•s. 
provo that E. S . Brooks was not the only author who used the expression, 
11you.ng •un. " As a matter of fact, Herbert J.la.xwoll used the t erm for 
the very first ti.me, nnd -.,as followed by Cecil Hayter . 'l\10 othe r 
authors who used it were F.dgar Joyce Murrey and Harry Gregory Hill. 
Apart from t hese fiv e wri tcrs , I know of no othe rs who used th o tcnn. 

The use of the word "l ad" WM used n lot by Stanley Gordon Shaw, 
tlnd, I am confid ent , too, that Cicely Hamilton used this addres s in 
the few Sexton Blake stories she wrote before the pop.tl.ari ty of her 
first successful play eleva t ed her to heights which rotarded her from 
further contributions of Sexton Bl ake, the vri ti ng of which she 
obviously had no further time for , and, if she had, would not have 
benefited her f i nancial l y anywhere nenr the extent her stage work ruxl 
pl.ayvri ting did. 

The expression 11la.ckJ.ieft is olso to be observed in sentences of 
dialogue on occasi ons when Blake is speakillg to Tinker , ""'1 would 
obviously be used in t he case of a Scottish author writing Sexton Blake 
stories . The only known Scot vho wrote Bl ake I s was Willia,:, Bayfield; 
but it would be r isky t o assert t hst he was t he only one to have done 
so in those early deys. There vas a Scottish writer who wrote many 
stories for the BOYS I HERALD, FfilmD, nnd REAIJ,! , who may have contribu 
t ed a few Blakes in his time. An edito r who used Dis work tells me 
tha t he ndopted a variety of pen-names, but, afte r such n long lapse of 
time , cnnnot recall even ono of them. The name of t his author will 
mean absolu t ely nothing to the col l ector , for, on not one occasio n , as 
far as can be ascertained, did he ever use his real name. 

What, then , were the pen- DBmes of WARD mIR? 
(To Be Continued) 
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LOSELY AND LOBANGU 

By W. T. 'lhurbon 

That master writer of adventure stories , about whan so li t tle 
appears to bo known, Cecil llayt or i s of porticul.= in to ros t t o Blaki ana 
as the crea t or of th ose two at t rac ti ve charoctera Si r Richard Loscly 
and Lobangu. Until recently I had always believed Losel y .:md Lobangu 
to belong pirely to the Blake sag,, . Even i n the se ri al in t he 1918 
Union J ack "I n the hands of t he Head Hunters" (later repri nt ed "" 
B,F,L, Noe. 429 and 433) , Blake i s always "off stage" and appears a t 
the end to rescue Losely and Lobangu. llut I have now found a Hayter 
seri al i ntroducing Losely and Lobangu which does not inc lude Sexton 
Blake . 

This serial is "I n Search of the City of Gold" and it appears in 
volume 2 of Cheer Boys Cheer. plbl i shed in 1913. ( Cheer Boys Cheer, 
a browu-cov~red weekly la t er C)lallgod its name to "The Boys Journal " 
and became a casualty of the first liar) . The volume I have contains 
numbers 28 to 52, and the opening numbers contain the last six instal 
ments of the serial . 

Apa.rt from Loscly , uho is a. captive in the hands of the Senoussi 
and lobangu, the remaining heroes are Eustace Dent, an Explorer , and 
his compnnion, a youngster named Aubrey Stone , nicknamed "The Imp". 

I have seen only the last six instalments ., but fran the in troduc
tion to the first of these i t is possible to complete the fo ll owing 
synopsis of the story. Losely h'1S been c.,ptured by the Senoussi and 
is held capt i ve in the i r desert city of Kupro. Dent and The Imp set 
out to rescue him, and after various adventures joi n Lobrulgu in the 
desert , Disguised as Arab trodcrs they make t heir way to Kupro; 
captured t hemselves by treachery they escape and make contact vi th a 
tDY3terious priest . They discover a civil war i s rnging between the 
priests , t he real rul ers of the Sonoussi , and the remainde r of the 
tribesmen, l ed by the :Elnir and his lieutenant, t he Caid , (e l!llln educa
ted at an English University) . Already the priest has rescued Losely 
from the :Elnir nnd he mokos n bargain vi th Dent. If Dent will capture 
the :Elnl.r for him he will releru,e Si r Richard . Through secre t passages 
Dent, The Imp and l<>b!ll'l,!U make their way to t he :!lnir' s palace . Thor<> 
Lobongu fights a lion in the courtyard of t he palace and vi th a pro
digious leap seizes t he :!lnir. Covered by Dent and The Imp he bears 
tum avay, and finally t hey take the captive :!lnir t o the pries t 1n the 
temple . The Caid and his fo ll owers attack tho t<1Dpl e , The Imp 
succeeds i n blowing up t he Caid ' s rese rve store of =uni tion . The 
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Csid challenges Dent to a · duel which Dent vins. The priest koeps his 
prani se run releases Sir Richard , am after a visit to tho secret 
Sencussi City of Gol d th o pe.rty o.re guided saf ely across tho desert to 
civilisation . 

This is on int eres ting Heyter piec e. The chnracter of Dent 
rem.irds me VorJ much of St em in ~ er' a several ti.mos rcprlnt od tal o 
the "Ques t of tho Red (or Ruby) Scarab" . B,F,L. 83, and print ed &t 
l eas t twice in "Pluck" - t he las t time in 1913. Tho desert setting 
and the introduction of the Senouss i also show n re s emblance to this 
tole . 

But the character of "i'he Imp" r ai ses on in t eres ti ng speculation . 
There is quite a dash of Tinker about him, I s it poss ibl e that Hayter 
originally intende d the s tory for a Union Jack Lob,ngu ycm, and t hat 
it was adapt ed eitho r a t his own or a.n editor's suggestion , as the 
Cheer Boys Chee r se rinl ? And that "Dent" tllld "The Imp" were adapta 
tions from on origi nru. in t ended t o be Bloke run Tink er? We shall 
probably never know, but it i s on int ere st i ng lin e of tho ught . Docs 
any reader of the Digest know whe the r llcyter wrot e any oth er tale s in 
which Lobangu and Sir Richard Losely appeared vi thout Sexton Blake ? 

•cmFFRET JHDRDf tt.lUttt • - By w. o . c. Lort s 

Walter Webb queries th t a llatJ8 as glTen In the 1959 c . D. l.mUal article •Se:rt.on 
Blak e J.ut hon Who'• Who' - a.s the real name ot the wri t.er •A.ndrew l"laTIIT' who penn ed the 
rar.ous Cnrlac , le" , and L91leu yom.s In the S.R.L . and U.J. end 1111nta to know on "hat 
bas t s thla waa coq:,lled .. 

Well, tbts nme 1111U 1tven a.s t he 11rlt er ot W atortea tran: otrt ct al ,ouree::s - and 
tt was assumed at tbe ti ne (1 9$) that tbl a wu the real tun name or the outbor. In-
deed • sneraJ. aut.hor-a tbn t I have met - •tated tba t ror acce neaon 1Anctrew tturra • 
l iked to be knONl aa Ceotf r'Q' ltJJTQ' mo thi s aeeoed to confirm the onte l al data. Hott
ner, oa Wal t er too bu obta ined flui an o ttt c.-J al 900~ t.hat. ht a ruu nllC)8 WDS Andrew 
Nt chol.u ~ It la accepted u fact. . I Clrl well ND E!l!lu?r the aon of Henry S t. John 
Cooper snowtna me a boU1d boClk M'ttten bJ •Ntcbol.aa I•W ' - noo-ct~lw::ic or Anic!NM tturny. 

W11)' on ear'th Andr'W tuTe.Y li ked t.o be called Oeotf're1 ts cert.a!nl.Y a ci:yst.ery - m3l'IY 
at.cri es •re writ t en under that naae ln othe r t,oys t tt ctlon - me;ybe I t was sooethtne to 
do wUt\ lncollt- t u: JIUJ'P()9e•• or an eecentr t c Whim Cl'I h t• part - hlrrq as Walter hBa 
s tated men., tlaea tn the pas t becaDe In.sane and dled quite yourc. 

Whllst on th e HUrN.Y queat t on, l t ts amu tna ?xlw JDQ' wrt ters n8tled tl.lJTa1 were ln 
eTt denc& ln the 1~30 p eri od, and lt t a U ttle wooder how 1r11cb cm tus lCl'I there " ls to
da,J cm t.he actual authorsh i p or atorl ea . I have not u J'l!t found the aitbor'•a ac tual 
Cbrlattan names of the A. c. t1Urr'8Y", ltlo wrote l he ve17 tJrs l Nel 800 Lee Library &t.o17, 
and lt Jce Andrew tllrTQJ wrote stories of a 1:1llt tory naturt . •stmq Drew• waa of course 
£<11arJor ce ~ . Whil st t he two Cra,Jdon•s, w1ut u 11UJT«1 and ROOOM; ltln' a'!J were 
JcnOflllll a, a rule by the i r .acond chr t at lai nama , and the lat t er espec l all,y M'Ote under ... 
-. - i- - - -.; - - .- s:s1 :<2n1fS'l{. i ,1;c.ie-, l s'7;t'1f1~ i,i joli,c,.-~ ~e~ ec. 1.313, 1511• 1515, 1556, 1561, 1673. Oood cond iti on euen tl al. 
lftlaltiroo,, ~es an t labl e. Write:. o. H. WILlf:, 116 W'DISLE! MJVE. J.EE)8 7. 
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CIIIPS - YEAR J91§~tirued from p,ge '29r;::: 
Baggs), and each week f ound them up to some laJ::lc that was topical , 
Another regular feature of this page was llacl!!GGIS , 

The contro pages hnd six regular cartoon features: TODDLES ( the 
big - booted comedian), HOMELESS l!Em'OR ( th e tail of a lost dog) , TOM 
roWLINE (our jolly Jack Tar), 'mE AR'l'FUL ALLllS (drswn by our soldier 
artist) wxl IKE AND MIKE (they're both alike ) , 

No, 1338 i s the EASTER HOLillAY tllllllbor, H>ilpot t Bottles receives 
a lo ve letter from his girl friend Srulrlot Slcroggins , in which she 
says she has made a now costume and would l ike him to call round that 
evening and soe it on her. The illustration show Shor lot wearing a 
sack with the words "coko bog" printed on i ti Casoy Court has an 
East er Fair, whilst Weary Willie and Tired Tim nre having a short 
holiday on the South-East coast - zepps or no zepp,I 

No, 1345 is tho W!!ITSU!I HOLIDAY mmber, wherein the CASEY COURT 
NillS go to Ca: u-on-Soa (which was at the back of the Court) in the 
BARKIJIG BELLE t o get a whiff of the briny . ( They do - and several 
other flavours too , including the soap works , bone factory and gl ue 
factory all lending t hoi r aid l ) 

In addition to the conclusion of the serial THE !WJNTED l!OOR, !lo, 
1349 also s ees the commencement of a new serial 'mE GRIPPnlG HAND, by 
Harry Hughes (author of , "The River Police" and •Lonesome"). 

No, 1353 is t he SUMMER HOLIDAY lllllllber, with all the fun of the 
seas i de. 

In No, 1361 we have the opening instru.ment of the sequel to THE 
GRIPPDIG HA!ID, titled TllE GOLDlll GIRL or FOR LOVE AND JUSTICE, 

Another serial (fo ll owing the conclus i on of 'mE SCHOOL BELL) 
titled THE GREAT UNXNOWII, by Hubert Trelawney , begins in !lo, 1366, lie 
also have FirewoJ::lc Fun in Casey Courtl 

No, 1369, dated 25, 11,1916, is CHIPS llMAS IX)lJBLE NUMBER (Id) , 
Weary Yillie am Tired Tim aro at Coughdrop Castle ; Casey Court has a 
Merry Chrisunas; H>ilpott Bottles has a DUllBEL KRISMUS KOLUJII; Tug 
Wilson and Harry Screams feature in a story called THE a!RIS'IMAS 
CROOKS, There are an additional three short stories , "An Xmas 
Experiment", "The Christmas Kit" , and 11Their Lucky De;y11• Needless to 
so:, tho other resident charecters all feature in Christmassy episodes , 

No. 1373 is the XMAS HOLlDAY rumber, with the Chrisunas adventures 
of Weary Willie and Tired Tim driving and conducting a tram , (Tram 
fans would like this , They would also like the illustration from t he 
Tug Wilson story called SmINGHm. JJ.a. showing a man changing from 
the top of one trem to nnothe_r going in t he opposite direction . ) '!he 
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Casey Court Nibs are given a 
grand Chris1'nas Ilo.ll by Squire 
Baggs , in which a ll the gentry 
of Casey Court :ire t he re , in 
cluding Lord and Lady de Smith , 
Mlle Sallino de Trottaire and 
the Marquis de lustbin l 

The final issue for the 
year (No. 1374) unfortunately 
leaves th e serials lliE GOLD»I 
GIRL and THE GREAT UNXNOWJ! un
finished . However, Philpott 
Bottles cheers us up by t elling 
us about a party given by Mrs. 
Sl apcabbidge in her •ot Drink 
Serloon , which incl udes the 
following folk well - Jmown to 
readers of MI KOL!ml: Horatio 
Pimple (Funey Wonder Office 
Boy), Sebastian Ginger ( Comic 
Cuts Office Boy) , J erry Jinks, 
Dickie Dorbor , Tubby Tcmlinson , 
Sharlot Skroggins , Martha J.liggs , 

THE FINAL lS SU~ OF CHI PS IN 1 953 Tilda Ta bs , Lil Lobjot , Miss 
Belle r Bottin ( th e dorter ov 
Mrs. Bottin, the wel - noan am

larndriss) and Jimmy Durdles ( the sun ov Mister P. C. furdle s , the wel
noan rozzer wot lives neckst dor 2 me io Biffi.ns Kort). 

Of course, I enjoyed everything in t his wonder:ful -!d pink comic 
pnper , but WEARY WILLIE illlD TIRED TIM came first , with CASE"! COURI' a 
clo s e second . This series was really cleve rl y thought out, o.nd topi 
cnl.i t y was the keynote. Hor e a re a few themes in which the artist 
excel l ed himself: 

Casey Court Winter Sports , Xmas PantomiJle, College for Young 
Gents , Munitions Factory , Poultry Farm, Acad<my of Musi c (C,D, reader 
T,J . would lov e to see thi s I) , Fashion Parado , Lawn Tennis Club , Circus, 
Jhiry-Fam , W=orks :me! Lord Mayor' s Show. 

Having road CHIPS for so l!lllnY years , I honestly think that quite 
apart fran my personal foe lings this particular period of the po per ' s 
life ( 1916- 17) was the very best , 

And now, to wind up, bore are a few of the advert i se:nents -- -------- -·-.,_,. ..... , .. ,...,,.._..,,.. ____ .,_ .... __ .., ______ _ 
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throughout the year, sane of lihich wil i°j;rtiapabrlngbaclc~-
memories . 

THE .UlIDEl! LIBRARY: !lo. 1 The Red Rovers ; No. 2 The Prison 
Chaplain; No. 3 The Blue Lamp; No. 4 The Pride of the Potteries; No. 
5 The Out law Princess ; No. 6 It ' s Never Too Lnte; No. 7 Tho Girl fro<:l 
Gaol; No. 8 Hinton of the Rovers; No. 9 The Heart of No Man' s Land (by 
J, E, Fordwi ch) ; No. 10 All Sorts (by H, B. Richmond); No. 11 The 
Ticket-of-Leave-Mon (by J . E, Fordwich; No. 12 The lleart of t ho Slum 
(by H. B, Ric!lnond); No. 13 The Grand Adventure ; No. 14 The River 
Police. 

"HARLl'liE" HAIR DRILL footuring t he Misses Ell alinc Terriss, 
Yvonne Arroud, Phyllis Dare nnd Shirley Mason. 

RJCK, CHUCKLES (Breezy Ben and Dismal futchy) , roll!IY WONDm 
(Chnrlie Chaplin), Canic Cuts (Tan the Ticloot-of -Leave-hn - l ater the 
~rie Man), BOIS REAU!, FAMILY JOURNAL GIRLS FRIElID, AlfSlm!S 
(fe a turing "Robinson, V,C. •)

1 
BOIS F!!Ill!D (featuring John Travers 

Cornwell) , Mli1ll!Y AND BRIGHT \Litt l e Tich and Phil Roy), RAINBOll, 
SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY (lfo. 21 The Golden Bel ts and !lo . 22 The Case of 
the Cashiered Officer) . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ARE 'IIE ALL BUlfmIB? by Frank Shaw 

Ted Ray once said to me that no comedinn could be n success who 
di d not rouse some s.)'lnpathy in his audience . When, after thou81lt , I 
named a success ful ca:dc ri th whom ono could scarcely h'.lve nny fcllow 
feeling , Ted was able to shOll points where he did rouse this. 

In the Greyfriars stories , we have heard, there was a boy w1 th 
whoc each young rooder could identify himself , This was J.arsely tru e. 
I know I was the Bounder for three tenns and we hsd ct least two Bob 
Cherries in the Fourth Form; doubtless Alonzo Todd had his secret 
reol- life twin , 

Of amter could it be tru e? He was just there to be l aughed at 
and advance , by his villaini es , the pl ot , He ,ms, during the ye= I 
read a.bout him, whatever of before or since , a chnracter with no 
obvious redeeming feature. 

I have been studying the "baddy" in 11 terature (no, not for the 
STRAND, Mr. Hopperton, thnt magazine is no moro - .:ind don't mutter 
11Ciluse am effect " - and, nothing to do with this , Mr. Hopperton! it 
wes not Sir Winston who said "exuberance of hi s ovn vorbosi ty" but 
I>israeli) , I have found points of encounter for th o reader in the 
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worst fictional characters . 

~lp hn.s his sardonic humour, RnITles hi s crick e t , Iago - welll 
- .DraculD, uml But you get the point. 

·, · It i s a fascinating study . Bunter yiel ded something to the 
=eorch, not only :mswering Why do boys like him a fter all? but also 
why do we still like hio in our nonage? His school - fellows whan he 
lied to and cheated , forgave hit, Md he went with them to th ei r 
st,,t ely hanes , t o Pnri s , to the Congo, to Lorxion, Md was barred fran 
no fcstivi ty or spec inl occasion . 

I am a modest chap myself but I lik e to te ll st oy-at-hanes Zlbout 
my holid ays a broad , though sane wer e rather wearying , or to des cri be 
tmt big dinner which for sane reason I spoke at , though it was de:idly 
dul l , t o the lllds at t he canteen . Bunter was bo"5tful . Do boys 
never giv e their f at hers unpossossed heroic virtu es or CDke th eir own 
surburb:ln vill a "lmost have the gl amour of Bunter Court? 

I n th e thi nnes t of men there i s_ a f a t boy tryi ng to get out . Tho 
c.:i.rn.ival. is soon over , lif e is o. lo ng Lent. The f !I.St should be , i n 
iDagination at le ost , broken by a feast , if only a dormitory spraad 
or a study te e.. If tho feast be undeserved, as i s Bunter ' s , so much 
the bettor , on this occasion , though normal.ly we must depl ore s uch 
:mti-soc i al conduct . 

To th e o.narchis t in al l young boys , this succes s of th o undeserv 
ing hos an even gro at er appeal . 

When th e villainy wes det ected arxi i;unished another emotion was 
sa ti sfied , the feeling , which di es hard , that , t here should be justic e 
in ill things . Yet we fe el sorry for t he vi c tim sinco our own 
~ schemes arc so oft en foil ed. 

We do not lie , l iko Bunt er , but m:isters have often misunde rs t ood 
us when we were being truthful - in our own way - as , indeed , Bun.tor 
is . Throughout life we find so many liars who are successful t ha t it 
i s comforting t o find one caught arxi suffe r for it. But real ly his 
li es aren ' t so bad , a ft er al l, they do no real Ii= . 

funter is conceited , vi.th littl e r eason. Yet - those disguis es , 
that very cl eve r ventriloquism? We too have t alen t s others cannot 
guess at , we alweys havo had . He was a duffer a t games but t hought 
he was a chmpion. Well --. He was al ways gc ing to fi ght but ran 
away. What' s the sense in sta yi ng t o get a gcod hi ding from a bu11y'I 
He even thought he was good- looking , t hat was why Wharton was jealous 
of him. Uncomely onesol f , there were, ono fel t, unperceived good 
f eatures ; in h ter years, recoil i ng fran the shaving-mirror , one yet 
asks , What has, Cary Gront get , o.f t er al l - ? ( continued on P"8" 47) •• 

·------·-------- ·-·------ .. --------
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se1ns extracts fror. pmny•s Dtao: ror Augllst 191' 
.u the end or the s.u::oer ten:i I dld not get a very hot NP(lrt. I got by all rt ght 

with CIY Engl ish , bUt ror the r est they sa t d I was a bit or a dreaDOr. The :r.aths ma.ster 
satd I weA an u:pert at the art ot t,,o and two cak ing t in . St ill , rs:t batt ing average 
was s.J, 8fld I tm be g tM tng to !tltne 111'1 th oft-brellk.s and dals;)"'"dltters , so t don ' t 
eocri>latn. 

t arl)r tn August we went orr ror our su:ccier holi day, a1l:I we went t.o Soutllati>ton this 
year as o.i wanted t o see soce or t.he yacht i ng. 11:, broth er Dwa ls 1n the mi ddl e or 
one or his l ove at ra trs , th i s tlm wtt.h a gi rl call ed F'reda.. He t.old Dad he thought 
ha ww1d ataY at hooe but Dad .said he thought he wcul.Q'l't • Dwg sa id all r ight , t hen, 
he •d go, bUt he l d be leaving ht s heart behind, and Dad sa ld that was all r ight with hlo. 
So al l roor or us went to Southall'.Oton. 

we took the U'&ln rroc Waterloo , Md It was a ver,- nice journ q t ?lroU,gh Woking, 
Bastngstot e , and Winchester , We had our lunch In the restaurant car , and it was pl ea.sane. 

on the ere.In, Doug bad the stm:ler <Souble JJJCber or the Union Jack. I t was c4lled 
• me Yell ow Sphlnxt' and It contai ned a great nam ing or the per il the white people are 
tn rroc. the Chinese. 1 t seem that In a tew rears t lae tbt worl d ~till be over- run by 
the yellOl'i' races. The story reatured YTome, mc1 a Chinese called WU Ling. 

tn S~thcel>too we h3d soce roOClS tn a houae which was owncd by a rrt end or Dad' a , 
on t he Shirley Road. It ,ra., a larce md veI'f n.lce hoU.se. 

I l OTed ri ding on t.lle open tops or the treir.s 1n Sou~tcn. The seots ere back 
to-bock dolCl the centre , ca.lled lcnUe-board seat s tor 3CH.le reason . It was very exct t tng 
going Wlder t he Bar Gate on the top or a tnn. The electri c wtres eoce dOtrl .,er/ elosc , 
end passengers e.re "8ffll!d not to touch the wires . 

we all went to r tlle opening or Cowes Week, aaUtng Croti Sout~ton to COlll&s <r1 a 
s~aoer. I t wos Catr l.Y SIX>Otll, but It.ml Is not a very good sa tlor . we 58R' the ltlng 
win Ms rtrst yachting victor:, with hls old royal cut ter •Brttomta-. 

I ha:! two erlck et stor i es pub lished thls !Dlth 1n the Boy's FTlend 3d LlbrarY. 
The rlr st one "as •The Scb:>ol Under CenvU' ftl lch was a serial tn the Gem not l ong ago. 
J had read I t before , but l t wu ntce to have ti tn book tona. The othe r was ' KlfW 
Crteket' 'ftll dl. Dou& s;i.ya was oneo a serial In Pluck. That , too , ls a Tery good stor.f . 
The oc1d thi ng Is tha t the rtr s t one 'fllS by Prosper H°"8l'd, and the second one by a i:an 
celled CMrl e1 Hdlton, bUt I am Qu ite sure t.hat they are both 1'r'l tten by ttartln 
Cli fford. Doug a«/S tt ta quite poss i ble , aa lllt'.hors often wait under dttferent 08J!l!s. 
But fan<:¥ Hr, curroni ookt ng up na:res li ke Howard end H3CJ.lton. or eourse , l 1:81' be 

Rl'Oll&• 
I loved got~ on the Coax,n In tbe evenings at Soutbaq)ton. There l s a l ake on 

thtl Coucon -.here people sa il the lr codel Yacht s , ltlCI Dad bo.tght oe a nice tlldel anc1 Dalg 
helPec1 CJe to sa il tt . Near:U, all thi CJOC!elS , like Dine, had el ectr ic li ghts t nstde , 
with torch bat.tert es. AB dUsk tell It was a l onJy seene wtth the oxtel yachts 
lUWllnated on th8 lake , "11l t tbe brtgb.tlrllt tnl:la ND along the me.In road tn the 
dlSt.ance . 

Dad's rr terxt toot. us to the docks one dq Sld we l ooked over the Uner ' 01.J!:plc• 
lllhlch ta the at 1ter ahlp or the • TltMtc.• lllltch went doRn laSt ,ear. It waa Yel7 
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tnt ere sttng tndee<I , and ..e were able to haTe our lunch tn one or the ill.1p•1 dlnlna-roau,. 

Another afternoon Ml lll.t on the Cclc:n)n In deck chairs , and t\1Jl had two papers. ~c 
was called The Ve ekl7 F'rlen:1, Em lt had a aer i al call ed •n, e Clnei::a QJeen. • . It auo 
had an article about Haurl ce Costello and Florence Turner , t.hl bl g and beSJtlt'Ul ftll:I 
stars. 

The other paper tlll::I had ,ma ffle Clrlta Hoae, IWld 1 doo't aee YfV She :tiouldn•t , tor 
l1lEI ts tar pre ttier and ro.r ntcer tban glrls lfke Dou&•• Fl'oda. 11.1c. waa reaiUng o 
•tocy Jn The Clrl 1s Hooe coJ..led 'Li ttl e Hiss Hl llton.s- , all about a rich gi r l who went 
to a tl'ee cwncl 1 school. 

· I had Lot,,,Crf'\m wht ch h«I c.-tA' Daniel In a scaa lde advenwre on the front. It 
contained a ,e rl al called •the Boy with the Ha&lo Rt~ tu A. E. Bull . nits waa abQJt 
a bOl' who found a J.l!lilC r1~ ffJ.Ue he waa walld,w aver Hayes CIYZX)n, near CroY'don. The 

,-~ -

{ 

boy cbana;ec1 hlcwselt 
Into ht a Headouter 
and his Hea:baster 
Into hlcs elt, and It 
naa aclt tntnegtrc . 
Dad Nad It, and be 
said It lllJ.I obvtau> 
lY ba.socl on a f8QCIOS 
hard-coftl" st.cry 
called •vtce Versa• 
by a D!ltl. l\amd An:n;,ey. 

One evening ne 
went to the Crmd 
Theatre 3nd SIM 'The 
Girl Who Took Che 
Wrong Tumlng4t In 
rwr acta . I t wu 
var, dreoatte , and a 
l ot or ladtes wept 
OOpel"OU8J.1'. 

1bere llBS 
exG!to~t <I.Iring 
our suq at SoJth
qton ror- t:wo 
.&.ustre.1.lans, H. o. 
Hs&~r and a p~ 
aer, c.ade an a t t.el:l>t 
to win Ula Doi].y Hall 
£5,000 tor a .,,.. 
plsie ntght round 
Brlt a ln. After 
16oo Cltl U in 72 boUra 
the plene tell ln the 

. ~a near Dublin. 
Hr. Banter, Nlo U 
22, haa al.ready 
c:.reated a Brltt tb 
duration NO.Ord to' 
remlnlng ln the atr 
tor a, boUra , ~ he 
al.a Nt up a Br itt .,, 
alt I tude reoc:ra_ 

-····-·t• .. w .oeJn.\\. ... 
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a;ood mont.h In the Hagn.et. There have be«i 5 ISBl.:es th t.a moo.th, and I had thre t or them 
tft ll e I waa at Southacl>t..on. Tbe rtrs t was cal l ed •tb e Sports ot tne School• anci: tt was 
all abOut hone- r tdt rc. Dutton , the dtat boy, ts t he ch.:q,lon horse:i.an , end he plqed 
a blg part ln the stoty . .l new ser i es or <ireytrl ara Lyrtcs st arted thi s mont.h, some 
'feS7' sood poeir,-. 'Jbe r irst poem was on Karry Wharton. 

'ffle nut s tory waa •Self Dent el Weck at Creytrlarsl, end Lord N.luleverer •s tmel e, 
81r Rqlnald Brooke , decided to atert a tund to bUllCI o cottage hosp i tal at Pr lardal e . 

Then eeoe the Nagnet' a SUzn:>r Double N'llllber, Nlth a col oured cover. fllere was a 
very long Greyfrtars atoE')' ent i tl ed 1 Sb.Jmed by The ron:I' , ln .~teh a new 001 MD3d 
Brandreth came to the IChool . But Snoop re cognised h im as a boY lllhoae rather was on 
the run rro n tbe polt ee tor thef t. I n tll.e end It turned OJt that Snoop•s om f 3ther 
was the t ht e r, and be wa., .en t to prison. You coul4n 1 t help fee li ng sony tor Snoop, 
\hOUgh he ts (l"I •tul ro t te r. Also In the Doubl e Ntmt>er was another long story • For 
,aoe md. F'ortuneS by Pet.er Bayne; an tnst.alltent or the se rf al 1ttyater l~ , end tt ve 
pages or cor:i.Je pictures . 

Then csie 'The NUt or Greyrr1ar.- . Hr, Quel ch was away from the school , end his 
pl ace ..u taken bY" a U valy can naDed Hr, Knutt . But he was reall.y Lcrd Charles , 1ln> 
was a stud ent betn.g trained by tlle real Mr. Knutt. 

Ft nal),y ' The SchoolboY Shopkeepers' tn ~ teh Hrs. Ntlb l e had to close her tucuhop 
because ?-.er small son had Infl uenza. So Ft She.r r . Fllh started a ahop , atd sold bad 
t ood which he had bcught uo chea;,. 

f'hePr1Illl ttlntster ha.1 not been Yery entbut l s.stt o ebout a new scheme rcr a Ow'rlel 
runnel. Ke t hink• It would be risky t or secur t ey, atll:1 It wOUld cost 16 c l lllon poonc1s. 

At the end ot our stay at Southe.:ll>ton we a. the new ~ Sp ffllch the L<ndon, Brighton , 
end South coas t Rall wa:, haS buil t to run on the Neffla'Ven-Dleppe serv ice. It ts cal l ed 
•The Par t tJA, and I t IS cla loed to be the t astest and most cocto rt abl e f eff'1 boat In the 
w:>l'ld. I t will C.fl'Y 968 passengers , and will do the trip In 2i hours . 

on the doY bet ore we cace ha::ae ,ie had a t r i p by t rai n to Bourneoouth tor the daY. 
I t ts a t ovc)y toN'I , wi th green and yellow ope~ topped , narrow-gauge tram . Part or 
tblS tr8DJ8Y ts on the conc111t sys t ec , llke the London tram , and I had an Interesting 
ride out on one ot thee., Dou& end I went In the ,ea,too, ttl l ch l'itU qu i t e waro. 

And then we came hocie, with our succer holl dal• Offr tor anot her year . I htA a 
lovelY Um 81ld got very brom.. 

There was a r alll'J81 acciden t at Yeovil st a t i on Yllen mi. e.xpress ran Into the back or 
an ucurstcr, train rroo Paddington to Wen,outh. The upNss wu m:>Ytng vary alow)J', 
bot two people were kill ed and e t&ht badl.Y Inj ured . 

Ftn stortu tn the Ge~ tllt a month - al l ot Wm good. 
•F'r l ends DIYtde<P told ot a new boy called Rook, &."I:! Hont;y Lowther cade run or hla 

1>eeause he had red ha ir . l t caused t roubl e 8IDli the Terrible Three , but tn the erd 
Rook sand Lowther \llho had fallen In a Quar!7 en t.he i::iocr. 

• Playing to Wini , a cr i cket st.or)' , ,ru excellent . CUtt.s had a bet on the gcie 
t.hat S t . J 1o1 s wu to play aaa t nat •The Wallablelfl . A. •l ll a ln ncEJ8d crewe t nlurecl 
l.tiniton so tha t Kno& llCUld plaJ and be abl e to ?brow ™ aa:ie . But Ki ldare pl ayed 
Fctt.y Wynn, and be helped St. J l mts to wtn "I th ht a t>owll ng. TheN la a new seri al tn 
~ om called •The C.Orlnth1an1 by Br im Kln&ston . 

•Fi ggins ' f'Of!' ,rs., the acholarsh .tp boy , Dick Brooke. F t ggtns JlllS j ealoua becQU&e 
Brooks seeced ncy trl end),y wlth Coualn Ethel, but Brooke we.a cn1y coadllng In GMlek a 
ooy eallld Hui.ton 1lflo was a klOO or prc tege or CouaJn Ethel. J wa.sn•t ao keen on th i s 
story , reall7 , a, I t was a bit too sloppy . 

•Wall¥ on the WafllatHI was another t tp-top cr icket st«"Y, about Wall.Y nyt nz to 
play t n the hoUse :at«!., lllhl ch he dtd 1n the em.. ' f'taa t ns • ,~ end ~all.Y on the 
W8Il)at t, were both llluS:t rata:1 by en artist called Wo.rwlck Reynolds . I aippoae Hr. 
Nacdonald t s on holtdaY . 

The la.at story or the ?lW)llth wa.s 'The Ne,saee or Nrster,t encl tt waa n ry good aoo 
veQ' e:1.cltt na. Ta:i 11e:n'7's ~le . General Hen7, vt a lted h1c., wt tb. a "8J'Tllrw; aboot a 
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ni.ere has been no Stu::er Doubl e Ntmber In the Ceci. I aippo.se tl\ e Cec, dOOat't 

neec:I tre akl sh thing s to DBke tt sell. 
Soon after we iOt hcDe n ha1 a Jett.er trom ey grani:b:)ther mo liv es at La,yer 

Harney, nenr Colche ster. She had been to see the t.ni, Jtlonal opm tn.g or the oyster 
se&300 at Brtghtllng sea , a custoa over 900 years old. Tbe Na.Yer or Coldlester who ts 
naced Councill or Coatl Hutton ( lfflat a nai:eU, weortng hta robes , led tl\ e proceec:Hngs by 
s lt ng1ng the rtrst dl;ed&e o,,erboard ln ?yetlee t Creek. 

.And 30 ~ sumer holt do7 ts over, but there an! ~ Meit.S Yet bd~ schoo l 
starts again. Whil e Doug was tllfaf, f're<1a tound another t.cnnla paM.ner, erx1 Doug t s 
heartbroken. I Cl.I.St ICM hltl ccr cem. 'ltle Geo Is betur t?lan any Frede:. 

* * • * * ******* 
ARB liE ALL l3UNTERS? (oontimle d from J?08• 43),,, 

lmlter ' s ability to cook and enjoy food may str1lm a welooioo 
chord in many of all ages. Surely, too, though the other fellow ' s 
love affair is often funny, but yours never, we feel most f or the fat 
Owl when he falls for Cora 'i>,elch and the other f ellows chortle? 

Also he couldn't spell or construe Livy , Can you? 
AB for his l aziness are there not times we ours elves hide from 

("Hullo , hul l o, hul l o") Bob <:berries who want us to play tennis, or 
t ake a bri sk walk or make a fourth at bridge , I know I' m yawning at 
the moment, Are you? 

* * * * * * . * * * * * * 

More News from 'Rose Lawn' 
by IIOC!R M, JERONS 

IT was 
a wart1 , 
sunny 
afternoon 
in June 
when Jolm 

Wernhsm and I drov e down to Kingsgate l ast . At the bottom of Percy 
Avemte the sea was dancing w1 th specks of white , and a ship was t o bo 
seen gliding serenely towards the 0:mtinent, It was not diffiail t to 
see why Charles a.milton f ound this comparatively secluded spot so 
chaming , 

We were going to be in t roduoed to an elderly lady who had known 
Charles Hamilton quite well in recen t yeers , and who had paid him 
r egular visi te to dis<,1ss Latin authors which had f ormed a topic of 
mutual interes t, We were doomed t o di sappointtient here, as she was 
taken ill unexpectedly , rut we called on Miss Hood, as arranged , and 
our journey was far from profitless. 

Mias Hood knew Mr. Hamil t on when she was a child of nine a t 
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Hawkillge. He was staying over the Post Office when he . returned from 
the Continent in 1914, and he alternated between Hawkinge and a cott
age in lucks. There were many troops stationed near Hawkinge at th is 
time, and even when walking across the fie l ds one Cli&ht be chal lei,g ed 
with "Hal t1 Who goes there?" - words that often found t heir wey into 
contempora:y Magnets and Gems. 

It was Mr. Hamil ton who later asked Miss Hood if she would l ike 
to act as =semaid to his niece who was then at Sandgate, an offer 
which she accep t ed. Clarles llemilton continued to visit Hawkillge, 
and after the war he had a rungalow bull t which he called I Apple Trees • 
because of its fine orchard. 

• Rose Lawn I was p.irchased in 1926 , and the soil tude 1 t afforded 
was no doubt instrumental in bringing about the Golden Age of the 
NB8'let which began at this time. Miss Hood succeeded th e previoue 
ho'lsekeeper in 1931, and they were both there all the time until the 
ootbreak of wD.I' 1 vi th the exception of <llrist.:ias visits and certain 
trips to Hawldnge. Clarles Hnm.lton had an impetuous nature at 
times , and would often decide to go to Hawkiilge or return to Kingsgate 
on the sp.ir of the moment. He would t ele.(ilone for a car (he never 
droVe himself) and of f they would go. 

Collectors do not need to be infomed that Mr. Hamilton loved 
coontry life. He delighted in caravans , and the freshness of the 
rivor alweys appealed to him. As a boy he found great pleasure in 
floating down tho Thaces at Kew on a tree tnmk. He also cycled , rut 
,this pursuit was ended during the last war, when all Kingsgato resi
,dcnta who were not obliged to r eside there becnuse of their work were 
ordered to leave. Ho r eturned to Hampstead Garden SUrurb (houses · 
were easily obteinable in London at that time ), but he fowld the 
traffic conditions too hD.I'assing: he i;plored a pol icecan and cycled 
across a rusy cros s- roads , only to be hauled back by an irate con
stable . Afte r that , the bi cycl e was superonwated . 

Unt il the will', Clulrles ll=1l ton wor ked stelldily at • Rose Lawn• 
evecy oorning and afternoon, Sund.a.vs excepted . There does not seem 
to be any evidence to suppor t the view that t he .Amlgru:i.otG<! Press 
supplied him with details for his pl ot s . Nr. Down visited him only 
occasionally, and though his !"blishers cerW.nly wrote to him regllUll'
ly, and often sUggested what type of serios should follow the one 
then rurrent , they did not provide him with ekeleton plots. In any 
.case, a can as gifted as Charles Hamilton was not likoiy to accep t ,.,ch detailed suggestions . <.iuite apart from a justifiable pride , he 
had a lively cind, and could work out probab l e sequenoes of act ion very 
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rapidly . lliss Hood sa,ys that often, when she was recounting eome 
incident u, him , she was interrupted by Mr. Hamil ton who could tell her 
how the story was going to end. 

Ilise Hood could see a ii ttle of all his dle.racters in him - he 
even had a aweet tooth, like Jkmter . !!a was not fond of alcohol, rut 
he was a great pipe-smoker, and she used ix> get him a Jl('1Ild of tobacco 
every week before the var . His short-eightedness lll8Y have been what 
is called tobacco-blindneaa , according to John Vemham. It is 8DlSing 
to note the t he talked occasi onell.y of converting the house into flats 
-.hen he grew old and vaa unable to vslk upstairs . 

We took stock of his collection of Magnets and Gees which had been 
up to London in 1940 and then back again later . Collectors lll8Y like 
to know exactly which cor,plete saries of Magnets he retained for him
self . These were: the India saries, Southern Seas aeries (as he 
called it), da Costa, Hollywood, Ravenepur Grange , Kidnapping of Fish, 
China series, Cavendsle Abbey, Lancaster, Ken,ya series , Mystery of No, 
1 Study, !liking, Hazeldene ' s Uncle , Stacey, Warren, Brazil series, 
lluccolini's Cir= , Tracy, Bertie Vernon, and Eastcliff ~ . 
Obviously, the later ones were more likely to survive than the earlier 
ones, and the holiday sarie s were special favourites with him: if 
these are excluded , the few term-time stories tha t. r "'9.Sin assume a. 
greater significance. It should also be record ed =t the following 
aeries were complete rut for one elusive copy: Carboy serie s, Oourt
field Cracksman series , 1932 Wharton v . ~elch 1 Flip, Valentine, 
Smedley,, and Portercliffe IIBll. There were hardly aw Gems, and no 
Pop,J.ars or Boys' l?riends. 

I have mentioned in an earlier article how badly many of the 
Magnets were treated: the BUthor would obviollsl.y not treasure them as 
would n collector . Nevertheless, it was disturbing ix> eee such 
treasures defaced by having covers removed and pages ripped out 
(probably to serve a s spills to _light a pipe). Sane were creased when 
their short-sighted BUthor sat on theml 

Ve al.so l ooked through the collection of gramophone records , and 
Gwen Catley ' s version of the Mozart variations provided a pleasant 
backgrowx! on the acoustic gramophone as we contimled vi th our task 
of sorting. Ve noticed some Latin r ecords, and also l earned that the 
12" L,P , record that llr . l!amilton made a few montbe before he died 
will be issued in the Autumn. '!bis will include some songs with Latin 
words, and al.so a recorded interview with Denzil Batchelor in which he 
explei.Ded bow he came to write school stories. Illustrations by 
Mr. c. H. Chapi,an will complete what should (continu¢ on pag,,5 7 ), • • 

·----- ··----- ·--- -.. -------·---·--··---
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Hfftfng held JW)f 2Sthe 796}: 
A.I a 'NIIQ' NlcOCII cbqe troc the poor attenda,1ce at last meeting thtre 1181 a run 

mawr or r:iemera t<1 atn the new O\a ln:l#l tor 1963/4 a 1ood -..a.rt. Ttttrc.ewi _. ~ 
~ but on thU ooeu Jon 11118 were JollY slat U>eN wu thet rut>er . Honan Orecor'7, 
a,-,elt , Toi., Porter , Ted D&ffT, Jack met Kadle Corbett , Win BI"OW'.l, Win Partrfd&e , ll,&)' 
atnnett , Jack Belltl eld , George Chathac , Oerald Prto e Md J oe tfar'lion . we were Yeey 
&iad the lu t two cient loned had put ln S'I appearance a, • bod heard tbat Oenld had 111-
neaa at hoae end J oe toWld J t core 8'1btard than tn pN't'lous years . 1'beN wu a &ood 
~ l!ll'f'M£ed but no qutz. The colleo~'• i tem ~t alq bJ' tom wen ( O A 

t Nacnet bearlna \he de, llnd month or the e>eett nc f 11) The l ast. two 1:uuea or tlMt B.S.1-
aa a contnt.at two Ter"J earlY s .B,.L. Needlea.s t.o aa, tbeN waa mre lnterui. IJllQMl tn 
las t two, botll ln perfec t eondltton tor all the t r ace. Refrelbmenta came alq ear]y 

E
ght and d.Jr t ng that period Ule ll bnl'f rat tl e was dE"8:IW'I Cerald Pr toe wl.Mlng ttrst 
e ond Ql'selt the HCOnd one. ouua tile rurber eocc>ettt l on RBS won by Ute chatl'11Wl, 

ter ret~MDmtl there was a tallc b1" the eecretar7 OOCl)arlnc two grwpe or aut.bon. 
Urs t - Talbot Batnea Reed , t!ldlael Poole , Wan-en seu , 01.nl)' Heda.th etc , ec.c., lflho 
Secretary a.aid ln hts opinion &a"• a more realla tl o a,OC,Otl'lt or ,c.bool ll te and 'llt)ose 
actera, msters and boya, were more t easlble then 1:bo.98 ot the otbe r group headed bf 

aua'l ea Hat:'lll ton Md ~ Sear l es Brookes. It was agreed afterward s t.hat Sl acccuit ot 
ileb:>ol Ut e needed to be t ar-r etched to attrac t the 1outhf'Ul Nadlnc publlc t.he 1torlea 
W8re Intended t<r. Who OWld give them l'J'lYtht rc bette r than f'rs* Rl chardA Elld Srookes 
,bo CW1d Clllk.e tl\e fentu t to di ges ti ble «xi Ntdable . £nn their t reaka - and they used 
, t ew - were not a> f ar-tetd'ied as they could hat'e been oca1.n& trom. otber and leas 
,a1ent ed aJ.thonl. The &rOUP hl&:3ed by Reed and W81Nn 8ell d id not UN tNab_. not' were 
wt r 7ams t ant.ut l c but the secretary mainta ined t hey flll8N Ter)' re8dable end very 
popular. What Yarn of echool llf e has ner ucell.ed •The PUth Form at St . Dootnl c.s'7 
.ls very rew presen t had ner Nod tbat or M¥ or the aut.bon mentioned 1n the tt rl't gr,oup, 
r ,a atre.ld ,,, Polo.ta .,.. l ost . I\& ti Pl'C"oked. a lone dl,cuuton and wu alch enlOJed. 
There was another d llCUU lon l ntrcd.lced bJ' J ade Corbet t but de~lls ot tlla t will have to 
wait tlll neJt report - 1 had to l eaw ear}y. 

,... ¥8EYSIIE & tOmf PrN JOINT llii ltR 
~ ;..'!ffln8!Rtd&t'~a tree Leeds , Kanchest.er, Tort , LlTerpoo l and Londoo pthered 
at W N• Klll&&te Hote l for an atr,m ty rtrw 1e~topther . The party troll Ltnn,ool 
me, tboae trm Leedl at the Eutl.q e Statton and • ttht n a tew all'lltts we 'M!Ni Cbattl fll 1n 
tM b:)tel l CUl&t• Ltnll onr we took our Plecet In Uie lW7 oollfort.b l e roam ~eel 
tor ua b7 tbe h:lte l . Geottrq Wild e and th e wri ter preatded u jo i nt dla t rmen, a tb e 
••ttna wu opened bf oeorrrw wel*>llln& all pre,e~ .t c,eo t al wel come ,,.. stnn to 
Si ll Lott a .r.,a,e eITI Tal • at l eaat IO ttw wri ter - wu moat pl eu tna u 11117 of ua had 
not; 11et blm t>eroN . The wrttar , Nonaen Pncn ell , then presented a Sll811 ctrt to rnn: 
cue * • atur t.blr tetn 1-ean • lth O'le tfcr-aeJt l de Branch, hal had to lean us t o Un at 
No<t-

Ncrtan f'rcl'lell tlu1a ore.sented a quh b&Nd ll&Snl7 on Nelaon t.ee ..s st . '"'* ' • 
lore . Thi• ., of th e ffr'algh i.t<rward cp.Jestt on and arm,er eype: and ~ qui te a rew 
'""" ~on tom}ac.e&. '"'111 wu ...i bf Btll , Lott-1 who tnowa hll st. fl"ll*•s well . _ 
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An excell ent Hacdlt.on.len talk wu &Inn bf' Glff7 •11190n . 1'hJ1 1'811 fill nc e l't'ed wttb 

N'O" a chJckl t . Ceny certatl\17 1tnow1 ht s ctw-1.ea Hacnton . 
ni.e writ er wa, then 1tvon one ot W wd l lcncwl •ottl oo Bo,- lettera ao popular tn 

~_. come, to Nad. The ,p t lll rc &1 .i-11 1 was ~n deSNH M>rN than enyt.n lng 

BmUlr wrote, and our probl .. •a1 to wrtt.e p~ ot t.hls l tti.t' u th e o t ttc t ~ Y spelt 

n. Tbls ea.iNd IClf'l1" a l .a&h llld cwo or tht tterN7slde .-,... were morw Che w1mer1, 
both t>ei.r. preanted wttb prtu, , 

An &fflcl t bJ Bill Lort on f4llsrd Olllald Handf or1:.ll .., read by tb e ..-It.er- , TbJs 

wu ut.nmly lnt.eNat tnc. Tbl oontrcmNtal upe ct of Bondtortb ' s chtJrocur u t.o 

nthe r he was a bullT or not ra ised S<QI oonatderd>l t dlacuaaton. 11lt writ.er 1'h) 

bell n es tha t Handforth wa.s a bUl.17 was ob"'t ouaty In a m.lnortty , bu t t a preplll"'Qd t.o r isk 
Ull 1ll"ath or ont ot our • 11 tnom ia:t>ert on the Beuth oout , 

me l ut t t.m cme agai n frat ee:n,, "'° con us an DUln& ~ts based on me ti ll .. 
or ator lea l'rCII tbl O,lon Jac*.1 , Nel.lon lAt end Ult Nagnet. 

Pin otcl.ock ._ tea betnc tJrcught l.n end mtcated dJ.cua at ona men b.l"ab out 1n 

all part.s or thl rooa unt ll an tn o•cloat "'*' D>A or ua .st~ t.o cat.• our was to 

our rospeott 't'1 hcDt COMia. 
Lltog eth er a mn l nt..erestlng md enJeyabl t d8l', en3ayec:1 by evcr,body w-U.h en added 

reaa.u or thrt t new l:le.Clban botnc made, 
We all look forward to anol:ber ge~ t.oc• Uwr In Nancht st er, 

IOVU!f PRI.CNW. 
Cba1r.::en, He.r1M7stde Branch o.s.a..c. 

8 n.t 13th J J 9§}: l!i!I!!ea: 
~~teen m~ turned up at 2J9 Hyde Porte. Ftoad tor our Ju>.y met tne, an:! chalrtlQn 

Otorrny Wtlde oiresaed h1• aatt•raa. ton at tbt 1 n ry good attendan ce tor our Sex.tM 
Blak t p~ 

Art,r thl 1111.m1c.e1 Sld t.hl t.na1UrV-llbrv1 .. ' 1 repcrt. , t.li.t secn tar7 gn e a mor't 

ICCCUlt of tht ftr7' aicct H l\&l mu. lag •Uh Ult Kel'M7•1de club et tbneh est.er the 
prt:Ytous 8\QSio'. Dllpl.Qld 1Jl t he clli>room wve 10C11 ac.t.recttn droJl,t nga or the GNl"'"' 

tr l ars scent by Altl"td Hanaon, and .som reproduce.Ions of th 1 a,me b7 Clt tr J.reb.Br - "'° 
new riemers Who Clldt themelT H knoMI to ua at tunchesc.e:r. 

Geny .tll tlOn Uwn eave us tJw news and ocrre•porde.noe or tb8 monii, , a:ng C\teh 
wu a letter rn:m 1111 Lotu or tbl London Club ~ how mch he had tnja,ld the 

Hancheater Mt Unc , Bill beQ able to eek• the Journey tnm Bl.rclnghec , ftN he aa 
stqtna tar t bt Mtk-end. 1bt c:bter Jtaa or news, lx-fftr , can a deprt A Jcm oft!" u. 
all - the dltl.t.h or Vera Ntch0ll1 (ne t Coat.e•) , OM ot our rOl.l"w:le.i-memtra, atter a lane 

111.nesa toll owtnc a aert oos acci dent . So another old nolll'art has gone. 
Jock Wood thin reminded us that the laat Bmter book 11 Clle to be P\.lblllhed on 12t.h 

Dece::tur nu:t • W u.a: theN .... IODe 111:lN In ClllrllaCrlpt tona 'lltllch 'ft do not know or. 
Thu-. -.s a dt lCUSStoo on th1e OJ.ct , S'ld al90 on the tJ e,c.k or all Trad es • :n ;1J.scrl pt..t 

ff'ld th e poaa lblll t.7 or th ese ner bel ne publtlhld. 
t101lY illllOr'l tber) took at • ctt.atr ind nod ua m> D:rt. &, non Bl?!iLe 8".c; es - me 

by VG"a Coatu om tbl other to' o.n.,. .&llt,onJ thJ 1 mkl~ t t QJtt"' , H"' -0:1. th e 

Nor"thtm club •• Inte rests are by no •en• conU nect to Ha.i:dltou:,1..,, •; , .iaottrey 

Wllde took owr 8'ld ned ue o traoia: trcm twr Blake stori es. v .ir.· .o.1ter-..::ttn&, bUt or 

MOtu tey short. Wt had to SUH• tbe euthcr rrm the •tJJ• or Ule ,rt t tnc , md Ernest 
\itlltch •ad -.. Ult wtmer , thlH belne c;. R. Teed , Cecil KQUr . Rex Hardtna 1, s.i Antbcn1' 
Skene. The lut u. m ot th.I• 1'U'7 tntereatt nc prograca wu proTtded b)' Jack Wood ln 

t.ht: r ona or en tnaenlCQS quJ& - tbe nat1e• ot rourteai characters trOD thl St non Blak t 
atort ea, WA nat l onal lt7 • Md to eueu , end e l&ht tttl H lllnus one 9'0rd t u... alaalne 
wol"d bet ne a colour , "hfch • hid to till tn. ntta took ue on t.o 9.1 5 Wlt:n t he aetl,w 

::
1:!!~~. Saturd£O", 1otb 1uaus. r. IUNCOClH,,.,,,.~ · 

8
': : .,,,, ........ ,-
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.AptJ,y nlEl&d • ClWtrlirs- • l l tuat.ed amJ.dlt tbe pine woods or Berta , en Ideal meet i ng 
pl ace tor tbe elgh"en enU.SJuU JltK> met tbeN on SUndaf, July 21a . Wttll: CaTfll"llbs:I 
not tar tllftrr • boat Eric lainnce C1UlT fetched the t SIDUI 'J'klanet • artist, c . H. autpi:m , 
OTtr to &rBCe tbe ce•ttrw wleb hJ• pre,enoe . Roaer J8*.tns , an.e r reportln& n r,
ueellent progress •Jtb his Ramlt«llan 11tr8r7 read a 'H I7 D1.Stng ch.apt.er fl'm • 11ngnet• 
996, •Bui.ter•a Bn. lnaton::11, t.ibU Story wu, aa all Haallt.crihn, knoN , reprinted twice In 
•s.o» 2Q) tlld 25/. the cbatroan, BOO BJ.Ytbe, not to be outdooe, ga-.e excellent nen 
~t uw e:q,tootna Helaon Lee secilcn of tlw ll bl'W'J ns t oll cwed tt up wHll -, OqU&ll.)' 
sualng ~ter troa 1Nelaon Lee" 513, • roolt.nc the Sdloo11 • Thi a f eatured one of 
Brookes mst famous cbaract.ers , WtW 111:1 Napol ecn BrcMne, .&. 200tb c.o. Q.iJz, eorwct.oo 
tor Ben Whit er IIU wm b)' Bill Lotta llld at t e~ 8 111 t.ol.d of ht s grancs tlcie wlth Uie 
Leeda am LtYerpool club •• oa::t>tnec:I ~ettna In lfancheat.er . Ooo<1 progresa was report.Od 
Cfl tbe pre:U c.tnarles or tbe Se:iton Bl ake catalogue . flits m a Len Paciman tflo a.n:.er
wardl st ated Utat he JKWd be pleased to se e a &ocd attendance ai his Au&uat 15th 
me t ing at Z1, Archdale Road, Ea.st CUlJrlch, Lmdon , s. c. 22. ' Jlhone fQfnl ey 2944. Let 
hlm know 1t lnt endln& to be i;nlffl'-

Tbu.s a hapP7 meeti ng ai.d bot:ewards In one ot tbe raN rtne -.mDer' 8Tenlnp . an.er 
i.halit1ng the hoN , Erte 8Pd Bet l;J' 1.afa'enee . UNQ.E BDUI.Hllf 

~ 
As ant le l pated, the July ceett ng held oa 'ltllnd a,y 18th, pl"Oftd to be a standtng

rooa onl7 &tt a lr wi th a grand ro ll up to nlooae TOD. Dobson or Victoria. 
It. was good to have one or the foundat ion DeCbers Bruoe Fowler back wt tb u, ac&Jn 

atter an all too l~ absence. 
J.tt er Toa DoblKll had mde a sui table rep]¥ to me wel ooCI! extended to hJm tiy the 

81eCNW'f , cieat>ers dl scuued the i,osslb1Ut7 or a l'ffhal of the Nelboumi o.s.s.c. 
'lffilc:h had tunctlCl'lOd a f ew years aco under lbs l eedenlb lp or l:he late She l la 8t n ena, 
Present lnd lcattaa BN not hopeN.l bUt thore ts a1J1J17S the poaa tbtltty that Toot• OM'I 
enttu s ta1e r':111 bring abOUt th i s en nt. 

An lnt.eresttna proposi tion 11Da put to aea>ers "1 Don Hertnes1 Who Is an «lduslutlc 
pbotoeraphe.r', HI • qaest l on to pboto~ coll ect i ons md rare lt.er:11 In colOW', 
ei ther tor Slide or QOVl e pro3oetl on rece lnd a ciost enthll l astlc reception t'nlc hi s 
rell ow l!llild)ers. 

Bl.ate entlllslQ.!lt.s •ere Jtell catered r<r ao there waa quite a gNat deal or corTt~ 
pondencc deallng wlt l'I the ttnal ta.sues or the s . B.L. 

F'roc t11other Blake enUiusta.st. In West .Aust. Gordm Swan there weN rour letters t o 
provid e a roca.1 potnt tor t\lrtber dlscuaa: t on. Gorn<n bu asked tha t au o .. s..s.c. 
IIIJPpoI"ters writ e to Flee~ Proauctlon.a In tr1 ef f ort to aecure d'I oocas lonal appesranoe 
of Bl ake In the i r other JU)lt catlon, and thi s proposit i on was put to tbe i:aemen, IOD8 
or whoo han al.NQ' acted on th is aiggestlon. 

!1ed>ers were treated to a dl ,pl.Qy or rare blue OOffr • cec,1 c:IO.tln« back to 19CEI and,, 
.st at"tl n& at No. J. These had been brought troa Victori a by Toa Oobaon llld th e ent.tllllas::i 
dtapla)'ed cert a1niy 9hcwed holll mch the Sydney ced:>er1I appreciated hi s ~ Anoetel" 
di vert i ng It.eel was then puaed tor perusal Md dlacuaslM. OUr postal mect>eT ~ 
Holl and or Wellington, bed sent along •&top. Md ill Tbet' tran T.ll8 l.uatnJ.aa ten Post m 
tbti set or r dt scus5 lcn m Interest. In& point s or ocqiarlson with lit e at ldtoo l a, por
\1"81ed In tbe HWlton 7ams. 

Aft.er til e u.aia1 balt bour tn the l ocal co t tee sbop aa a titting c l1 1:B% to a 
l:leD)1'8bll nenlng, tl8lt>en wl lhed t o~ Dobson a pl 861d'lt jCU'T\q h:ae sld TOted t.hl1 
meettne \be moat ~~orabl • ot thl1 yeart, gnnS geMogethara, 
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WO'baot 
In 1915 !b e 
Cnytrl .... 
Herald appeal'"" 
eel asa 
eeparate enc.l ey 
and oor1~ 
the e lghi.eeo 
•eka betON 
t.be paper -· broUCht lt to 
a c l otJB, tb e 
Tuel< a_... 
Cofll)etttl on 
.... popu1or 
t eatu:r'e oo 
the CO"Ter or 
eacb 13,.IQI:. 
Here wa re-, 
produce one 
oru..c. 

we tmne 
readers to 
wt"lt e c.belr 
aolutlOM en 
a sbee t ot 
paper , wttb 
'Cbe lr naaa 
and addr'e•se•, 
and post io 
the editor at 
Excel.3tor 
House. The 
editor haa 
written out 
hla Ol9l ao lu
i.t oo, and It 
11 DCM' locked 
1n h t a ct•*
Coq;,etti.on 
llt>o 1DIIY' poaseaa 
Choa:e old 
teaues IIIN 
""'1nded that 
no reterenoe 
baa been made 
at all to aw 

A pri se ot £1 "111 be -.rdec1 to tbt reader b• tnt.rY eo111u1 cloaeat to that .. in.en 
bT Che edit.or , and a BOC* PRIZE "111 ala:> be aaarded to each ot tbt 1'tl'.) NIMn-1.'Cle 

In order to atw cur onnea.s Nadere Ula cbmce to ~te Che cl osing dote tcr tbi a 
. .-UWll1,..l,l..l.~~.IH!l.5 . llW,,,A>JM;.l,A,,M..QI;~, ;,,_.,~,-
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No. 67 THE BR.IIICI! LINE: 

~re~~ :;le-; -r :i:r~ :nu: ~!.~J.: !:1~:::· ::::~· 
I don' t .arui:td .. OM Rlo Ild ato r tu ~ llhlle. Cedar' Creek wu, or O<U"N, deU&ht
ftll. I Cfll 8' 111 NCaPQre the ol d thrill b1' N-N8d.lne 98~ htlwr Olrt atcas Ca::ie \o 
White Ptne.• I scr't• mat the Benbc:9 ·ai.ortes were not llm"ftllOUI, Wt I enj oyed reD-
1.ng Drake Ind Ro<bqt I amenturu at ON7tl"tan. 

One bronch li ne you do not mn tlOl'I - the Grlulade nor-tea In the Ranger. Peffiei)a 
the l oss so l d eboUt them th e better . 

='fon?~ or~:.::::! ~~"'}=r~:•;!:!: 'T'~1~1:e::~1~1~ha!, 
Ot you suggest wl tbcl.lt a few bre ab CJ.II~ apart ttm ocoaatonal lap sea In beolth, IO 
I think we should h&ve had 3Uba tltu te stor t ea nen wtuiwc. U\e brooch Unea. Occaal onal 
aibstltute stori es "' " a &ood ldta - the troubl e 11 t ll!.t Ulen were ror too ~ ot 
\he:JI.. Nost Htu:11l ton ltne, 1 cm. Ider , tMe too harSb. a Yl ew or them. But I Ut e 
leffral subst itut e atortea , PenteJ.CMta , J aappoae, bet~ the best. 1 .l Very Gallant 
CenUecwt9 was a rt no t ale , not b7 aro-!IIS\ • O'tU'-'M)ttmeni.al. aur.17 a good mb St.or)' 
wos better than a poor Klmlton one. ' A Very Callsat GentlADl!rl' seemd. to ge t that 
datt, terrib l e l:lOOd ot the aprln£ of 1918. 

~leR~ll~~~~~ cw:o'i::-
1:m~ ~· ~.!i he the~ : ~~

1t~e!: 
qui te Just.lfl ~ l¥. too. 

J.a theN au.at bt el.OH on 1500 GrqrrlaN 1torle, and a s imilar nucber ot St . Jtc.•s, 
oo reaaonabl e penoo c.an cl &la tbat tht N&Jn Ltn es ,.... ,wglecc.ed to 0011.d the branch 
lines. E'Ten Pent.elow waa & mal l pr i ce to P8Y tor • ir.:tng ot the I&landa.• 

:r.~: 1~ 1:",:~17 tn~:1 ~ec=~ ~l~' tru ~ ~ l~~ t~or:h?~~ 0~tne~ 
not been run on to , so to IPlale., then the NIU ot Grqtrlers end St. Jtat a 'M>uld have 
bem • a11 hi s OM'I '1'10rk9 wl thol.tt thoae l ong aria c,aces tlbenl the substttu" trltera were 
call.tel In to till th& gaps. I haTe a saeaklng hJnd\ that. I haw a trtemly l ean ing to-
1'81"(11 th e Cedar CNelt. stor i es . I can only recall Ned~ lte£I In the • thtn9 Rolldq 
.&1P1ala ot ~ 7Wth, and I nne r d id aee thee! ln 8l'f1 othef' tom. I ICnow aom mall.tr 
icwas In Wamtngta"I State ">lch ha.ff a cena1n llkenus to the Cedar ere« b8ckctrop. 
'1 ,o the.re l s tll&t tt.i 1._ thft.t we a.re reacil na: or fffrltl that reall.7 did haR>tne 1b.11 
ts onl7 bectWe the l ta :11ng Character II c.alled f'Nl\k Rlcbards. It be.I nothi ng to do 
.-Ith tht t act that '" krlOW Charles Hml lton nner N t root l n Canede In his Ut e. 

~.::· .... ~ =t=t ~·r::.~r~ln ~=:; 1
~0~~ i:!&1~ 

ltlOIIIS that they _... I t ta: ltl:latertal whether tbe subat.l tute atorte, wen IOod OZ" bed. 
The point l s th.at ,. Cbarl• Bm1lton 1 s outpUt be ing the phenomenon It wu , lobtN need haft 
been none . Whtihlr' that •OUld baTt been dUl.rebl e l s bes ide tJw point. C:rlmd e:!e wu 
no, tient l oned In 'Thi 8l'oncb Lin .. a, It bad no ettect at au on tb • U at.ltuw queatlOD.• 
tht l aat Mstltuet st«7 hal'lng &PPMN<I earl.fer . 'll lll ot tb.e Isl.Md.• was certalnl)" 
a branch perc.tnent to the mttar , bui apaoa 001¥ all owed ua t o oonatder tM 1N'9t ~ea 
to Ill ustrate thl argw:ient. 

In tb8 lntan sttna articl e 'lllllcb t ollCM"I+ a.,..,.. Alll80n poi nt.a oot that t here wns at 
lu1t one mbet l~ at.cry ln the Cedar Cl'eek. aca. He 11 rl&ht, of courM. I dta"8aq 
there weN a t• otbeN • too. 1' fa •o lq eloce I Nod Ole oaqilect ser l N ~ I had 
roraotien. ------·· M---- - ·--- .. ---... -·-- --- - - -



SOB llRITra VISITS CEDAR CRE!KI 

by G.!lU!Y ALLISON 

In a moat percipient article in •c.D. No. 198' , Walter Webb shows 

how it is possible to detect a substitute writer of Hamilton stories in 
six words, As a matter of fact , I once spot ted a sub Rookwood yarn in 
five words . 

Again quoting :f'rom the same number of ' Collectors • Digost ' this 
time from "Lot ' s be Controversial" - n!E BRANQI LDIE - Eric Fa.yne sa.ys 

- "In 1917 Charles &milton branched yet again , this time to Cedar 
Creek, vri ting every one of the 205 stories , • And again: "Every story 

vas excellen t of its class , and Charles Hamilton wrote the lot . 11 

Now Cedar Creek wes a sheer joy , and a most worth..,.hile ' Branch 

Line '. Confusion to aey Dr. Beeching who would close it down. fut 
alas , &IOr>gst the travellers on this line , ve 1111St include the - to oe 
- obnoxious substitute wri terl 

I would refe r you to the story "WA!ITED - A FOETI" in No, 933 of 
the Boy' s Friend , dated April 26th , 1919 , When I rend thio tale , tho 
cinde r crunched between m,y t eeth at the necond lioo, I swolll" that 
this is true . 'nle story begins :-

'Read U. agtlln, F'rSlk.1 

Sob t..1'11 ,poke quite UOltedJ.7. 
Sounds ordinary , doesn 't it ? But the girlish gush of tha t 1quit e 

oxcit~ I' thudded lilco a lead half-crown , I read on , but soon the 
fa.miliar depress ion setUed down on me. Long before the ludicrous 

ending came, I knevl I Knevl! I KNE\ll II 
I could prove what I say by o hundred quotations , but toke this 

point , To Charles &milton, f1Very character about wball ho lll"Ote ,ms 

alivo , Again and again his people just cane to life es one reads , 
How could Gussy do 8l1,Ythi.ng mean? 

Now one of the moat fasciooting boys at Ced.Ill" Creek is Vore 
Beauclerc - tho son of an Br,glish wastrel , sent abroad es a ' remittance 
man' by the o.ristocretio rela ti ons ho has disgraced by his dissipa t ed 

vcys , 
But Vere himself ia ns much a real Snglish gentleman es Lord 

llaulf1Verer - and he nover forgets it , Bis speech is quiet and polite , 

and in invo.riably ccrrect , al:cost polished English , spoken with 

cou...-tesy Md restraint , He i s a proud , scmewhat reserved lad , and n 
wonderful contrast to Fronk Richardo ' other friend - the boiste rous Bob 
Lawless - son of a Cnnndinn rancher , !lnmilton hos th Q\l8ht him out 
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complet ely - a subtle character , almost as CClilplex as Vernon-Sm.i th of 
Greyfriars. And this is how he appears in the story under discussion . 

• I OUght to do r ather well at that, • observed Vere Bec,.ielerc , flh> oorpl et.ed tl'le 
third ot t he racous tri o at the lit tle s:hool. (As tt we didn't know r.hat art er '"° 
years l ) •Yoo want to talk about sort carpets or plne-nuic:Ues end warbll ng btrds mo 
nUCyhml~ 

•Ha, ha, i.ai• 181Jghed Frank Richards. 
•Well , JOU know l'lhot I cem,J• gro,ded Beaucl cro . •I i:Ues.s you wmt to harp on 

about a tun bl ooded canter In the tm lgorettng atr or a cornl ng - • 
• cut l t out, O'!.erubl' a":tVtSCd Bob, gr1Mtng. 
• r t ell you we've got to cOUar that prlu l • the Cherub ant'l)ped. •rou don' t s eec 

to haw got tl\at notion Into your th.lc.k cobez.a yetL' 
Sec what I mean? That growling , snapping charact er , with his 

"I guess ," and "harping on.," and "thick cabezat1 might perhaps be 
Fisher T. Fish , but is certainly not the r efined Cherub . 

l!ut none of the s peakers are in charecter . Take these :-
"There is only one other school i n tho district , and," she added with 
a touch of pride , "you ought to be able to beat t hem." 

When did Miss l-!eadows speak like that? Or ovon in one word: 
11Galoots !" added Eben Ho.eke furiously . 

And now for the 'plot '. For sane reason , Mr. Gunten - or 'Old 
Man Gwiton ' as he 13 referred to throughout - decide s to boost Hill 
crest School . He ins erts an advcrtisemont in the "Thanpson Prcsst1 
asking for poems to be written by schola.rs in the "back.woods schools" . 
'lheso have to be sut,,Jtted to th o ' Chicago Iw.ly Monitor • . Tbere is 
to be a prizo - wispocified, but described in the advert as 'A bully 
gift for nix111 

Eventually th o priz e turns out to bo a hamper of tuck, and Old 
Man Gunten promises his son Kem th at he shall win it. For the 
r esult i s to be '1!lll0Wlced and the prize awarded by n ' prominent local 
man', 

Frank Rich:l:rds leaves the entries from the Cedar Cr,,ek scholars 
wit h Mr. Gunt on - so rry, Old Man Gunten. At last the priz e day 
arrives . A crowd of townspeople , nil the roughs from the ' Red Dog' 
saloon , and the entrant s assecble to hear the result . 

We read :- "In Old Man Gunten 1s ham was a bunch of papers. He 
had gone to great trouble to type tham all out, so that the writing 
slwuld not announce the real i dentity of anyone . (What a subtle id ea l ) 

At the last ma:iont he changes his mioo about l etting his son Kern 
have the prize. Be reads out one poem - the one sent in by Frank 
Richards - and announces that the winner is a Hillcrest boy - as he 
had hoped. 11His name is - is Richard Birdl" 

Of course , Kern Gunten ' shrills ' " 'illy, you promised tha t I should 
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Old lion Gunten is tl1en • sol ecnly bumped• by th e enraged crowd, 
em Cedar Creek em Hillcrest share the hnmper of tuck . As much 
resemblanco in the st o.y to th e local , rollllded Hamil t on plo t as in the 
di o.J.ogue. Whether any other sub-writ er vi sited the Thanpeon Val l ey , 
I can•t scy yet , but one did . And as he was a writer with a gi ft for 
versification perhaps you can guess who he w11S. I canl 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MORE NOO FROM 'ROSE LAWN' (contirned from page 49) ... 
be n most i nteresting acqui s i tion fo r any collecto r. 

We pe.ssed Fri ends I Houae on our way back:. This mansion was the 
original of Port ercliffe llall i n t he 1 g35 Magnet se ri es . 'Ibero i s no 
doubt tint th ere is much in the neighbourhood that is associatod with 
the Greyfriars s tori es . A frui t ful mine of inf omation li es w,;u ting 
to bo ozcavated by t he industrious res etll'Cher . 

** *** ** *** ** 
~r~¥cJ! ~J~u~00 :~ 18~!·:~~~·;~~'su~ =~ ~~:1:'n~:::.!i~ 
Leet a Rtval , Foot.ball Deteeth'e , HaDell Scott . f ootball Fol'1U1.e, Rh als ot St. Xl u , 
Secret or St. Wtnltred s, Coorl e.s Hatlil ton. <hes ot Wycltt te , Lsny & co . Jack North. 
Sexton Blake' s Honour, WooJ.Jrtch f.rsenal !1fat.er7, Ben.on Blak e 1n Siberi a, ftl.e Sleep
walker-, t ill er& Tld""«V, Sur.on Bl nke Clerk, Sexton BltM 1 a Truat, nae Coster &:lrl8 , 1be 
Nanl::loth Rtmtft'a, tne HEn7Jl ,.,.stei7, ell Senon Blake. 11ar\Y ot Mra betON No. 200 
b7 Renr, St . Jctm, Clark Rook, A. 8. Harctf, 81dne7 Drew, Cecil Reyter , etc. Scxuts 
19C8-11 19.»5. ~ tul atlona to c.o. on No. 3)J., Long me,y 1t cootlllJ e t.o ~ 
hC>W QSCOl"f t8 to UI eacb CX>l'll:h. 

~ -LA!,_ 5!,~l~~ ·- Wf!~.t -~·~ •22 _____ - .... 
-~ .~~~s~ e::1~~ ~ ~1.192} , 19Z . ----------------- - --
~: Hegnets Nos. 829, 873, '115, 882, 884, 888. s.o.i.• a Nos. 6o Md 68. 
DR. R. WJUIOH, 100 BROCtff'lf2.D Rru.D, ttJBC.Ol, Hal • 



~ ------·- ·-----------
~t<:!:r~:'~~I {!:x,v:rd!:; 
n!OeS of J O(f'I Vlncent md Hll817 HarlOIIJ) 

(4 ~ had quit e a lot of hla wort. publ hh ed ln rA The Schoolgirl• s Weekly dUring the twenties 
~ and tbirtlea. This p~ eppeara to not. 

Interesti ng Items . from have had a •res ident.I ICbool lltilch lfJtl¥ be 

the Editor•s Letter·Bag ~: ~!or :!8 C:~:::=~~es 
(nm aa aerfW) buc. never wtth a repet i
t ion ot tbo ~ school. HOMYer, 1t d id 

repeat turcroua serl al.t er rotber I should sq that 1t printed ?lllloroUa aerials .ar.tain,
tng charoctcrs riho had appeal"Od ln other ll ght-h~ a:trenwrea. Appl!INntly ReJ lnald 
klrkhac cede a speclollt.Y ot th1a OOCX)fOU>"cype nan-atlve. I with that I could hafi 
cUsconred bis naw berore he d ied. I rathe r al\)' t!llfd1 troa •oeteb r tey,.,ID,tlngl bUt I 
think tha t I wculd haVe written to h1..Cl to t.ell hl ti of r:tt eps:rec l at lOl'I. ot bl! wortt. I 

:;~ ~ ~!: :e ~ :::' U:,~~~~ ~e!r1~~too r:21~8!~ ~f~~ ~ I .. 
laugh When 1 ~ a kid that l fee l that he lMS \l'lder-ratod . I ahoold 11.te to know tr 
he 11l'Ote m::, stori es rcr-bof• a fflat peft"'fla:)8 or na?a he usoo. 

i;JJ~ a~!tf; ~~; ~~~ re:=Z:~ 8~~P::e:' .u':!iP~ or;:i. ~ ne!r =1~~ 
It; scec.s Uk e ccet1ng Ill old , old friend oniy t o haTO hi m tak.9n llflt/ b)' 1 lll-bealth9 
-cien 1 we.a be&lnnlng to (flJoy hl a coq>MY ega ln. I M>nCter It we can look tonmrd to 
aee1ng hto aan ln In MOther publt eat1on at sooc tuture date? 

W/%6on~~ ~= r= )~1&h ":~: o~ !:e =!r~ to8~~~ 1::' ~ 
appear trail t tm to t tce llN Nal.lY cagnUt eent. Kay" 700 be spared to continu e the 
aood nortt tor CleflY years . 

~tB:=!~hc! /j~~~~= ~r:r)yl~tr:-: .200:'1:r~O~a)' 
•Uttle' , tor C.O. has granl t at with •aoodteal', alz:lost a Bmlter In t act. Re the recent 
er l tle lms or the oontcnts • thta ann01'9d tll:I lntenael7 . l wonder tr our ciei::ben ree.U se 
tha dlt ttcult encl arwma task It DJ.St be to proctloe the Digest, not rorgettlng the 
J.mual . Bo Hooray f or • Buddle" , Hooray ror •Late SUmer Foll)"', end dom wltb an 
moleontoota. T~ Rotten! 

~ (Bootl e ): It l s indeed sad 
to tblnk that Sexton Bl&e baa rtnl shed. I 
s tarted relldtne h ie. about 19"3 and tl nll!lhed 
Jn 1956 'Clen Blake waa given a rooe U tt 
'llbl eh d lctl ' t appeal to i:ie . l started 
getting th e Library again about 6 IDlths 
ago and enJa:,ed the stori es although no
WhCN so good a., MY thoN writ ten 15 years 
eorlt er. Also tn Cl'" oPlnt on 'there 11 no 
art.1st to touch Er1c Pan::ei-. \lhen he 
Stopped drmitln& tb8 CO'ffl'S In 1956 It was a 
sa:t l oss. t d<ll't t.blnk we ban seen the 
l a.st or se:non Bhk e. 

WM frfRBIK (RUBb7l: The Dtaeat tor Jmt 
was grand aoept tor t.bt amounement of the 
de::itae or the s.a .i.. rcr i:ie. t.he Nal 



- ··-·-- - ·---·-·-~- ·--•"•- ·-·--~- · "-••••••mm"""""""'""'"""'"'"~""""""".'"'"' ~ !i.9 
Sexton Blake went 'tltlen the L1brar, "as otwced saDI 
yeat'S eeo. C>nl1 tbe nam wu the aai:ae, notbfrw: •LM. 
As tor Tinter, or •Hr. carter,• he dl4n't mean a tbln& 
1n the new 1eriea. 

~(~~~ r:! ~~ ~m:~ 
before the rei,rtnts ~.-i , one or r.he ..u, authors some
htlllJf got r1d ot .Aubrey Racke, as fttl.l as dts:11,atna 
Hr. · Lin .... Md e:ldlna Cyna x. HOlldoodc to TCIG·Hen'Y 

.&. CO. In """"' or l2lO ~·• or 1930 the o..ia or the 
Shell were Btrkett nnd .crooke. lblle not. Joining tn 
Ibo gmerel oondecriat!on or dl8 ail>atltute autlltn , I 
think tbla 1ort. or thine; was gol.ni too tai-. Cbanee 
fC1' cba'lget s ealtef · 

el_ i~f 
4 .-·. -e· 
li!J. ·./Jl!lll1!lUW!l!l8 [Llandtdlo): l ... interostad to ae• 
~~ :ihecim'.e recentl,y on Tlser Tltr.. I wonder it a.Tl' 
~~ ot 1our re«l.,.. .-cl>er B!Uy and Doll¥ Jl£ibo tllat 

· ran ln t.bt Kot111 Circle, SO ye.an, ago. t Just lond 
t.boSI tw:> little dephanta th en and would lOTt to see 
thee 88a!n. 

•!!\~''!!!:~!;. ,~..;....~:.,:~ ~~~·-wi::i::1~,":'";~ ~"'"'*~ 
bobs•-worth., TIHI Brttcle •On the Ball• b;r J . R. tlD"taih brought mo happy mc.o:irtes. Thia ... = old school ""1g !Fe!ldlll! Aarlcultural High Bcmol •.z.) Md needloaa to 5111 1; 
.... rroouenn1 ...,. wl u, great gusto t"" It bad a ,:eal1Y rousing Ciilo. 

~e(~=)~!~:e l~~\~!°a:,~ ::{ kaeoo~;.~ R::n6!'~'r!:= 
tbare yet, bUt No. 1 was pubU&btd 8epi.ea>er 1922 (not 1923 aa ho saldJ. '!hat gives ua 
Wl :,ears 9 mootl>s which makes•"1bo\lt 2116 11edco. During tile war tt.> Wizard, .ldYent.uN• 
RoVer .xi HOt$ur ~ O\lt alternate ,reeks• Then 10 194-,..S thNe t1mu a month. r.rom 
l1arch ~th. 1949 every week. Sooot am C'hllla each reache(I over the axioth tasu e. Tb9 
a.o . P., ended lte •ekl.)' hsues tn 1913., md com1ttng (lO wtth lts lll)Dthl,y lsai ea we have 
well over 2000 - nearer 21PJ. It the ~t bad gone on wt th publtcatl on it would now 
be.ve Nacbad 2S6o lssuea. Hak.08 one• a couth water. 
l.U.L....LniE (North Ftnchle;y): J cell Upton•11 arttc l e on th8 &mt.ere wo.a excellent. Con
iratuiiitlon• on ttr. Qlaprnm1•a splendid port.rolt or BklMer. It was tel"!'trt c. Da.m, ta 
t>ette!" then e'fff'• alCh to OW" delti:ht,. 

9:J1.tff. ~~~.~~!..,':1:t!:! ~~~~·:~ ~ ~ :=!1:n~o~1t!° 
Each Piii-' reveals IOll9 new ple ·aaure. MIO' I cooi,ltmont you on the l.q'out or the magaztne. 
1'llli ffrletr ot eype, headtn.a:1, and oY8Nll neatneu llld &ood ta.et!! certainly erllanoe the 
tt.ne' article~ ttq t ta montbl.Y 'lrUV8 ot noltelata oonthue to 9"81$ ewer ma. 
~ (O... ooph Looking beck on aport"-t ototlu I used to relld• I b1Te hoped In 
~ arttcl~ during Cbe put )'ll&r on ILlah Yarn& IJld a dt,a.1s,!on an t~ .autb.ON 
,tio twned them ..... For roo~all Yan>at .A.B. Bonll', -· Siii JOM HWIIAr .... topl ' 
ln llf egtnatlon. Horler wu too bizarre ln h11 N)pl'Cleab to 8Uch rtttnaa and tl'l8 
pbraaes U&ed ln h11 C1HOt1pt.Ccn or a ipocer catch lqhable. naa County ct1.cket stor1e1 
ll8X'6 best preaent9d b7 lUcherd R.andolt:lll • Ptntelow• I tblrk - udng tht• pen naae. Row 
I en,lo_,ad •?ountt Jardll1"", •canien ot CIU'densbi1...- anCI •Sm!.f.h ot kodtlawlah1l'e'I • to 
mnt!cm but a tew. Jn t!lf l:lmt>le oplolon r.. s. sroou• description ot crick.i t na terrltile. 
C<,apaNd wtu, RIOl<lo)jih• Fllulmcn llld Hadath he lUat - In tllo alao 1'1!11 cJaN In Ulla 
llllloN ot wrltlnL ............ ,_ .. ~ .... -- .. ~,, .. - ......... _,..,,. ........ -.... ~-, ................ -.. -..................... -............ _ . .,..,, .. ,, .................... . 
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'JEE smon BLAKE ,F,AlWlil!iJ. PAR'l'r 

. b;y 11, O. Gr Lofts · 

On Frid'I.Y, June 14th, a party wa,,. held dQwn Fl eet , St reet to bid 
fare,,ell to Sexton Blake , on his retirement, arid to dl'ink hii• · health 
on his coming marriage to Miss Fa,Jla Done. Host W88 ·the genial 
editor of THE SEXTOII BLAKE LIBRARY w. Howard Baker (Peter Sa:wn) and 
gue8t9 included - Artbm ; McLean (and his half-brother ' Desmond Reid 1 ) 

Arthur Kant , Rex Dollidn, and many others who have pl'l,Yed a 'big pjlrl 
in the presentation -of tba S.B.L. in recent years , After a elow 
start , the party got into its stride; and things iivened . up a great · 
deal by th e arrival of E:ric Parker, .oanplete with bl ue 'flower in his 
button-hole . Eric, vhan I know qui t e well, looks as young as ever , 
and it ' s hllrd to believe that be drew his first cover over 40 years 
ago in the UNION JACK, ( 1922 18,yes in the Dark I by Andrew Murray) , 

Copies of the first i ssues of Blake stories were studied during 
the course of the eveniDg1 and ccctpared with tlie very .last issues, 

. and many interesting stories were told o'f experiences i i\ wr1 ting, and 
illustrating Sexton Blake~ the yeere , and it 111\.Y be poseibl, to 
relate some of .them in future articles . An interesting face 'brou&ht 
to light ' was that Eric Parker based his interpretation of Blake on s 
c<Jllllerciel traveller he once Jmew:.at a club . ibis IIIM. looked the 
ideal Englishman, tall, lean , with sli~tly receding hair , Brio 
read macy of the s tories himself , and thought his favourite autho r 1l8S 
Rox Hardinge fo ll owed by G. H, Teed. . 

Later , the old traditional candle-li,8lrting cenil,ony was held, in 
which t he famous bust of Blake was placed in a sui tab .le position, 
caxrlles lighted , and a toast dnwk, to the King of Detectives, ,Sexton 
Blake , 

What wonderful .ltlemories I havs of the last ten yeere , and my 
active co,mect.1.one with Sexton Blake (I h!lve pla,yod a b~r' por t bo
hind the scenes l.n Sext oo Blake Inves~t1t!ons than most people could 
ever r ealise!) and Of tracking down WUl,Y Of tho el usiVO' authora o 
1Pi orre Quircule• tall , lean , and light · blue eyes, olsd .in blue dreu
ing gown, and 1~ very lllllCQ lik e Blake hilnsel! - and of meeting 
tba daul!liter of ths ,lote 'Gilbert Chester ' afte r r,an.y years of search
ing . .Uthouel> Blake 1s ;lljiventures rill oo longer be recorded , at . 
l east ha is ' still with ·u,. in spirit . ' Lastly, our thanks to V. l!OWMID
BAl(l',I\ for his great efforla 1these last few years, ai>d succeas in hie 
new ventures ·m COI.OUR-l!ACK Libror:les . 


